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An Kxtract from a Spevv delivered in the House.of C ommons. on April I 7. I(M 4

By J. A. M AlKINS. KX .. M.l\ for Brandon, Man.
iy \ n I » ■ n < : now . a- represent mg i rura 

• ituvivv, to take a brief fur tin 
r ;i : invr< of that constit uvucy. Th v 
■vli.-at farmers « » f the Prairie Province 
'intend that they are at a disadvantage 

■ •nmj.anai with thè wheat farmers of the 
*. • • s t of the United State-. with whom 

they have to compete in the markets
• if the world, and that that disadvantage 
- now unnecessary. They say that the

ma jority of the Canadian electorate re 
.•-•ted reciprocity on the ground that 

it would have hindered our development 
as a free nation, as an integer in the 
British Empire; that it would have sub 
jected us to the fiscal control of the 

"United States and made us an adjunct 
thereto, and so would have been an in 
I u r y to the whole of Canada in all its 
sret ion< and classes". 1 Fh-tyv- * * • uu 1a n d t h at 
.now, without any fiscal entanglements 
with our neighbors, without anv inter 
national agreement, they can at the 
sweet will of our Cov eminent have a 
free market for their wheat in tin*
I Tilted States bv a small tariff change, 
and that the Covermmnt can, without 
- onsulting any nation, alter again that 
tariff as it likes, and so have opened to 
them all the markets that their coni 
pet itors have, thus removing this pres 
<-nl disadvantage. They daim that the 
Cnited States Covernment, bv its pul 
icy. has established in its west large
mill.i ng industrie., at Minima polls and. 
that district; that the United States 
Covermnent has so developed and eon 
trolled its transportation systems, 
which carry tin wheat from Duluth 
io the seaboard and from its ocean 
ports to the world wheat markets, that 
i here is a better price to the farmers 
"f the Dakotas and Minnesota for 
wheat,-and a better price ,-it their west
• rn mills and at Duluth. And 1 charge 
■that, the disadvantage under which our
WY-tern farmers now labor in having 
i lower priced wheat market is due p. 
the neglect of 11 « lade a lin i ni't rat ion 
m not fostering and e-1ablishing mill 
ni'.' industries in t\, \\V-t during tlogr
long fi ft edi years nt power, and in not 
prov iding clo a | «• ? t i nsportat i<»n for 
wheat to the ocean ;i •. 1 :icms—tin.' O'e.i r. 
to I ,i verpool. The Western farmer o 
now suffering as a n nit of that neg 
ieet The wheat of Minnesota, the tWu_ 
('n otas and Montana i- marketed at 
the same time and with the same ex 
ped it ion a« the wheat of the Prairie 
I ‘ruvi neps

A Better Price

It cannot be controverted that for 
t he former a better price i - received 
l or instance, during the market, period 
of our Western wheat, say from Sept cm 
‘•• r 15 to the end of the calendar year 
lb!’', the average price in the Western 
Mates was: At Minneapolis for the
first grade. *7.1; at I hi luth for the first 
grade, sfi.fi»; at Winnipeg <»r Fort Wil 

a in for the Canadian fir-t grade. -1 fi, 
a difference in favor of Duluth of two 
'•eats, and of Minneapolis of throe 

e n t s. The Winnipeg and Fort William 
prices are practically the same I have 
made up these averages from a state 
me fit which I hold in my hand extend 
ng over the period which f have men1 

tinned, which si the prices for the 
different grade - f will riot trouble the 
lb"i«e bv reading that statement: I will 
g iv e only the results

Wh'er cons id •rat vo v given t u the 
fa t that Canada’s f; • t grade is of a 
Igher quality than the A r-erican first 

grade arid that an allowance of t wo 
■ents i~ genera i • "o-: b-re'i fair, the 

' - rage prices t* the Americans for the 
-an e quality of wheat d ,nog the period 
•bared would b* At M m n* apoJC. 1 

Da ith. Ww.r ■ différer •« in favor of 
• ’A1 of f •, , r arid of Mi.arm a

: 1 - . f about fir.» »-< n*« 'fire -pread
lev..,. ♦. /.»,?: '■<,}: t ra ct or co.u. mere iai
grade»., of * he *»ame das*, usually sold 
on 'i,p)r ti -'O» - ! e ' a h 1 • • 1 ighi-r at
• h fi»* p < • i ». t. r t h t Q> r, «.

rile \\ . stern tanner claims that he 
should have the opportunity of getting 
that higher price And why should he 
not ? Are there any sufficient grounds 
against giving him t he opportunity! 
One reason assigned against it ilT that 
if the Canadian wheat had free access 
to the Minneapolis market, prices would 
be equalized on both sides of the line 
There is considerable force in this argu 
ment and. anyone who reads the debates 
in the Senate of the United States on 
this subject when the reciprocity agree 
nient was being considered, particularly 
the speech of Senator < • nmna, and of 
other senators, can see that there m 
foundation for that contention The 
equalization, hovvevwt^gbus not mean 
that the Minneapolis market price 
would fall to the level of the. Winnipeg 
price. The probability m that the Win 
ni peg price would rise some à ml the 
Minneapolis price lower ; thus they 
would be on t he same level. The prairie 
farmers claim they would, in any event, 
get a higher price than they at present 
receive.

They point out in this connect ion tin- 
important circumstance that it is well 
known that the three States immediate 
I y to the south of t he l'rairie I ‘ro v i nces 
are ‘1 hard wheat * ’ producing States, 
growing pract ically t he same variety of 
wheat that is grown in th* I'rairie I’rov 
incus. A largo pan-eii » fi t he Unit e«4-

pi • " 1 lief shall be refunded as drawback, 
h-s 1 per centum ot such duties ’’

But that is not all There is this fur 
ther proviso:
‘‘Provided . if, however, the prin 

cipal product D exported, then on th** 
exportation thereof there shall be re 
funded ns drawback the whole of tin* 
duty paid on the imported material used 
in the production of both the principal 
and the by product. less one per cent., 
as hereinbefore provided. M

Which means this That if Hour 
manufactured from t lie imported wheat 
is'exported; the bv products, bran, etc., 
remain free of duty, and not wit list and 
i ng that tariff provision there is no 
practical demand in Minneapolis for 
the wheat of the Prairie Provinces for 
the purpose of manufacturing for ex 
port.

An the Minneapolis miller can select 
from an abundant supply and leave a 
surplus t*> be sent out via Duluth, our 
farmers contend that anv addition to 
t hat surplus would ii"t reduce t In* A m 
erican price, and that in no event would 
it be reduced below the Duluth price. 
Duluth is the point where the gram 
haves the West and becomes subject III 
i » -pert of price to Eastern and rxpifrt 
market influences. There seems to be 
no doubt that the Duluth price is "higher 
than the Winnipeg or Fort William 
pri+ov as 4 haw* pointed ou4.-mod—+ok

HAULING THE WHEAT
Scene on Farm of O S Morrison. High Bluff Man

States spring wheat is marketed in 
Minneapolis, or in small centres ad ja 
«•mt t h- nd o, but that this milling in 
dust i v do» - not consume the entire pro 
«luet ion is shown from the fact, as it 
i- given to me, that.during the crop 

• ar 1909, speaking in round figures, 
54,000,000 bushels of wheat were ship 
ped from Duluth; for the *rop year 
1010. mpoooooo buu he Is ; for the crop 
vi-a r 1011, 25.000.000 bushels: for the 
crop v « ar 1012, 7*.000,000 bushels, and 
up to the present, time, for the crop of 
|ol45,000,000 bushels, proving con 
elusi vely that more spring wheat is 
grown in the United States tributary to 
th"-' mill than i* required bv the 
miIls.

ft » an be readily seen therefore, that 
the Minneapolis mills do not need our 
wo « at for grinding p .rpo-< -, even for 
their home eon urn p’ ion Sur *b> they 
need it for grinding flour for the fur 
« ign market

Refund of Duty

Allow me in this connection to call 
vour attention to tue following extract 
fr «m, page f > of the tariff of t h< 
Uf .ted States

11 That upon the exportation of ar 
',»!< manufactured or prod m «-d n the 
f'nj««-d .States by t.-.e m-e uf imported 
merchandise or materials upon which 
custom* «Juties av < been [-aid. the ful 
amount of *uch duties paid Uf»on the 
unaYjtitv of material* used in th*- manu 

*vr< f'r ' - r ' '•■ * or t,f *i (. < v j * ’ * t-r)

farmers claim that if they are allowed 
to ‘*«•11 their grain on the American mar 

<t they will receive the American Du 
luth price. The rate of freight to 
Duluth corresponds to t he freight rat** 
to Fort William There is a great dif 
ference between selling at Duluth and 
sending thru the States in bond In 
the one case the American dealers can 
sell in the Eastern States and choos*- 
f heir own time and ve «-Is and quant i 
ties fur shipping to any point in the 
I‘ailed States, or from there to ocean 
ports, whereas the fi’anadian dealers 
cannot do so in t he on* case at all, 
or as well in the other

The cause for the higher price at 
Duluth may be accounted for at all 

* v«mt - partially by the reasons just, as 
igned the market of the l a tern States 

a rid 1 ome what lower ocean rates to final 
market* Undoubtedly when the United 
States ceases to produce more wheat 
than it consumes it will become an j rn 
porter and the price* will rise It has 
not yet reached that stage When it 
does it will open its dors to world corn 
petition. Already Argentina, which is 
1 an ad a's biggest competitor in the 
production of wheat., ha* made ji - tarif! 
lavs conform with the condition" uf the 
United States tariff and wheat and 
flour from that countr . will be admitted 
free of duty into th« United States

Effect on Railways

Another argument used against a
‘ r,.f f'r, 1 <./j ♦ n ♦ «•* * fi a f k et f nr wheat t*

that it w "ii Id involve l»»**s t<* our rail w a v 
t ransj'ortat ion system. Undoubtedly the 
lines of transportation in ( 'an ad a are 
east and west, and if the removal of 
duty would in a marked degree remove 
the traffic from those lines it would be 
an economic loss to Canadian rail w a v * 
and Canadian vessels and to the runny 
people employed on them in Canada 
But would it cause sud» diminution of 
traffic over Canadian lines ! The West 
ern farmers claim that in t lie three 
States producing hard wheat adjoining 
the l’rairie Provinces, the cost to the 
Dakota, Montana or Minnesota funnel 
to move his grain over \iih rican routes 
to the Eastern States is substantially 
the same as the cost to t he I'rairie 
farmer over the Canadian, routes to the 
East If. as pointed out, the Canadian 
grain is not a necessity to the Minina 
polis miller, it can find its way to tin 
Eastern States as cheaply over the Can 
nlian as over the American routes and. 
therefore, the < 'mindinn lines will have 
m» difficulty in retaining the traffic 
The average rates on wheat from Con 
tral North Dakota t •» Duluth is 15 cents 
per IUU lbs , corresponding to a similar 
distance t n Fort William from Canadian 
grain fields II shipped by Minneapolis 
t lie rate will b « • '.’n cents per 100 lbs 
for stopping and transfer, and to un 
load, 1 cent a bushel more. Th us, Him 
fa rnieTs c on toil d, it is clearly impossible 
fur I he M inneapolis dealer h» bring 
Canadian wheat to that market unless it 
is required for milling there To ship 
by Duluth do* not cheapen transporta 
t ion to the Eastern States market a 
compared with shipment bv Fort Wil 
liarn. If that be s*». tin* farmers asI. 
whitt have the transportation companies 
t " fea r ! Indeed, t he farmers say if our 
rates were cheapened a- suggested by 
t he f inance Minister why should not 
Canadian railway ' .an v Western Am
• loan wheat from Minnesota, Montana, 
and Dakota to the Eastern Ntut.esf Bet 
me call the minister attention to tins 
that the all water route for grain during 
the "pen '-eason is by the W el la ml 
< Anal For this waiter route there ar* 
not sufficient boat* of canal si/** t "
• arry the grain that would be offered 
for the all water route and large v en 
sels are used for its transportation to 
Port Colborne, where it is transferred 
to the river boats Port Colborne lies 
about twenty miles west of Buffalo. The 
rate for wheat to Buffalo was at the 
opening of navigation I * j- cents per 
bushel. The rate demanded to Port. Col 
borne, which port can only be used by 
Canadian bottoms, was 2 cents per 
bushel.. I stm informed that the same 
is a Iso demanded fur Ccorgian Bay 
ports It, i** said that Canadian boats 
demand more for hauling gram to Can 
adian ports than do the American boats 
to American port*, and the same grain 
-an be carried a longer distance in 
Yrnerican boat cheaper, but the coast 
wise laws prevent our using American 
boats to Port Colborne

The Western farmers also point out 
that the new market in the Eastern 
States would have a .steadying effect up 
un the pro « (tf wheat ; end as we pro 
«luce the best ha rd wheat, the Eastern 
States as wi ll as Europe would compete 
for it They also point out that the 
business in Canadian wheat is largely 
centralized and controlled by one Eng 
lish firm to the detriment of the Cans 
dian producer, and another market 
would aid in « he king that

The Millers’ Objection

\ not, her argument urged against free 
wheat r that 11 would injure Canadian 
mi Hi/i g interests I understand from
• 'tiii• millers who visited Ottawa that 
they would not seriously object, to fre*- 
wheat if they could get better ocean 
freight rates for flour The farmers
ay I low will the Western millers b« 

in Mired 4 Th. We-tern home market is
( «.r"in•*« *1 on I**#» M


