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). Moral and religious cbaracter—are we nien
ofGod ?

% 'The belier of our doctrines as explained in
the notes of Mr. Wesley on the New Testa-
nert, and his first four volumes of serinons.

3. Attachment to our discipline, and a faithful
adwministration of it ; and

4. Competent abilities for the work of the Chris-
tian Ministry. '

A part of Friday, and the whole of Saturday were
davoted to these enquiries into the characters of the
Ministers of the Connexion. ‘The question was re-
sumed and completed at the early sitting on Tuesday
momning. ‘The result of this minute and lengthened
investigation affurds eause of devout thanksgiving to
God, by whose all-sufficient grace his servants have
been * kept from the evil that is in the world.” The
examination relates to nearly 1400 ministers. In
this large number the cases were extremely few
which called for the exercise of the mildest disci-
pline ; and they chiefly referred to points of ecclesi-
nstical rule and order, and were generally exempt
fromn a-charaeter of moral delinquency. One instance
only required the extreme penalty of expu!sion from
the Ministry. :

The forenoon and afternoon sittings of Tuesday
were occupied by an examination conducted by the
President, in the presence of the Conference, of those
young ministers, who, having completed theirterm of
probation, are now proposed to be fully admitted in-
to connexion with the Conference. The examina-
tion is chiefly of a Theological nature, and is design-
ed not only to ascertain that these young ministers
are themselves *¢ sound in Faith,” but also that they
possess such an acquaintance with Christian 'I'heolo-
gy, as by the blessing of God, will qualify thew, in a
enmpetent and useful nanner, ¢to teach others also.”
‘They are 52 in nuinber ; and we hope to be able to
present to our readers, in our next gumber, an ample
report of the services conpected ‘with the ordina-
tion.

In the early part of this day, it was resolved, by a
unanimoos vote, that the thanks of the Conference
be presented to the Ex-President for his * Centevary
sermon,” and that he be requested immediately to
publish it. A similar request was presented to the
President for the publication of his sermon ; ‘and
the Rev. J. Scott to publish the sermon which he
preached on the morning of the preceding Sabbath ;
that discourse, alse, bauving a Centenary character.

On Wednesday morning, the examination of the
young men, to be admitted into full connegion with
the Conference was concluded. Several of the most
eminent ministers of the Body expressed their warm
approbation of the manner in which they had pnssed
through the examination, and of the clear and com-
rehensive views they bad stated of the system of

esleyan 'Theology.

The Conferemce was ocoupied during the greater
part of Wednesday forenoon, in considering the di-
visions of the Circuits which were proposed,—and
which had réceived the previous sanction of the Dis-
trict Meetings to which thiey respectively belong.

At this stage of the business, the President stated
that the Rev. Dr. Olin was about to retugn to Ameri-
ea, and wished, in taking leave, to dddress a few
words to the Corference.

Dr. Olin said,—He could not but feel unfeigned
embarrassment in attempting to address such an as-
-membly as that before which "he then stood ; particu-
Jarly as this was the first time for the last three years,
.shat his state of bealth had permitted him to speak in
public. Though he had no official duty to discharge
amongst them, yet it appeared to him, that it might
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be deemedh uncourteons if ha omitted to a .
thanks to them, as the Fathers of the Wd#) "
mily, that they had perinitted him, a strang;’z::_:
cupy a seat amongst themn, and to witness 1‘037 ey,
liberations. ‘T'hey had stretched out the hand'oﬂ'.l.‘
lowship to him ;—they had recognized him as a Beg.
ther, as & member of the same family as themselvesy
—and he heartily thanked the President, and through-
him the Fathers of the Body, for having received higy/
in that character. He bad mingled with them, et -
merely as an official assembly, met for the transa.
tion of business,—hut to remind each otber heow.
much they owed to God for the mereies of a hundred -
years. Though he had no official duty to executs
amongst them, yet he claimed a filial and fraternnd .
relation to them ;—in the celebration of their Jllhiln')
they occupied commmon ground ; his heart beat with
theirs in his attachment to the great principles of.
Wesleyan Methodism ; in his veneration for shess:
great and good men who had gone Uefore ; andini
his settled purpose to co-operate with: them, add
with hisbrethren on the other side of ihe Atlantiesis:
extending the blessings of Christianity to the eads:ol:
the earth He had been highly gifted with the op~
portunity of witnessing the order of their i
ings. He had been in the habit of looking, with
great attention and interest, to the deliberationsef s
Lody which occupied so important a part m the mee
chinery of Methodism. He had regarded with pow
cnliar affection the companions and sucbessors of kim
whom God had raised up for the aecomnplishment:of
this work, and had contemplated these vcmnﬁ
men with profound respect,—as the conservators ef
the great principles of Protestantism and W
“Methodism. In America, as in England, they ealf
Mr. Wesley their Futher in God : and though th
were not disposed to call any man * Master™
earth, yet they regarded him as their chosew fnmi
preter of the Word of God :—and that no commen
measure of the spirit of wisdom and grace vested
upon him when he devised that form of sound werds,
and that system of godly discipline, which constigss
ed the bond of their union. He rejoiced to see tmt
here, in Ireland, and America, they walked by the
same rule, and that everywhere Methodism wae
one. They venerated the writings of Wesley ;*is
works were in their libraries ; his views of divise
truth were inculcated on their youth. They venerat-
ed, too, the writings of Flctcher, Clarke, Benees,
Watson, and severa} other worthies whose Jabgurs
had contributed to preserve their unity of fnith and
practice. They were indebted, too, to the able pee
of one who had made Watson so well knowa o
It would have given him great satislse
tion, te have seen at this Conference, a represeniy-
tive of the American branch of the Wesleysn ﬁ‘&
to take a part in the celebration of the Centesary
Methodism, to say, how cordiaily they were dieppee
to co-operate with them in the advancement .
common ohject.—**You (said Dr. O.) bave existed
100 years,—~we 50 ;> and he was sorry that it W
left to one so little known,—who had renderedso
litle service to the cause, to make this commenies-
tion. His heart was animated by the bistory .of the
past, aud the hopes of the future, and feeble sehe
was, he would repeat that they were of ane hesst
and one mind with them. Their plans and polisy
were substantially the same, the small ,
which existed between thein, arose from sbe orgsét-
zation of the civil government,—in the ful_l"‘"..!'
ciety in America, and in the character of sheir pplici-
cal institutions. But their dewnocracy was paipe”
mitted to impair the distinctive feature .of IB®
polity as a Christian society. They bad no},m
free from dispulations on certain parts.of theitfpd;
gious system ;—but those points of .differspce.,

been settled, and they were now united. Coatreve”




