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Howe-Its Religion. |e :
BY THE REY. DAVID B in our (-hu_rvluw ? ',\‘-‘ Protestants, we  just-

> BEYe AY. ly boast of the religions advantages which

we possess over Popish and Pagan nations,
in the free circulation of the sacred volurae.
But what shall be thought of our estimate
of the gracious boon,if we do not allow its
light to shine in our dwellings? Our an-
cestors for ages were, by a corrupt priest-
hood, denied this treasure : and at an early
period of the Reformation so scarce werc
copies of the Secriptures, that they had few
other opportunities of reading for themselves
than by going to the one copy which was
provided for the parish, and chained to a
desk in.the church. But now, by the boun-
ty of God, this lamp of life may enlighten
every abode; this ark of the Lord may
dwell beneath every roof, bringing the Di-
vine blessing on all the house. And let
Protestant parents daily appeal to that sa-
ered volume as the only but sufficient rule
of faith and practice.  Has not the plague-

EXeRaises of religion, in the family, are '
Y Mo means burdensome to him who lives
h the spirit and power of religion. He sees

8 calling, feels his obligation, and sets him-
lf_at. once to perform his duty. Iaving
blained the Divine blessing, he thirsts to be
nade o blessing to others. lle longs to be
the head of a religious family. From the
ord‘ of God he has received instructions
n Divine things, and he resolves to teach
T'_: same to his children. As from a child
thimothy knew the holy Scripturz, and by ‘
them was made wise unto salvation, so does
he determine that in childhood his offspring
shall know them. The Bible is prf’-n-mir:
nently the book of his house. Its Diyine and
sacred character is felt, and therefore is ac-
k'm)wlcdgml. He makes hischilren fami- |
linr witth its contents, and points out its adap-

ﬂ,'%h.n all its glorious truths to their

| praise.

T

n spa= Yonery alres dOnEd : ;
ritual wants.  He reminds thein that ‘IN'l."f Popery already appeared in many
< el A t : professedly Protestant families?  Are not
e 18 1w ring where waters fle . . . .
“Tu quench our-heat of ””;r i the lying legends of spurious saints already
Here i the tree where truth doth grow exalted above the veritable histories of the
To lead our lives therein. true saints of God, and the misleading say-
Here is the Judge that stops the strife ings of fullible men called “ Fathers” raised
o s e s above the sayings of infallible  Apostles,—
* s the o at | e lile . . . " . . v e o -
‘Thut deatli caniot assail. infallible’ beeause inspired by the Spirit of
the 6 e N God? ks Popery, in our own loved land,
w tidings of saivation Jear . . K .
Conis A ok a Froda T ance un to trinmph 7 If so, then there cer-
Flhie fortress of our faith is | tainly will follow a famine of the word of
Aud shield of our defene God.  Or is the pestilence of anti-Christian
I' ”
The family is summoned to hear those | “THF to be stayed?  Then let us feed our
3 . : L
Seriptures read, and {rom them children with the aliment of God’s uncor-
s read, e { . ;
rupted teath. This, this alone, can produce
* His servants there, and ri<ing race, moral health, with vitality and vigour sufli-
Are taught God's precepts, and His grae . b h . .t wgs
O . cient o resist the infection of prevailing
It i3 with reverence that he opens the Di- error.
vine volume ; while with u tone of mingled

awe and gratitude he reads its saered words,
as they are equally addressed to himeelf and
to his family. There are heavenly doe-
trines, faithful promizes, and infallible pre-
cepts for all.  Jt speakz with the highest
authority to all, and all are to bow to that
authority with- humble submission. Tt
veals to all one Saviour, points out one way
to heaven, and preseribes; without respect of
persons, precepts of wniversal application ;
while it addresses those to each which par-
ticularly belong to his station in life. When
the Bible is read in the family, the voice of
“God is hieard speaking to all that is in the
house. That book is adapted to every fa-
mily, both rich and poor. It provides com-
fort for cvery dircetion in every
perplexity, a supply for every want that can
be 0xpminnw~1‘ in arfaumily, while it sternly
reproves every family sin. For all
purposes the Bible is daily nceded.

sSOrrow,

thesc
And

will any parent making pretensions to reli- |

gion put dishonour on the Scriptures, h'v
neglecting to-read them in his family ?
will the awthority of that parent or master

i B be religiously respected, who makes not ’
*#"those whom he s fo govern acquainted with

He
that
receive

the sacred grounds on which it rests?
8 the minister of God to them ; and in
character the Bible tells them to
and honour him.

There are few scenes of deeper interest
than that of an assembled family, devoutly
listening to the word of God. The ordina-
ry bustle and business of the house are sus-
pended ; and the attention of all are fixed
on the affairs of the soul, and its everlasting
life. All are reminded that there is a God,
a Savionr, a heaven, a hell. The Scrip-

tures are profitable for reproof, for correc- |e
tathers Abrahiam and

tion, and for instruction in righteousness.

< The priest-like father reads the <acred page
How Abrumn was the friead of God onhigh;
Or Moses | t
With Amale
Or how the roval bard did gr
Beneath the stroke of Heaven's aven
Or Job's pat int and wailing
Or rapt lsain
Or other holy s

raphie firc;
ers that taue

sacred lyre

the Christi
guiitless blood
i heaven the secon

olume is the theme,
guilty man wus « H
I nam

T

Had not on earth whereon to lay His head;

How his first followers and servants sped,
The precepts they wrote to many s lan
How he, whe s hanished
Saw in the sun a mighty angel stand;
Aud heard great | n's doom pronounced by
ven's comm ‘
And the Bible is the book for child, as
well as for parent.  There is no other book
which will so early arrest the attention, and
afiect the feelings. Its vivid descriptions,

m

Hea-

sublime poetry, general histories,” and il‘l!“- ‘
vidual narratives, are never brought before !
them in vain ; but, above all; the story of
their |
hearts, and children will weep tears of genu- |

the Son of God incarnate touches
ine penitence at the foot of the cross. Yes,
children can understand that Christ dicjl for
them, that he suffered”for their sins, to |u_’|nj_1
them to God ; and this is the most precious

of revealed truths.  We want no other Bible

trath, and a sanctuary of God.
together read . the word of God, should toge-
ther approach the merey-seat.

ligion implies family worship.
God gave to Abraham a place for a tent, in
which his family might dwell, there did
Abraham raise to God an altar, that aroind
it his family might worship. There, through
the typical atoning sacrifice, was offered also
the sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving.—
| The Patriarchs were wont to

Or, |

their salvation.
Ly the narrative of dying Jacob blessing the

There are religious families in which these
exhortations are needed.  The Seriptures of
Divine truth Lave not the prominence which
is duc 1o them in their religions services.—
It is thought enough that they shonld speak
to God ; but it is equally necessary that God
should speak to them. 1 will hear,” said
the Psalmist, “what God the Lord will
speak to me.” Lot every house, therefore,
have its family Bible, not as a supertiuous
piece of furniture, but for daily use.

The Bible is the foundation of religion ;
but prayer embodies its spirit, and displays
its practice.  Kvery family possessed of the
Seriptures is' taught by them to make the
honse *a house of prayer.” I, in every
house there onght to he_the book of God, in

every Lhouse there ought to he an altar  de-
dicated to God.

The dwelling of a truly
family is at once a femple of
'I"IL_V who

religious

Family re-

Ilim, who was the God of their life and of
Who has not been affected

sons of Joseph? His blessing, however,
was rather a prayer that God would bless
them. But see the venerable saint placing
a hand on the head of each, and then say-
ing, in the spirit of devout gratitude, and of
carnest prayer, * God, wlhom
Isaae did walk, the
G which fed me all my life long unto this

before

i day, the angel which redeemed me from all
i evil, bless the lad<.”
with and for'our families, should we recount

Thus, when we pray

Letore them the mereies of God to our fa-

thers and ourselves.  And  our  children

<hould know, that when we are askine God |

to bless them, we are asking it of Him who

has been to us “ the Father of mercies,”' —

| And, O, that every parent, in secking a
| Divine blessing on his children, could not
| only remind them of God, who had fed him

all his-life long, but of the argel who had

| redeemed him from all evil!

And what family is there which has no
aoodness to acknowledgze, and no blessings
to.implore 7 A sacrifice of blood has alvea-
dy been offered : the Lord waits for the sa-
crifice of prayer. Who dares withhold it?
And when presented, let it not be with dull
performance, as of an irksome duty. It
need 1ot be a tedious service ; nor a hurried,
irreverent, and lifeless one.  Noj; it may be
a time of
prayer, “a scason of grace and sweet de-

| light,” when

“ Praver ardent opens heaven, lets down a str
Of glory on the consecrated hour
Of man in audience with the Deity.”

cred Scriptares in our families, as well as Israel are goodly., the dwellings of Jacob are |

loved of Geod.
prayer.  The chapter is read,

‘ Then, kneeling down, ta heaven'<eternal King
The saint, the f
Hope <prings «
I'hint thus they
I'here ever busk in uncreated ry
Noore to sigh, or <hed the L
Together hvmning their Cres
In snel society, vet «till maor

While cureling time moves round i

her, and the husband prays;
N tnuhphant

neet in future

un cternal sphere.”

And why should not this practice, with
associate joys and hopes, privail in every
family in our land ? There is not a family

in which the strongest reasons do not exist |

for offering a daily sacrifice of prayer and
The blessings and the wants of
every day and every night call us to appear

before the God of all our mercies. \Vlm;
(spreads our table? Who provides our|
clothing?  Wlo shelters our head?  Who |

is our Kw'pt r ; our shade on our right hand, |

and on our left; our Shepherd, so that we
Who performeth all things
forus? Whose mercies are they which are
new every morning?  Whose faithfulness
may we show forth every night? Why

do not want ?

docs not famine foree our door, and pestilenee | and “ the result unparalelled.”
Why is our soul|

desolate our chamber?
preserved in life?  Why do we not sce the
expiring azonics of beloved children ?
donot evil things perplex us? O! who
can think of his domestic mercies, and not
call upon his soul, and all that is within
him, to bless his ‘Benecfactor’s holy name?

*“Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my |

father’s house that thou hast brought me

We love to see a f‘:(lll”y :l{‘

/ ter motives to abstract those thousands fora

{ **From this unpremeditated beginning these

Why |

| of Presbyterians and Methodists.

!
continuing “ three days,” until, in fact, ll\cir’
supply of food was exhanste.  These jm- |
mense thrones ®ere not drawn tocether by |
accident, there must have been a pnr\'Hﬂ\-i
tial and wize design inducing such gather- |
ings—and may we not safely conclude "hat |
our adorable Redecemer availed himself of{
their cager curiosity, and in some casegbet-

time from the dangerous companionships,
toils, and cares of life, in order that hig soul-
saving teachings might be more cxtemsively
and rapidly diffused, by having such golti- |
tudes before lim ; and that the truths con-
veyed might be more deeply engravgp on
their minds, and far more influential ga both
heart and life, by reiteration under dempa-
rative freedom from all that could distract
the mind, or obliterate serious impressions.

In addition to what we believe is ssriptu-
ral sanction, we have the successful exumple
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the
United States, for a period of nearly fifty-
three years; the first having been held in
1799 in Kentucky, at which, * the seérvices
were conducted,” says the historian, ¢ by
Presbyterians, Baptists and  Methodists,”

The swine pious writer goes on to gbserve,

meetings were extended, inereasing in power
and usefubness, under the speeial  direction
"« A Pres-
byterian Minister calculated that there were
at least 20,000 persons present at one meet-
ing lield in Keuntucky.”  Further on he ob-
serves that “about three thousand at one |

Judicions arrangements are made, and ener-

of vessels from this port to visit Sackville,

Bat some object on- account of probable
irregularities; and evem immorality which
they suppose such meetings give occasion to
the wicked 10 indulge.—To such we say that
every thing of this kind can only take place
in a licentious commumity, and where ne

getic efforts put forth 1o secure order ; but
my readers may be assured that every thing
will be don¢ by the Minister and Friends
on the Hopewell Circuit to preserve order |
and decency of behaviour that ean be done ;
and if ourfriends who love Christ, and who
are heads of families will come and help us
by their prayers and eflorts, we promise
them that with the blessing of God they
will be constrained to praise Him that they
were induced to come to this lovely section
of the Province 10 spend three or four days
in the worship of God.

In a subsequent communication, for the
next Provincial Wesleyan, information will
be given df the best and cheapest mode of

| but being itself, exists independently, citlier

reaching the Camping Ground, as .arrange-
ments will be made with some of the owners

Dorchester and other places to bring those
who may wish to attepd.
R.
Hopcwell, July, 1852,

A. CHESLEY.
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Mental Science.

The Miracle of Life.

Roundless variety and perpetual chano
are exhibited in the living beings around us.
Fake the clase of insects alone : of these not

already been proved. They being, however, |
incapable of communicating  themselves, |
through the medium of sensagon, like mat-
ter, are more remote from

common appre-
hension.

Jut distance, in nature, isno more
a proof of the non-existence of spirit, tha
distance in space is a proof of the non-exist-
ence of matter. Actual existence can have
no relation, either to distance or perception.
Clearness of apprehension, it is true, com-
mynicates to the mind, the idea of assurauce,
and this assurance the eertainty of its being

tewer than 100,000 distinct species are  al-
ready known and described ; and every day
i adding to the catalogue.  Wherever vou
penctrate, there life can be sastained ; yon
tind hiving beings to exist ; in the (lrplh; ol
ocean, in the arid desert, or at the icy polar
regions,— The air teems with life. The soil
which clothes the earth all round, is swarm-
ing with lite, vegetable and animal.  Take
A drop of water, and examine it with a
( microsewpe : lo ! it is swarming with living
Within  Lite, exists other hite,

of our clearness of upptelu-miun, or our as-
surance of the certanty of its existence,
GrORGR Jouxsox,

Point de Bute, June 29, 1852. | creatures.

I — until it recedes betore the powers of human
. . | vision.  The parasitic animaleule, which
Young Hem’s convemlﬂn; | preys upon or within the body of a large
on, { snimal, is itself preyed upon .h.v parasites

rpc--.‘uliur to itself.  So minnte are living
animaleules, that Ebrenberg has computed

THE PRIEST AND THE BIBLE.

. e

NO. XXVII.

The Revolution which raised Louvis Phi-
lippe to the throne of France, secured for
that country a breathing-time of anrestrain-
ed l‘l‘“}_;imh |i|N'I'XA\'. In this brief |u'l‘im|
some off God's precious ones were gathered
in. When l:m-ly in France, we were much
struck with the follewing narrative of the
conversion of a youngsoldier at that time,
which we had from the lips of the excellent
man who was, in God's providence, the in-
strument of his change.

Mr. (. was making hiz usual rounds in
the hospital of the ancient town of M 5
in the south of France, when his attention
was attracted to the wretched case of ayoung

that not less than five- hundeed millions can
subsist in a single drop of water, and each
of these monads is endowed with s appro-
prate
ol motion

NE, POSSESSEs Spontaneous power
denjoysan independent vitality.

In the ve ry veean deeps, insects, by the
labour ot enabled to construct
islands, and lay the foundations of future
continents. — The the great
architect of thoe ocean.  First a
reef is formed ; seods are watted to it, ve
tation springs up ; averdant islund exists
then man takes passession and a colony is
tormeed,

Ages,

are

coral insect is

southern

Dig down inter the <arth, and from a han

hitherto?”  What might be the contrast of meeting fell upon the ground like Saul of | THE NATURE OF THE HUMAN MIND, ]
all thal we now enjoy 7 Our bed might be, Tarsus, under the presence of God.  The | Havis s i n ) |
that of languishing, tears might be our| formal professor, the deist, and the intempe- | AVING, In the preceding numbers,

| proved the existence of the human mind, |

soldier, who, in fearful sickness of body, and dred yards deep, throw up a portion of <ol

—coverit so that no communication ean take

turns'of this domestic <aerifice.

§ crever | . ~ .
Wherever | ened, it may be, by the choral song of praise,

| this is a service so sacred, so thrilling, so
{subduing, that the exiled profligate who has |
| ever known it eannot remember it without |

acknowledge |

my |

carncst, fervent, and believing

for our children than that which we ourselves
possess : it is the fountain at which both| .4 areat indeed is that blessing which he
parents and children may together drink the brings down upon his family, who, by his
water of life.

We like to see in every honse the well-
used ﬁnnf’_t/ Bible. 1t is a volume of para-

!ardent prayer, opens heaven, and fills his
dwelling with Divine glory.  There may be
there hearts so carnal and sinful, that they

“ David returned to bless his houschold ;7

o B L

mount interest to the parent, chietly because
it contains the oracles of God. It also gen-
erally contains the family register, and tells
us the time in which another and another
heir of immortality entered this dark )\u.ﬂd
of sin and sorrow. But it is a book of inte-
rest to the child also. = The sight or thought
of it calls up before him many a season of
grace ; when it flashed light and conviction
into his mind, and impressed him with the
necessity and the privilege of having his
name written in heaven.

Bible come up before his mind.

life.
happy remembrance of former-days :—

+ How painfully pleasing the fond recollcction
Of youthful emotion and innocent ,oy.
When blest with p:\r\;nm] advice and atlection,
Surrounded
high
~ 1 still view the chairs of my father and mother,
The seats of their offspring are ranged on each hand;
And that blessed book, which excels every other.
The family Bible that lay on the stand:
The old-fashion’d Bible, the dear blessed Bible,
The family Bible, that lay on the stand.”

And is not this a time when we are lou*-

1y callod upon to put bonour upon (he sa-

-

% {ing, and to g
In after-years, =
while toiling amid the strifes, the troubles,
and the griefs of life, will the image of the
e may
be bearing life’s burden in his native coun-
try, or enduring in the wild \}‘lldt'rnc'« of a
foreign land the privations of an emigrant ;
he may have risen to milucm:v, and 'bc re-
siding in a mansion, one of England’s mer-
chant-princes ; or he may be seeking repose,
after his day of toil, in the humble lug-lu{t s
yet;in any case,he will remember the family
Bible, out of which he has so often heard a
now-gainted parept read the word of ¢ternal
Hear him giving utterance to the

with mercies,—with grace from on

may resist even an influence 8o gracious ;
yet such oceasions of Divine light and mer
cy can never be forgotten 5 no, not hy those

who, for a time may love darkness rather
than light.  The remembrance and the in-

fluence of them wust return.
We earnestly recommend that in all fa-
milies, where it is practicable,

hearts of those who engage in it.

The

on a worshipping household !

carnestness in every mind.

righteous 7’

»

How many are the blessings which, in
answer to prayer, flow in upon the house-
Sorrow is relieved, darkness
is scattered, consolation is secured. For the

hold of God!

family, as for the individual,

“ Prayer makes the darken’d cloud withdraw,
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw;
Gives exercise to faith and love,
Brings every blessing from above.”

Prayer sanctifies the joys and sorrows,
prosperity and adversity, health and sick-

Lo

drink. the desire of our eyes might be torn

| from us, our bubes might writhe with anguish

in our
idiot’s
miczht
might

arms, there might leer on us the
eye, and the mmaniac’s
aflright us.  Hearse after
wait atour gate.  The well-spring of
mutual confidence neight be poisoned, wicked-
ness might intrude its riot, and our walls
mizht be leprous with stains of guilt, and be

hearse

marked for overthirow by vengeance. And |
should we not adore him who loads us with |

Let us rear an altar on the scene
ol merey ; not an aRar of expiation; but of
thanksgiving and prayer.

benefits ?

it the fruit of our lips; let us it up holy

¢ hands without wrath and doubting ; while

we encirele ity let us there pay our vows;
let our glory sing piaise, and not be' silent.

“ Pleasant beyond deseription are the re-
The simple
touching Languaee of aratitude, the acknow-
ledements of dependence and responsibility,
the confession of unworthiness and guilt, the

| ery for merey, the prayer for help, guided |
by the perusal of the holy volame, sweet-|
| ber of the Methodist Ministers in the States

pangs, and desires of contrition.  Wide as
are his roaming, that is the charmed circle
whence he can never stray.  Inextricable
as is the Inbyrinth of his gnilt, this is a clue
by which he may cuide back his course.—

Fair dawns the day which is so begun ; and |

calmly does that shut which is thas

no sun can emit, and the evening is hushed

[into a quict which no shade ean Jull.”
And is there a husband, parent, master, |

who will dare to step in between his family
and all this blessedness, and declare, by his
own impicty and prayerlessness, they shall
not enjoy it?  Who is he, who will not, in
his house, allow the oracles of God to speak,
or give the altar of spiritual sacrifice a place 7

Many are doing it this day. There are mul- |

which call not on the
What black ingratitude
What fearful guilt do
Darkness shall till their taber-
Peace shall not abide in their dwell-
ing.  Is he, whois at the head, ouly intent
upon building up his honse temporally 7 let
him know that by his neglect of Christian

titudes of families
name of the Lord.
do théy display!
they ineur !
nacle.

duty he is undermining it spiritoally, and |

| awtul is the eternal ruin that will soon over-

take it.  While such a one tancies he is en-
riching his children by shutting out from
Lis family the services of religion, he is
robbing them both of their birthright and
blessing.

Reader! art thou that parent?  Tas the
Lord had no altar in thy house, and hast
thou hitherto excluded the voice of llis
word? Let the time past suflice.
is already great. Fear to increase it.

shalt thou and thy house be saved. 'Then
| shall God bless tliee, and cause his face to
shine upon thee.  Thou and thy children
shall keep the w ay of the Lord, to do jus-
tice and judgment.  For the future, of your
Saviour, you should say, ¢ Hissname is Im-
manuel, God with us.” The Lord God
shall dwell among you, filling yon with
blessing, and crowning you with merey.  He
shall compass you with favour as with a
shield, while i< oracles and 1lis worship

phrenzy |

Let us lay upon |

similar mecting in the State of Maryland the

con- |
cluded.  The morning is gilded with a beam |

|
{ each other, and by their association for days |
|
[

Thy sin |
From |
this day eall upon the name of the Lord: so |

rate, met with one common lot, and eonfes-
sed with equal candour “that they were
destitute of the true knowledze of God.”

In another authentic work it is stated,
“A Camp Meeting was held in
Island, in the Philadelphia Conference in

Deal’s ill:.' to demonstrate its umportance.

{ from both reason and Secripture, we may |
[ now naturally direct our attention to its sa-
:Iun', investigating the same, and endeavour- |

The

| aature of the human soul may be illustrated

1810, at which there were 220 tents on the | by relerring to spirituality, derivation, resi-

ground, and, part of the tiwe, 120 sail of | :Irm:f. rationality, lIIiIIllI/r'I"ljl’l/!/, “uy.nnl'h{/l- |
ty, free agency, accountability, and identity. |
These momentous particalars are ealeulated
to exhibit the nature, magnitude, and vast

vessels lying at anchor off the Island.” Thos
interested were stated to have “laboured |
with great zeal, and corresponding succes

and that “some of the most unpromising
characters were happily and pewerfully con- |
verted at this meeting.”

At a mecting of the same kind “ on the
Talbot Clircuit in the same year, there were |

|

120 tents, and about 100 covered waggons, |

and not less than 200 converted.,” “ At a

same year, 179 persons professed to have
reccived the knowledge of salation by the
remission of their sins.” “ At Sing Sing,
New York State, there were 300 tents, a.
vast concourse, and much good done.”

It is authentically stated that a large num-

beenme awakened and converted ut” Camp
mectings, among these was a yme minister

of a fine devoted spirit, with whom the wri-
ter beeame acquainted when travelling above
Woodstock in 1841, who has since gone as
a Missionary to Liberia in Africa.

We ask in view of the above facts if it
does not become our (luly to attempt some-
thing of the same kind in this Provinee |
where owing to the limited number of our
ministers and other circumstances, the eause |
of Jesus extends so slowly ?

Such was the
opinion solemnly formed by the preachers
of our N. B. District when the important |
question was under consideration in May
last, “ What measures can  be adopted to
promote the work of God 77 |

But in addition to what is stated above, |
we think there is sound Philosophy in hold-
ing Camp meetings, where a Church desires
the increasc of union, and the spread of true
religion.

|

In the first place it generally brings the
members of different and

Circuits
together to form per<onal acquaintance with i

distant

in the Worship of God, it begets and cements |
that kind of Christian regard that will be
carried back to their respective circuits, and |
prove a bond of union, and source of plea-
sure through all their lives.

|
|
|
]

In tends greatly to encourage those who
are engaged in any enterprise, and especi- |
ally a religious one, to meet and hail mem- |
bers of all ranks who are aiming at the same |
objeet ; and we think that nothing is so cal-
culated to draw cliristians together from |
great distances tor the purpose of mutual |
encouragement as a Camp meeting.

Such meetings tend also to obliterate in the |
Church those conventional formalities that |
| arise among the different grades of society
while they dwell in the Stately ouse, and |
sit in the more respectable pews in the Cha- |
pel for the worship of God, particularly in |
towns and villages.

But we look chiefly at the directly spiri- |
tual good which we hope, nay, believe will
result from the devotion of a few days to
the iramediate worship of God, and atten-
tion on the Ministry of the Word. away
from Life’s ordinary load of cares and em-

| poreal, material or immaterial,

importance of the subject under considera-
tion. As the existence of the soul appears

{ to be nnequivoeally determined, it is requi- |
site, prior to our examination of its passions,
affections, and emotions, to unfold, so far as
{our present limits will adrait, the nature of

that living principle, which is, during human

life, united to a material body. And the topics |
which have been referred to, as necessary to |

be examined, inorder to attain corvect con-

ceptions of its nature, are, at once, sufficient

to excite in ns exalted views of the superior
part of human nature.

The spirituality of the human mind is
evident. There are only two substancesin-
to which it can possibly be resolved,—mat-

ter and spirit ; and it appears to us utterly
4 ineredible and impossible that it should re-

sult from the former. Allbeings and things
of which we have any knowledge, whether
animate or inanimate, corporeal or incor-
isible or in-
visible, which have in themselves a positive
existence, must be resolved into these two
primary substances. Matter and Spirit
constitute the first principles, or primitive
substances, of the whole of what we know
to have any existence in the mighty nni-
verse of God. 'We can have no conception
of any other substance, distinct from matter
and spirit ; because we are not conscious
that any other ever did, or will, exist.—

Whatever is material, so far as we can form |

any conception of it, demonstrates that -

| ter is its nature, however minute and inde- |
{ structible may be the atoms of which it i«

composed : and whatever is spiritaal or im-
material, so far as we are capable of de-
ciding, possesees indubitable evidences that
spiril is ils natare.

Matter, as we have already proved, is that

[ substance which occupics,or which is the sub-
| stratum of bodies oceupying space. Itis the |

aggregate of parts, or a mass of minute, in-

{ destruetible, atoms or particles, which cohere

by mutual attraction, and which are mate-
rial, extended, and impenetrable to other
watter.  Every Kind or portion of matter
obstinately occupies some space, to the ex-
clusion of all other matter from that parti-
cular space.  This occupancy of xpace is the
simple=t and most complete idea which we
have of material existence. ‘The particles
of which matter is composed, though torn
asunder, by repulsion, until they become, in
reality, invisible to the human eye, are still
susceptible of indefinite division, and have
still extension, and consequently, still occupy
.'\lh'l"‘.’. o
The essential properties of matter have
already been enumerated ; and as matter is
material, it must of necessity, have those
properties which are essential to its nature.
It is by these distinguishing properties that
its nature is demonstrated ; and that it
known to be a material substance. They
are absolutely requisite to its existenee ; and
without them we could have no satisfactory

| perishine ones like himself.

|

s

still more fearful distress of mind, was pay-
ing the penalty of his dissipation and viee
A year earlier he must have passed him
witlLoat ministering consolation to this weary
and L

avy-laden spirit, for hie was a Roman
Catholie, and proselytism might not be prae
tised.  DBut now the eace was altered, and
the Protestant Christian might  fearlessly
tell of the way of life to one who felt he was
lost, even though he had the misfortune o

belong to the Chureh which boasts that sal-

vittion

ix confined within its pale. He
pansed by the bed of the suflering youth.—
He probed his wound to the bottom, To

his Limentation, “ 1 am Jost,” he answered,
*“ You are lost,” for he would not heal his
wound slightly. "Then came the ofad ti-
dings of Himn who “came to ceck and save
that which was lost.” Never did thirsty
traveller in the desert drink the waters of
the spring with greater eagerness than
young lHenri drank in the new him
it was news—that there was salvation for
He longed to
make himsélf fully acquainted with the wily

| of reconciliation, and joyfully received the
| Bible which M. C. lefi, with the assuranee

that there he would discover all that w
needful for the sinner to know. Suoccessive
visits found the invalid poring over his new-

ly-acquired treasure, and growing in the |

knowledge and the love of our Lord Jesus

| Christ.

One morning the priest entered into con-
verzation with young Henri.  1His talk was
of &in, salvation, alory, while n deep earncst-
ness was stamped upon his  pallid  counten-
ance. The priest had known him only as a
wild and reckiess youth. Was it indeed the
same ? ‘
ly words and burping thoughts poured forth?
The priest a kind man, and, after his man-
ner, a devout man, was overjoyed.  For a
time he sat by the bedside, an eager and de-
lighted listencr, rather than an instructor.—
No ghostly comforter could have uttered
sentiments more pious, orin a spirit of great-
er earnestnes<.  These

NEW-SPruang  senti-

ments fell like dew upon the spirit of the |

priest.  He conld searcely find words to ex-
press his joy. “

himself. “ Here,”  said

benevolent interest gave place to one of pro

fessional sternness ; * that book is prohibit- |

ed; youmust give it up.”  “ Give it

read that book,” urged the priest.
{ thing holy can forbid that book

|

led up with the light of truth. « It
l which has pointed me to the way of life;
1% o its guidance 1 trust, if 1 recover, to be
able to keep in the paths of morality and re
ligion.
' sponsible for my fall.”
the priest relaxed,his spirit wasmoved ; ec

that
b

Was it Henri from whom those ho- !

but where did you learn to
| think thusz ?’ he asked, as if suddenly recol-+
| lecting Ienr,
drawing his bible from under his pillow.—

“ From that book !” he said, as the look of

up !

exclaimed the startled Ienri, rising inll.i~
i couch, and grasping his treasure lirvnly in his
{ hand; “ Give it dp ! impossible I
the holy Catholie Church forbids laymen to
" orand Hen-

ri, with deep emotion, his pale features light-

“ By

s
it

Tuke it from me, and you are re-
The countenance of

place between il

v earthcand the surrounding
Soon

ar. you will observe  vegetation
springing op—perhaps néw piants, altoge-
ther unlike any thing herctofore grown in
neighbourhwod.  During how many
thousand years has the vitality of these seeds
been preserved deep in the enrth’s bosom !
Not less wonde rlul is the et statedd lb)‘ lml‘tl
Lindsay, who took from the Iand of an
":'_'i\'|-li:n|| lnll!nm_\' a :lllu'r, \\,Iit h muast hu\'i‘
been wrapped up there more than M) years
betore. Tt was olanted, was rained and
dewed upon, the sun shone on it agnin, and
the root grew bursting forth and blooming
into a beauteons Dahlia !

At the North Pole, where you would ex
peet life to become extinet, the snow is some
times found of a bright red colour.  Ex-
amine .t by the microseope; and lo! it.is
covered with  mushrooms, growing on the
surface of the snow as¢ their nutural abode.
a portion of pure
water, sechides it from the air, and then
places it under the influence of o powerful
eleetric enrrent.

A ,'lliln\llp'l' r distils

Living beivgs are stimu
lated into Existence, the acart Crossit ap-
[ pear in numbers ! Here we touch on the
borders ol a greal mystery, but it is not at
all more mysterious than the fact of Life
itself.  Philosophers know nothing about it,
further than it 5. The attempt to discover
its canse inevitably throws them back upon
the Great First Cause, Philosophy takes

cfucre 1 r iy
refuge in rélizion.

-

Improving Time.

It 1s a common remark that time flies, and
ought to be tmproved.  We fear, howes er,
that few who make the observation are real-
ly aware how much it involves, and how far
they themselves come short of it, Most per-
sons do not rightly estinate the worth of
the smaller fragments of their time. They
have largedeasof what may be accomplish-
ed n years aud months, but of the valye of
minutes, or even hours, they seem uncon-
scious.  Yet it 1s only hy dih;;rmly seizing
and employing these, that we can secure
from waste the longer periods,.  Why is this
truth so often and so «trangely overlooked ?
That it 1s 80, is obvious, whatever be the
cause. Many people act as though it had
never occurred to them that life 1s made up
ol days, and days of moments. They are,
pethaps, not chargeable with gross indo-
lence, or habitual neglect of daty. Bt in
the moments of needful occupation they
loiter, dream or trifle; and at the close of
the year, wonderiny they have done so lit-
tle, and failed to accomplish so many of
their plaus, they complain of the shortness
of tme, the muluphicity of their engage-
ments, or the peculiar hindrances they have
sustained ; in short, throw the Llame on
anything and anybody rather than on them
selves,  Might notthis be prevented? We
think it mnght, and we will try 1o show
wherein, as we suppose, the fault exists.—
Take one or two familiar cases.

| Hints ahout

siastical injunctions and professional harri-
ers were beginning to totter before the living
earnestness of truth,

A weary merchant, who at seven o'clock

has returned from his desk  and counting-
house i the ey, to a comfortable country

villa, exclanns, as he throws himself upon

“ We have superiors
in the Church as you have in the army,” Lie

staying
{ should form part of the religious service.—
| This helps greatly to quicken religious feel-
ve cfficiency to the exercise.
{ Devotional singing imparts life to devotion-
I'al feeling, while it softens and blends the
Iow of-
ten has it been our happy lot to observe
[ with delight the effect of the evening hymn
thanks
for the blessings of the day, the prayer for
protection through the night, and the sup-
plication for a preparation for death and!
judgment, have seemed to :\‘wakcn r««:nli!nq‘-nt\‘
of gratitude, and feelings of solemn n'llglugs
And why, in
[ this sense, should there not be * the voice of
joy and rejoicing in the tabernacle of the

of the dgvout family, The tents of |sands” repairing 10 the “ desert place,” and | Pic-Nics, &c.”

ployments—away from associations ealeu- | evidence of n»n;m‘rul gaislence; or that ‘.h'l-v
lated to choke and in many cases actually to | 2 e easgmtil PRESTUER of SuRUEL, W e
a4 stroy the seed sown in the heart by Sab- | lh("rr: lm. Innate properties i m:mvr,vssenu:nl‘
bath sorviced. | to its being, we could have no knowledee of

= : . |it, nor distinguish it from spirit. That
. We ﬂlou' also at (hf} increased opportuni- [ w11 has no properties by which it may be
ties uﬂurflcd to the sinner to assist hm! W defined, must remain without deseription ;
turn to God, and the increased opportunities and that of which we are
afforded to ministers to \\’:nrn.r-xlmx:t. .:m'l to us a perfect non-enity. Matter, then,
pvraunde.lhc impenitent to fly to Christ ; must possess its own essential properties ;
many being drawn to "’u‘_'h.m”"l”"""' that | (o without them it could not be maiter,
never go to the huu.w. of God, and others neither could we form any ideas of material
}vlm may hear an lk'l':l.ilull.’ll sermon but are | substances. It is of no consequence whether
fmmulzzucly bronght in contact with such a mass of matter be small or large, because,
fnﬂuem"eﬂ as eflectually destroy any good of any dimensions, or under any circum
lmpressions. | stances, these properties must invariably ad-
here to it

are your jJoy.— Christian Miscelluny.

- .- -

[FOR THE FROVINCIAL WEsFAAN |

The Camp Meeting,

As a Camp Meceting is a religious associa-
tion but little known in this and the adjoin-
ing Distriet, except by report, it appeared to
the Committee appointed at our late District
Meeting to decide on the time and place for |
one, that the principal reasons for
asure should be given in the columns
of the Wesleyan, in order to remove preju-
idices and enlist as far as possible, their X .
interest, and prayers in bebalf of the enter- In short we expect the conversion of sin-
prise ;.and, the brethren, who with the Ders and the revival of the work of God 0 | matter, of which we can form any concep-
writer, composed said Committee, having | believers, and that those returning to their | tions, must have solidity, and where there i
urgently requested me to perform this duty, different classes, and neighbourhoods, will | solidity, there must be magnitude, and where
I venture to proceed with the task without assuredly spread the blessed Leaven to a | there is magnitude, there must be extension,
further apology, desiring of my readers, the | Sreater extent than has ever been done by | and where there are magnitude and exten-
candid, and prayerful consideration of what | AnY revival growing out of Local efforts, | <jon, there must be figurability and divisivi-
is hereafter submitted. | such as Protracted meetings, &c. |lity. Matter must, therefore, under any
|  Although what we call a Camp Mecting| We anticipate objections however from | and every modification, of which it is capa-
| is a novelty in the Dritish Provinces, it is a |
| mecting of very ancicnt date, under another

name ; what is called “the feast of taberna-
cles 7 being in substance a Camp Meeting—
| for altho’ commemorative, it was designed | will not the spiritual blessings reccived from
{to promote true religion among the Jews. | God amply repay, if God should pour out
At a later day, and under a later dispensa- | His blessed Spirit on the vast assemblage,
tion we read of multitudes repairing to *“ the | and revive your own soul, or it may be to
wilderness” to listen to the soul-stirring|convert a son or daughter ?—Many, and
words of John, the forerunner of our Lord ; | perhaps some of those very objectors spend
and under the brightest and best dispensa- | twice as much as they would in attending
tion, we read of the “ four ” and “five thou- | the Camp meeting, in “pleasure excursions,

trouble and expense—to such we say the | constantly partaking of magnitude and figure.
| trouble and expense will not be <o much as |

nor demonstrated to exist.

unconscious, is |

The most minute portions of

some of all classes.—Some object to the | ble, be a solid, extended, divisible, sub<tance, |

From the foregoing particulars we arrive
| you expeet, but if it were likely to be so, | at this conclusion: Matter is that which oc-
cupies space, and is possessed of certain pro-
perties essential to its nature and existence,
and without which it ecould neither be known

The existence of matter, then, is evident | have any thing of that kind in our shop !!”
from sensible proof; but actual existence | This is highly complimentary to Protestan-
does not terminate here. There are also|jsm, as to its agency the world is indebted |
spiritual substances, which must bave a|forthe Word of God, at prices which bring |
positive existence, and which existence has| ¢ within the reach of the poorest families,

.

|
?
| replied in a hesitating voice ; “Tmast at s sofa, “ Well, 1 wish I had done with
[ least consnit my superiors.”  “ And what if the accounts; | have no time for self-im-
[ your superiors refuse 7' answered Henri: provement, or doing good toothers . all my
!.. must I part with my Bible?  No, I would energies seein absorbed iy money-getting -

part with life riiher.
sink againinto darknéss and wratchedness,
‘he thrilling earnestness with which these
words were spoken overthrew the remaining
| hesitancy of the spiritual counsellor. = Then
{ keep your Bible,” Le <aid, as he turned away
to conceal the strugaling emotions of the
gyved and fettered [;ruwl‘—:unl of the Kihdly,
honest-hearted man. :
| » Some weeks Luter, the youne soldier.curcd
in body and in spirit, left the ho pital, a_tith
ful and rejoicing soldier of the  ero--
h st—Fnglish Pre shyterian Messenqer.

Take it from e, and

“ Surely, oy dear,” replies lus wife,
“ you are not so badly off i this respect af-
ter all; you have several hours in the even
ing.”

“Yes, but what are they worth when one
18 tired and harrassed with a day’s fag at
the office 7 T'hose who can command all
their ume may accomplish almost what they
will; but what can a man do who has only
an hour or two at mght, and part of that
tme taken up with meals and chit-chat 7'

While this worthy man s thas complain-

ing, -he might be reading (o his wife a cliap-

— ter in some wteresting book ; writing a let-
‘ ‘ ter to a friend ; perfurmmg, if he have a
The Blble in Fl‘ance. talent that way, some litle prece of handi-

. . .

craft skill; or giving lis children some
pleasant and familiar lesson, which would
imcrease their stock nfkmn\vlcdge, and draw

ontmore strongly their affections towards
lnmself.

The Paris eorrcspondent of the €Yhristian
T'imes describes a visit to a Parisian book-
[ celler as follows :—On asking for a book
which eontained * the Lile of Jesus Christ,”
with notes, the price mentioned  being very
considerable, I remarked, * How is itthat [
can get the whole New Testament for ten
sous, when this very small portion of. it
costs s0 much?”  The bookseller replied,
It is the Protestants who print the New
Testament so cheap ; we used formerly to
{sell the New Testament, and buy at their authority at defiance; and of her own in-
| warehouse=.  But, of course, since we are | ability, from family cares, to comply with
| become cln_nrr‘h ltm.k«;llc.r.. and only sell | his wishes for a little reading or music.—
| objects de piete (pious articles), we cannot | Her sister, however, with (hree times as
many children, and who, perhaps, if 0 that
station of life, often lends a hand in the
shop besides, manages 10 get through her
day's work in haif the time. This excites
A Lucy’s astonishment, and prompts the que-

i

‘T'ake another illustration. A young wife
and mother, amiable and kiud, but not par-
ticularly thoughtful,is really sorry that when
her husband returns home in the evening, he
should so often have 1o complain of the dis-
order of the house ; of the perverseness ol
the two children, who seem to set parcnll'




