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Stenovics greeted bhim cordially,
smoothed away his apprehension, ac-
quainted him with the nature-of his
mission and with the gist of the letter
which he -was to carry. Stenovies
seemed more placid tonight than for
some time back, possibly becanse be |
Had got Stafnitz quietly out of Siavna

“Beg M. Zerkovitch to give fhe letter
to Baroness Dobrava (he called ber
that to Lepage) as soon as possible-and
to vrgé her to listen to'it Add thst
we shall be ready to treat her with
every consideration—any title in rea-
son and any provision in reasen too.
It's all in my letter, but repeat it oo
my behalf, Lepage.”

«] sbonldn’t think she’d take either
title or money, general,” said Lepage
bluntly.

“You think she’s dlslnterested? No
doubt, no Aoubt! She’ll be the more
ready to see the uselessness of pro-
longing her present attitude.” He grew
alinost vehement as he laid his hsnd
on a large map which was spread out

Lepage looked at the minister thought

Jully. G
on the table in front of him. *“Took
here, Lepage. Ttkis is Monday. By
Wednesday evening Colonel - Stafnitz
wilt be at Kolskoi—here!” He put his
finger by the spot. “On Thursday
morning he’ll start back. The bafges
travel well, and—yes—I think he'l
have his guns here by Svnday, less
than a week from now. Yes, on Thurs-
day night he ought to reach Evena, on
Friday Rapska, on Saturday tbe leck
at Miklevnl. Yes, on SBaturday the lock
at Miklevni! That would  bring him
here on Sunday. Yes, the lock at Mi-
klevni on Saturday, I think.” He look-
ed un at Lepage almost imploringlv.
“If .she hesitates, show her that
They’re bound to be here in less then a
week!”

Lepage cocked his head on one side
and looked at the minister thonghtful-
ly. It all sounded very convincing.
Colonel Stafnitz’ would be at the lock
at Miklevni on Satarday and on Sun-
day with the guns at Slavoa. - And of
course, arduous though the transport
would be, they counld be before Volsen!
in two or three days more.” It was real-
1y no use resisting.

Stenovics passed a purse over to L&
page. “For your necessary expenses,”
he said. Lepage took tp the purse,
which felt well filled, and pocketed It
“The baroness mayn’t fully appreciate
what I've been saying’ added Steno-
vies. “But Lukovitch knows every
tnch of the river. He'll make it quite
plain if she asks him about it. And
present her with my sincere respects
and sympathy—my sympathy with her
as a private persem, of course. You
musmt commit me In any way, Le
page.

«] think,” sald Lepage, “that you're

capable of looking after that depart-
ment yourself, general. But aren’t you
making the colonel go a little too fast?”

o po; the barges will do about

“But he has a large force to move, I}

suppose ??

“Oh, dear, mo! A large force? No,
so! Only a company, just about a hun-
dred strong, Lepage.” He rose. “Just
about & hundred, I think.”

#Ah. then he might keep time!” Le-
page sgreed, still very thoughtfully.

“You'll start at once§ the general
asked.

“within af hour”

*#That’s right We moust run no um-
necessary-risks, Delays might mean
new troubles.”

He held out his hand and shook Le-
page’s warmly. “You must believe that
1 respect and share your grief at the
king’s death.”

“Which king, general?”

“Oh, oh! King Alexis, of course! We
must listen to the voice of the nation.
Our pew king lives apd reigns. /The
voice of the nation, Lepage!”

“Ah,” said Lepage dryly, “I'd been
susperting some ventriloquists!”

General Stenovies honored the sally
with' a broad smile. He thought the

his chosen successor. O

All _the men who. could be !pnretl
from labor came into the eity. They
collected what few horses they could.
They filled their litfle fortress® fwlth
provisions.. They could not go to Blav«
na, but they awaited with confidlence

the day when Slavna should dare to }

move against them into the hills. Slav-

na had never been able to beat them 3

in their own hills yet: The Bolder. spir-
its even implored Lukovitch to- lead

“them down in a raid on ‘the plainsg.

Lukoviteh wenld sanetion no more
than a scouting party to se¢ whether
eny movement was In progress from
the other side. Peter Vassip rode down
with his men to within a few miles of
Slavna. For result of the expedition he
brought back the news of the gubs.
The great guns, rumor said,  bad
reached Kravonia and weu to be in
Slavna in a week. *

The rank and file haull.' uddemtood
what that meant. . Anger that their
destined apd darling gu tallr
into hostile hands wa
perrcost. ‘But the tu.m elr
leaders home to. the hefrt. I.nkoviteh
knew .what .1t toeant Dunstenbaey.
who had served. three yesrs ia the
army at bome, knew ¥ery well.” Cov-
ered hy such a force as Stafnits worild

bring ap, the guns could pound Volser,
to pleces. and Volsenl could strike
not a single blow. :

“And it’s all throngh her ﬂut the
guns are here at all” sald Zerkowitch.
with @ sigh for the irony of %2

Dunstanbury laid his-hand on Luko
viteh’s shoulder. “It's o use,” he spid.
“We 'must tell"her so, and’ ‘we..must-
make the men m tend. She can’t
let fhem have homes battered to.

pieces—the towh with the wWomen and’
chiMiren in it—and all for nothing!”

“We can’t desert her,” Lukovitch
protestad. s

“No.We must get her safely away
and then sabmit.”

Since Dunstantury had offered his
services to Sophy he had assumed a
leading part. His military training and
his knowledge of the world gave him
an influence over the rude, simplé men.
Lukoviteh looked to him for' guidance.
He bad much to say in the primitive
preparations for defense. But now he
declgred defense to be impossible.

“YWho'll tell her so?’ asked Basil Wil-
llamson.

“We must get her across the froo-
tier,” sald Dunstanbury. “There—by
St. Peter’s pass—the way we came,
Basil. It's an easy journey, and I don’t
suppose they®ll try to intercept us, Yco
can send twenty or thirty well mount-
ed men with us, ean’t you, Lukovitch?
A small party well mounted is what
we shall want.”

Lunkovitch waved h!s hands sadly
“With the guns against us it would be
a mere massacre. If it must be, let it
be as you say, my lord.” - His beart
was very heavy. zeneraﬂou of
défiance Volsenl I
and his dead lord’s wm go_for nothing.
All this was the dblnz offtbe grent
guns.

Dunstanbury’s lrgumen wu sound,
but he argued from his heart as: well
as his head. He was convinced that
the best service he could render to
Sophy was to get Her safely out of the
country. His heart urged that. Q
safety was the one and only thing fo}i
consider. As she went to and froc

always accessible, always ready Q lis-

moved him with an ‘infinite pity and a
growing attraction. Her life was as
thongh dead or frozen. It seemed to

the little hillside church of Vm
visited o often. A; ms_w

be gathered only f

saw. She made no mou!,

in an hour from heights

hope and exaltation, she stoon:

in the abyss. In intellect ahn and col-
lected, she seems to have been as one
pumbed in feeling, too mailmed for
pain, suffering as though from & mor-
tification of the heart. The simple men
and women of Volseni looked on her
with awe and chattered fearfally of
the red star; how that ‘{ts-wearer had
been predestined to bigh enterprise,
but foredoomed to tighty reverses of

representatives * with colds wanld be
amused if he repeated it The pat on
the shoplder which he gave Lepage

¢ was a eongratulation. “The animal 18
so very inarticulate of itself,” he sald.

Chapter
T})ir{_')'

THOL(‘H not remote in distanece,
yet Volseni was apart and iso-

lated from all that was hap
pening. Not only was nothing

known of the two great neighbors— |

nothing reached men in Volseni of the
state of affairs in Slavna itself. They
did not know that the thieves were
quarreling about the plunder por that
the diplomatists had taken cold. They
knew only that young Alexis

in Slavna by reason of their ‘king's’
murder and against the will of him
‘'who was dead; only that®they: - had
ehosen Sophia for their gueen becanse.
she had been the dead king’s Miﬂ

fortune. Amid. slf ‘their pity for her
they spoke of the evi'éye. Some whis-
pered that she had ¢ofpe bring ruin’
on Volseni. Had not man who

loved her lost both crown and life?
And it was she_through whom the
guns ‘had come. The meaning of ‘the
guns had spread now to every ‘hearth.
What had once been bdiled as an
achievement second oply t0 her exploit
fa the Street of the Fountain served

bbwtd!@vu-

among them now, pale and silent, yet |
ten,mon-td«;randtomwer.she‘

by - her aull..‘ bnt mek wives were
grumbling at. them i their  homes.
V”n:henotntter‘namnﬂ
“Must’ Volseni le in the dust for her
sake, for the sake of her who wore
that ominous, inexplicahle star?

Dunstanbury knew all this. Iahkoi
¢itch ‘hardly sought to ﬂenr‘lf. thotigh
he was full ‘of scorn for it and Marie’|
Zorkovitch had- by heart the tales of |
many wise old beidams who bad proph- |
esied this and that from the! “first mo-_
ment they saw the red star. ‘Surely
d vot slowly the enthnsiasm which
had crowned Sephy was turning into a
fear - which ‘made the people shrink
from ber even while they pitled, even
_while they did sot cease to love, The
head of Heaven was against her and
against those were Dear. ‘her, said |
the men. men stilt not
to hear. Had 1 hey noth.hei eaven to
_witness that thu ‘would serve her-and-
‘avenge the EIi their simple
“vow - was tod mmﬁ! for days like
these—too primitive for the @ays of the Poe
great guns whlehJay on the bosom of
the Krath.

Dunstanbury had mwrvle' wlth
Sophy early on T morning, the
day after«Stafnitz had started for Kol-

ness and honesty native to him. In
his devotion to her safety he did not
spare her the truth. She listened with
the smile devold of happiness: which
Wer face now wore S0 often.

“I koow it all,” she sald. “They- be-
gin to look differently ‘at me as 1 walk
through the street—when 1 go to the
church. If I stay here long enough,
they’ll all call me a witch. But didn’t
they swear? And I—haven’t I sworn?
Are we to do nothing for monseign-
eur’s memory?’

“What can we do against the guns?{
The men can die and the walls be tam-
bled down. And there are. the women

“Yes, 1 tuppose we edn do ‘nothing.
But it goes to my beart that they
should leave monseigreur’s guns.”

“Your guns!” Dunstanbury reminded
her, with a smile of whimsieal sympa-
thy.

“That’s what they: m lu the eity.
too?” she asked. . -

“The senjor.
old hags, who are clever at the- easly bird? You know, these days the |

first ‘Come are theﬁrst setved- 5
: laugm nhe s
“but T dent.mi :

wuthermuhermm And of,

" ‘Sophy’s - smile_.
“Oh, of course. poor. I
-yitel]l” she. exclaluhcf
sure I'm .a witch ever
known. me,

“} want yod to come over ;he fl'on-
tier with 1(:3 and BiauséL A
I've some Influénce, 1 mw
your getting mibngﬁ mﬁ;w' g

“And then?" " ot
- “Whatever yon-ate. -ﬁm umrc _
"ty at your orders.’t ol e

(Tovbe Mtnhed.%

———-—M ;"‘-
To be content lmk backwad on
who. possess -less th onueI;

down, sitting or standing.
ment robbed me of strength, of app&g
tite, and ‘of all desire to live!
suffered so
came to
me, but brge

powerful testimon

‘—if you suffer

‘why not

source as

, Zam-Bu b8 truly says—is
somi

oihtments and salves,
ful combination 'of healing and s
ing herbal essences. No mineral as—

tringents or. pemns, no unpm aax-
mal fats.

sreas (as in piles) ery

sipelas,
ulcers, sotes“abseesses, cold
chapped | Lands; Sﬁgh’

sores, and all skin injuries and: axseas'-
and children!” €8

tfngche’a Newlt

" Sigtior Yelerino.” -
» “No, Do, Mrs. &nm

it was your daughter

' asked what bird you ladt
- more  beautifully than I

| canary ml&**wam

Tonwuﬁiﬁfiﬁfimnns

—_—

Qould Not Rutl Could Not Workl

* Could Not Plhy e
How Zam-Buk® mor.gﬁt Relief:
Mr. Jullus Glacler»of Denbigh, Ont.,

says:—1 was 80 tortured by piles that
I could “not ‘get ease whether “lying | n

The ails
I had-

there ‘Was no ease for
day

“I ;
50 bad & case as Mmine ‘was,

“myself

g Im. g

a » oo >
Nothing need be added to this plain,
save one questlon

t relief from f.be same
dxdi

eﬂmg dfﬁerent” to the ordipm
It is a er-

1t is & proved -cure for i5fidined:
ms.

burns, cuts,
1t is the most suitable balm for

children’s rashes. All druggists and
Stores. at H0c. box or.-post-iree from’
Zam-Buk Co., Toronto, for: price.

The wise and industrious father was

chiding his. son about his procrastina-

4

“Why don’'t you be like the

“That ‘may -be,.
< the- earl!
¥ seneﬁ up.-on

forward on those who, possess mone«—J 5

Frankh

ty men in ‘an hout.’

probably have been beaten by ‘M
Dennis had he obtained sufficient ms-
t.He::l to work on.—Sydney Morning

- Mr. George Almndor M. P?
The admirers of Mr. Alexan-
der, the "actor, grieve to
hear that, even if he does not alto-

ether- leave the
ince: thereon mukﬁ;iobceonsld-
erably lewer if his Mt mhitiom

are real ¥
In nm the 'ell-

ﬁ?:rmge S o %ﬁl& tesuﬁc

coutltnency for Pu‘liamenhry

It i mte that at
::erul elgciion of m

cia

don on th Aaelpfhi X merw_ ards

bé’“ - hﬂlt. Chas. |
Opera

against Mr. Be
Kenm-sur.ay

Rich Father—ux Mbur s tes
young to get mal v s oll’

eighteen. impecua
‘sir, but | bgve wajted ‘
_years, Mmdo-n’t null ﬁﬂm

mw

uarration)=And that h—ihm ot |

Jouah and the whale. Johnny—lsa’t it

m&?'?ﬁmw

best men longer $h ..wo

sion. »—Tac;tus o

.;un'tluu'u-. B
He was. a lion tamer, but the man

#ho ruled the-king of the

in turn ruled by his wife. .

‘he was entertained by

S P ‘;»iﬁ'n-oqldlyts' ' ?. 5

{ Fohn#”*
my dear,

‘siairs floated one, word:
“Caward!” ;

e Mr. Glacier did, |

gnpand 80 aecutely that 1|
found out.that I[

was. told that Zatn-Buk runed
;-and that this balm wu.ﬂtoge“‘- £
‘er -different ‘to ordinary" oinfments,| -

scores of whieh had. proved useless for G

. o
suprply o} Zam-Buk and bﬁgalf'&ﬁ!)o us: :

¥ ton

b thom gomg into mmecéim de-
tail ih a 'few ‘weeks 1 found

cured. - I owe my cure t0 Zam-Buk en-
tg;etlg . and’I ?inl.: myaexpenénce m’l
sl e put lscanvlthtbcblun&_wm’m.ﬂmhab

‘the other. in

dont know how to make a decent

gravy & £

foebﬁoy" Soap 18 delightfully re
fteshmz for Bath or Toilet. For wash-
ing underclothing it is uneqnalle
Cleuuel ax-d purifiez.

“’l’here 15 3 motmn before  the

¥ ing &ay swgvelhi!so mht ?e?lgi’ég nglger

i emc

A is your w1sh reg‘a:ggg it??

"‘Madtme  Pregident,” s the
ew mémber rising yith aflutter. -
“Mrs. J us‘hne." reoogmzee the presi-

dent.
“I,n\ove Wﬁm be camed %

: a » ‘ka}bw yourseli
be s by iisrcmg eye ™

“T'm not 'S0 m ‘$hat,
-as I

(wctchmg two men

mw sacxv

an iceman and
eoal mmbme May-
be t.hey’}] both get bur'r

ﬁshﬁnc)—vo
Dorr‘t

L Ata great pennyworth, pause awhile,

{ —Frankli 'il._

cursions to

The. Ca.uadmn Pamﬁe Raxlway on’

'oe!taln ‘dates in Deoemper danuary’|

and February aré runmning speem ex-
‘ncouver, Victoria, West-

r and points in thex{)khmn

minste
Valley and Kootenay from all. pomt;
in o.fsmo, mt of Port Arthur, Man-

Hhess tickets are

wan _ and  Alberta

ileges,”
Women Soiled Jewelry..
. Jewelry is suppousedly worn for orna-

hrhu or hnqhmm s ‘the man or

| that looks on economy.

-nomical—in fact, some one¢ who had

Eifleda, o{ his cntting not’ i
—-Chxcago Tﬁb £
uh_o or puddingi., 4

good fo return within |
three months snd allow stop-over pnv- e

p 00}000 man or
- Just a8 “gréat value

The otben took up the qnationk-there
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‘aired their views." -

- One declared her: pet nbhomce was
the obyious ; economy, the economy
“Another de
clared that all her economy“only led
to extravagance,- because she finally
had to get the thing she waunted; while
.doing without it had led to doddei~
ing expenses and dissatisfaction. All
agreed that it took a ‘clever and ex-
perieticed woman to be“cleverly eco

at one time been extravagant and had
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tétth @id mwean extra large bills at
the hairdresser's apd dentist’s,
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The ‘Rubbery Taste.

the Fatted cafe, and after. ‘tasting it
bl ell.led the waiter and said, “Will
.m kl[ldl! lell me how, yon make this

- Mr, hitl} ordered chicken hroth at)

“Take you away from me? lWlth ¥ 3
1 that happens I shall not. mplapf. nj
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* Amwered \ﬁbll

“YWhat “&°r,”” ssked the large man
mg&btoeps and ‘the-pon-
glared at fhe slim
gentleman who had acelde'ntally stum-
bled over his toes, “would you say if
7 wore to tell you thatiyou were an
awkworl  ass . and ~an . annoying
chump?”
- *I should ﬁ:once say,” replied' the
sther- man, who had (-:'n{l “the ad-
vantage of a eourse in the diplomatic
servite, ‘‘that you, had the eourage of
your ‘convictions.”— Ch1cago, Record-
Herald.

Universally Recognized
as the Standard of
Excellence.

40c, BOc and, 60c per 1b. At all
grocers.

TIEFKIIIER'S OPMWHI"*.

‘0 YOU rea.lhe the -opportunity.

i Bouth African Veterau Sorip
|~ affords to secure title to 320 or
640 acres of land P Land adjoining"
that upon which you ocan locate
. Veteran Scrip is being sold to-day
at from $10 to $15 an acre. Plgure
“it ‘out what t.hh\muna to you.

S8ORIP 80LD ON EASY Tnut i

. We will sell 320 ACGRE WARRANTS M
-on terms—without any ¢ash M
t‘i:?;‘té'o{r:“ """w’i"""&‘.’f |

T 88 Bec LY. s -
ﬁg’ $650.00 a Warrant md’rﬁl.
pay the-same.’ sy
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Ali Em is made from wheat. But
dxﬂ'érenx km&s of wheat and

g_de of the best hard wﬁ:cat in its ﬁ.gest and
purest form. It always produces uniformly light,'
wholesome ‘bread or pastry because its. quality.
“giever varies. If your grocer

‘does not carry
he w:ll get it for you,




