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cheeso factory; and the cheese ﬁ"i"'”
indirectly built the new church. Briefly,
the story is this:

The Man with a Vision

About 33 years ago a group of French
Canndians n-'miurntnd to Minnesota and
sottled in the fertile farming country
about eight miles east of Crookston
Gientilly is the community in question
Taking up homestead and railroad tand,
they started to grow wheat; and the
memory of Quebee's small, stony, hilly
farme faded in the bright prospects of
Red River Valley soil. But as the years
went by these li"""l"“"" themselves be
gan to fade. Wheat did not return the

fortime that wns expected of it The
vields decreased; prices weore low; and
0 or 50 families, disappointed, moved
wway from the communit Then came
the eo operat vese factor n 1506

In ¢t ' neantime t vear 1555, to he
exaet new priest had Heen illed to
take charge of the spiritual welfare of
the community Béing Freneh Canadi-
ans, and hence Roman Catholics, tha
people wanted a Freneh pastor; and

Father Elie Theillon answered the call
Father Theillon was a voung man then,
but he had advanced ideas of the duties

of the priesthood He believed that
spiritual welfare and material pros
perity go hand in hand For eight
years he conducted his church and
watehed the progress of the people. He

saw the decrease in vields and the smal
returns from wheat growing. He saw
the farmers with a few cows feeding the
golden hutterfat to hogs. He saw fam-
ily after family move awav from the
community. And then he saw the light

and Father Theil
the office of man-

maker was engaged
himself assumed
ager,

That was the peginning of prosperity
at Gentilly. The disappointed movement
away from the community came sur-
denly to an end. From that day the
u:'rt-.;u_'l* devoted to wheat was reduced,
and pasture, "I"“..f,',.r..._:'ﬂ.”‘l corn took its
place. More \ “Kept, and the
business of the factory rapidly inecreas-
ed. The first vear only 301,020 pounds
of milk were received; in 1909 the fig-
ure rose

total

lon
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receipts amounted to 1,296 387

That shows the interest of the
people in the movement. And now with
less acreage to grain, more wheat, bar-
ley, oats, ete., are threshed at Gentilly
than were threshed before the cheese
factory was started, due to higher yields
secured by manure rotation and cul-
tivation.

8Success of the Factory

The suceess of the factory, from the
standpoint of efficiency, has been re
markahle It is said to be the best
cheese factory in the state. Since 1909
the lowest net average price per year
paid to farmers for butterfat was 33.44
cents in 1911, and the highest price was

‘ <||l".l“‘

38.47 ‘cents in 1912, Of course, these
prices include the skim-milk. Last vear
the factory paid £1.45 per hunderd

pounds of milk or 36.49 cents per pound
of butterfat. The average price receiv-
vd for the cheese was ahout 16 cents a
pound, and of this amount the patrons
received 14 1.3 cents. These figures are
the more significant when it is consid
ered. that the factory runs only from

to a-million; and last year the '

get if they were running a creamery in-
stead.’’
Cheese of the Best Quality

Every operation of the factory is
caleulated to make the most cheese of
the best quality at the lowest cost. The
whey in cheesemaking always containg
a considerable amount of butterfat, and
this is wasted in a good many factories;
but -at -Gentilly the whey is separated
and the butterfat is sold to the creamery
at Crookston at creamery prices. This
is one of the factors that keeps down
the cost of manufacture—14 cents per
pound of cheese last year. In 1913,
also, the amount of milk to make one
pound of cheese averaged 9.75 pounds,
and one pound of butterfat made 235
pounds of cheese. That is good 1man-
agement. Furthermore, the Gentilly
‘“First *Premium’’ brand has been
awarded many prizes in state and out-
side contests. The complete statement
for last year is as follows:

Pounds of milk received... 1,296,387
Pounds of fat received... 51,390
Averags Lot - . .. 3.95
Paid net to patrons' for

MK s L L i s $18,753.02
Net to patrons, per 100 Ihs.

7 8 S S R ; $1.45
Net to stockholders” per 100

Ihe. milk .. ¥1.48
Net to outsiders per 100

Ihs. milk $1.42
Net to patrons per 1h. fat 16.49¢

Net to stockholders per 1b.
fat

Net to outsiders per 1b. fat

Pounds of made

Pounds of milk to 1 Ih.

. cheese

cheese

131,057

That is what the cheese factory, under
Father Theillons’ scrupulous and effi
cient management, has done for the
people of Gentilly. But it must not be
surmised that, in assuming this addi-
tional duty, the Father has neglected
his church. Far from it. In fact, it is
only since the cheese factory started
that the church has come into its own.
The parish is growing now; families
have long since ceased moving away;
the people are prosperous and thankful;
and a great new church is in course of
construction. That is the climax of the
story at Gentilly. Tt has been Father
Theillon’s dream for years, but he is
now no more enthusiastic in its fulfill-
ment than are the people of his parish.

The New Country Church

The' mew church is a splendid edifice,
superior to many a.wealthier church in
St. Paul or Minneapolis; and it stands
practically in tHe open “country. The
funds are being raised by local subserip-
tion, and it will cost about $25,000 when
complete; but that does not indicate
the true value of “the structure, as the
people of the community are donating a
part of their services in addition to the
money. Father' Theillon himself gave
£5,000 to the fund from his saving of
twenty-six sears in the parish. Perhaps
he had sgaved it for this very plurpose
At any rate, money has no particular at-
tractions for Father Theillon any more.
ITe has his cheese factory and his new
chirch. He is surrounded by 3 happy,
prosperous grateful people. He has the
personal satisfaction that comes from
useful service well performed. And he

is content.—The Farmer, St. Paul.



