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Upon the eastern slope of the Swerra
Nevadas, n & harsh reglon embracing
parts of Eureka, Nye, Lander. Whit.
Pine, and Elke counties. Nevadas, Nes
the last wild-borse pasture in Americs
The place s & Bt desert stronghold The
nly milroad that crosses the State i "
hundred miles away It theee days
ride from one mach 10 another In nL,.
barren and nearly inaccessible territory
the wild horse has made bis last tand
agninst eaplivity

In Nevada today there are not lews
than Sty thouwsand wild horses There
may be one hundred thousand, for their
habits are such as 1o make an exact count
m possible It s esay 1o believe that
their ancestry goes back 1o the Aralian
horses that strayed from the amp of
Coronado in 1540, for they bave the fne
head, the shim legs. and the flowing mane
and tail, charscteristion of the Arabias
stock There are bays, albinos, chestauts.
red and blue roans, pintos sorrels. buck-
skins and milk whites The mares av
cight hundred pounds in weight, and lt'
stallions frequently weigh three hundred
pounds more than that; they stasd from
thirteen to fourteen bands high. Their
endurance s phesomenal. and as for
agility, the marks of their unshod boofs
are found at the summit of monumental
boulder-piles, whic)
even & mouniain goal
might reasonably be

r\,m(rd to eut owmt
of s itinerary. They
keep to an elevation

of from six to nine
thousandfeet. descend
ing to the plains
hardly at "all The
water-holes are from
twenty to 6ty miles
apart but when the
int of man s upon
% drinking place, they
will turn aside from
it, even in midsummer,
and wander on until
instinet leads them to
a spring that man
has not defiled In
winter the water-holes
may be solid ice, but
the horses are not in
convenienced they
eat the snow Bunch
grass is their susten
ance in summer. then
the first frosts cure
the white sage, and
that becomes palat
able; they paw tarough
the snow to reach it
and keep fat through
out the winter In
extremity they gnaw
at scrub pines and
cedars, the sparse chap-
paral, grease wood and
rabbit-brush, and with
starvation ahead they
eat the bitter-brush
of the Dblack sage
When a man has once mastered them,
these horses yield complete submission
They make wonderful saddle-animals,
sometimes race-horses. They are not
heavy enough for draught work, but
many thousands of them are to-day
drawing farm-wagons, buggies, and de-
livery wagoms in the States of the Middle
West. The average value of one of these
horses, after it has been shipped to North
Platte or Kansas City and slightly broken,
is one hundred dollars. Men spend all
winter planning campaigns against them
in the Kope of making big profits, and all
summer in proving that most of these
plans have flaws in them. Not in
frequently the novice finds, at the end
of the season. that the saddle-horses he
has ruined in the chase out-number the
wild-horses in his corral
Any good bronco-buster -hn'wrw\frvl
on the trail, and awaits his opportunity,
can get among a grazing band .lnd rope
his single-prize. But roping wild-horses
one at & time—and not the best of the
bunch—is not a profitable game How
to take the wild-horse in numherr-}hnl
has been the problem for two generations
The man who seems to have been most
successful in solving it is Charles (“Pete”)
Barnum, a native of Scuth Dakota, who
in six years—he is now thirty-two years
of age—has shipped from Nevada to
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Capturing Wild Horses

Middle Western markets more than s em
thousand splendid barses  Seven thousand
head s probably two thousand less than
be Bae ennght, for about twenty-Sve per
cent. are killed in the process of breaking
Mr Barsum's story of he work-the
Wmost sxeiting owtdoor trade in the West
today- as pves n his own language
runs much hhe this

You may be riding slong carefully
Among lowering mountaine when, quite
soddenly, you come upon & band of wild
horses feeding or standing ball aderp in
the shade of rocks or stunted trees. One
of the band seen, hoars or smells you, and
instantly all are alert. M you rein in
your horee and remain motion the wild
sallion will advance towards you with
extreme cantion. At last he balta, throws
up bis head, emits & mighty ssort. and
‘M‘.”,{ he s away ot 1u" speed, with
his band ot his beels. Down the mountain
side they go, with sever & trail to follow
They leap, scramble, tumble, crash through
old dead timber, and when ther strike »
bt of good renning ground. l’nw how !
beats come back to you like the roll of &
drum. I they are pursued, the thick
necked, thin-legged. many-scarred stallion
continues to lead. If no"pursuer appenrs
the stallion drope to the rear. 1o be on the
alert agninetl surprise, and his place in
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the lead is taken by & crafty old mare
During long runs | have witnessed this
change in leadership many times. Often
it spells defeat for the “ mustanger.”
The Wild Horse's Wit

To catch the wild horse is a real prob
lem. A man may have worked around the
mustangs for years, may be an expert,
fearless rider, a sure shot with the lariat,
may know the range perfectly, may have
schemed and toiled unremittingly in ar
ranging to take his captives, assisted by
men of experience equal to his own, only
to have & wily stallion or a sagacious old
mare outwit him and escape

Yet these mustangs are eaught, not by
twos and threes, or by scores, but by
hundreds. | have made this my business
for six or seven years. To many men the
catching of these horses is a source of
livelibood. They live among mustangs,
they think mustangs, they measure in
mustangs. | have worked from dawn
until dark felling trees and dragging
them to some mountain pass where | had
prrvmu-l) watched l-m( strings of mus-
tangs file unsuspectingly back and forth
to water or a favorite feeding ground. In
such passes my men and I have erected
strong lturk‘lL corrals, from the gates
of which we sould build long brush fences,
or wings, so that the outer opening would

be hallamile seroms. Then & trained
man would be sent to ride, walk snd
crawl until he had & buneh of wild horses
between him and the corral. He would
start the horses ina terrified run for the
o \ srcomnd rider would dart cut from
bebind & rock or tree and lash bis horse
after them. Other men would join the
chase, appearing suddenly as if from the
ground taell, their objoct being to sweep
the horses st top speed inte the wings of
e corrnl and straight dows nte e
hidden gate. Do they race into the trap!
Not always, nor searly slways. More
often & sense that we cannot define warne
them of danger. Over rocks, through
pines, codars, and mahoganies, even over
mounied men they tear their way 1o
lberty! The stockade corral was care
tully hidden, the trails were not disturbed,
yot they would st go that way. Owr
combined offorts were unavailling The
horses would not be cnught

Pursuing by Relays

When the country is suficiently open
and level, Sve or six experienced men, f
woll mounted and properly stationed, can
sometimes keep o C-d Jhw running
in great circles, and, by relieving each
other at regular intervals, they can in time

wear out the wild horses and corral those

who do not give out during the run
The distances these horses will run when
thus pursued by relays of riders are al-
most beyond belief. 1 have known in
stances where bands that had run twenty
miles would take a spurt and outrun fresh
horses. Bands that have been chased »
few times discover that the pursuers are
not after individuals, and the horses
quickly learn to drop away from the band
one al a time and escape. At length the
pursuers find that they are |nihnr only
one or two horset, and give up in disgust
When a band is started, they will race
away for a short distance, then halt and
face about at the crest of the first ridge,
like a line of soldiers. If they see the
pursuer coming, they will snort, wheel
about, and start on the long, long race
Immediately the mustanger begine his
work. Should the horses start off in the
direction of his trap, he will follow at such
speed as to keep close to them without
crowding them gbmlld the leader attempt
to take & new direction, the mustan
must force his own horse up to the stallion
and B’M him for the “drags™ and “tails”
will follow their leader thy.a The
mere appearance of the ememy st such
close quarters means i -:d on
the part of the mustangs, but the rider
must show such speed and determination
that the leader will acknowledge defeat

onn do will not turn them. |
sock and seck with thes
stallions: | have besten them
nose with my quirt satd thelr
drenched with blood, only to have
dacken sufliciently to hehind
horen, and thenes 1o conlinne on
contrary way :
Trapping with Tame Horses

Of the older methods of oapturing wild
horses the most sucosselul s the
A sumber of gentle horses are driven 1o
s section where wild ones sbound, and
are concealed in & natural rus . Sharp-
eyed men scouwr the “m“ for
mustangs, and, having found

start thelm in the direction of
of gentle horses. Relags of men are
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stationed owt of (sight the course
that the wild horses are ox to fol
low, to_keep them 1o the direction

At length the ruasing

and away, before
men near
hand can stop them
Sometimes they excite
the gentle horses and
un‘..lh- off also.
Or when the men
SR A
nd,
one At » u...'ﬁ
-.hlu‘. »
knowing full well that if they away
singly they will . Y,
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it is only the stall
to return o »
escaped. Often 1
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liberty outside the circle of men, but, if his
mares are held, he will return to them if the
men remain quiet. Horses that have e

caped from & parada never
lesson. When pursued again, t
avoid any band of horses.

It has always been the w
romn horses that were o in
L]

tH
st

poorer stock has improved the breed, and
the standard is hi among these wild
horses today than among

animals.




