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T0 OUR FRIENDS.

We nave mailed to all our subecribers
who are in arrears a statement of their
accounts, We need ecarcely say that it
requires a large eash expenditure each
week to produce a newspaper. Our sub.
scribers are eurely aware of this already,
and they must, on reflsction, arrive at
the conclusion that it is uofair to over.
look the duty of equaring their in.
debteduess st least once a year. Many
subgeribers postpone payment until the
agent calls, and pay promptly and cheer-
fully when he mskes his appearance,
For this we sincerely thank them. It
would, however, be much better for us
were they to make remittance to the
office, thus giving us the use of the
money in the meantime as well as saviog
the time of the agent. It coats but two
cents for a money order &nd five cents
for registration, Either of these methods
should be employed. Tue money order
Bystem is, however, the best ers well
as the cheapest. With the money cr
money order all that 1t 1s necessary to rend
13 the namo aud post cflize address, Re-
celpts are eeat lmmediately, and if not re.
celved In due time & card should be sent
to the office glvisg date when 1emittance
was made. A very commcen custom la to
fancy that the publlsher will not miss the
sabscriptioa of avy one indlvidual. We
would not frdeed mles one nor a couple of
dozen subssriptions, but the fact is that
thonsands act on the principle alluded te.
We hope sall our kind friends will begin
the New Year with accounts bulanced for
their Catholic paper.

THE FESTIVAL
MAS.

Tae great festival of Ohristmas, which
the Church is to celebrate next Thurs.
day, is justly considered to be one of the
two greatest festivals of the year, both
on scccunt of the imporiance of the
event in iteell which is thereby com.
memorated {and because of the benefit
conferred on mankind by the mystery
which was accomplished on that day,

The importance of the mygtery of the
birth of Jesus was recogunizsd in heaven
itself, for a Redeemer hod been promised
to menkind when our first parents were
yet in the garden of Paradise, that is to
say, before God punished them for the
disobedience of which they had been
guilty, by driving them from that happy
abede, condemnirg them for the future
to earn their living by the labor of their
hands, During the four thousand years
which elapsed between the fall of our
first parents and the birth of Carist the
world was by the will of (G3d in a con-
dition of providential preparation for this
great mystery ot the coming of Jesus
Christ, The old law which God gave to
the Jows was itself a part of this pro-
vidential preparation, ell its eacrifices
and religious ceremonies beirg but a
figure of what was to beppen during the
period of Redemption which was in-
auguraied by the incarnation of Christ
the Son of God; and when the time
arrived for His coming into the world His
birth was announced by angels to the
shepherds of Jadea as most joyful news,
We ere told in Holy Seripturs that the
“brighiness of God shone round about
them ”’ go that they were filled with
great feer, whereupon ¢ the angel eaid to
them : “Fear not, for behold I bring you
good tidings of great joy that shall be to
all the poople, for this day is born to
you & Saviour who i Christ the Lord, in
the city of David.”

This news wes a source of gladnees to

oF CHRIST-

of the Obrlat, the Meegias, through whom
man wes to be redeemed, had been long
expected &y the precuxeor of a new era of
peace to man. It was on thls account that
a multitude of the heavenly army praleed
God for the accomplishment of 8o desirable
an event, chantlng the hymn of joy :

« Giory to God In the highest, and on
earth pence to men of good.”

An era of peace was indeed theu In-
augurated, for there could beno true peace
antll the tad effects cf the slus of man.
kind were repa'red by the work of
R:demption, which could be accomplished

of God. The birth of Christ was therefore
the signsl that the work of Redemption
was about to begin, which was to restore
the buman race to that high destiny for
which it was created, but which through
olo bad been forfeited. No atonement
which man could offer for the sins of four
thoueand years could suffice to satisfy the
divine juetice which demanded that an
sdeqnate sactifice should be offered to the
adorable trlune God in eatisfaction for the
many enormities of which the world kad
been guilty during forty centurles: and it
was oply the Infinite wisdom snd mercy
of God which could find a remedy for evile
e0 great and o numerous,

The coming of Christ into the world was
the only meacs whereby that atonement
could be made, and it was for this purpose
that Cbrlet was born, It was for this rea-
son that He Is announced as the Saviour
whose coming was an ooccaslon of great
joy to all the people, inasmuch as it 1s “for
us aud for our ealvation that He came
down from heaven,” as we are told in the
words of the Nicene Oreed.

As our future Redeemer, a Saviour
was expected and announced by the
Propheis who preceded our Blessed
Lord, ToHim were applied those words
of Isuias: “Rejoice and give praise to-
gether, O ye deserts of Jerusalem ; for
the Lord hath comforted His people, He
hath redeemed Jerusalem.” ([saias 52.)
The fulilment of this prophecy is an-
nounced by the Apostles of Christ in
many forms, among which we may par.
ticulariz tho words of St. Paul to Titus
(ii, 14:) “He gave Himsell for us that
He might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify unto Himself a people accept.
able, pursuing geod works,”

It is certain that the Christian Church
celebrated this featival from the earliest
times, though it cannot be said thst
there was complete uniformity in regard
to the very day on which it was cele.
brated, Pope Julius the First, whose
pontificate was in the first balf of the
fourth century, made close iuquiry into
the records of Judea, which had been
brought to Rome by Titus after the
destruc'ion of Jerusalem, and in a letter
which he addressed to the Bishops of
Jeruealem, in answer {0 enquiries made
on the subjsct, he states that the proper
day for the celebration of the nativity of
Christ i the 25th of December, and this
is the date on which it has been cele-
brated in the Western Church, though
the practice in the Eastern Church was
then to celebrate it along with the Epiph.
any on the 6th of January, After the
time of Pope Jallue, however, the Eastern
Church accommodated its practice to that
of the west,and St John Chrysostom in
one ¢f his sermons delivered in Antioch
on the 25.h of December speaks of that
date as bolng the day universally observed
as our Saviocur's blrthday, The Eactern
Church, the Schismatics, as well ae [the
Catholics, coiebrate the festival on the 25th
of Decembar, though owing to the d!ffer.
ence In the calendar, between the oldJand
new styles, the 25:h of Dacember}injthe
old style used In the esst does not cccur
until our feast of the Epiphany, January
6th, which {s on thls rccount often called
“0ld Chelstmas ¢ay,” It will be borne ln
mizcd thst owlng to & few minntes differ-
ence between the actaal time of the earth’s
revolatlon around the eua, and the length
of the yesr as obsarved under the calendar
uced dowan to the elxteenth century, there
was st that time a varlation of ten daya
between the date of the actuwsl vernal
equlnox and the date on which it occurred
when thoe old or Julian calendar wes in-
atituted ia the yesr 45 B, C. The vernal
equinox In 1582 ocsarred on the 11th in-
stead of the 213t of March, and In that yeer
Pope Gregory XIIL, ordained that the 5th
of October should ba called the 15sh of
Octcber, Since that time the dlecrepancy
has reeched twelve days, so that the
orfentals now observe Christmas day while
we are celobrating the Epiphary,

The senson of Advent was instituted
by the Caurch for the purpose of pre.
paring for the great solemnity of Carist-
mes, and as the boat preparation which
cau ba made, in order to fulfil the pur.
pose for which the feast is to be ob.
served, is to be in the state of grace, the
Caurch strongly recommends all Catho.
lics during this holy season to make
their peace with (God, and to receive
wortkily the two Sacraments of Penance
and the Holy Kucherist, for it is of the
last-named sacrament that our Blessed
Lord says : ** Unlees you eat ihe flagh of
the Son of man and drink bis blood you
ebalt not have life in you,” (8t Jobn,
vi) At this time, therefore, all good
Catholics should prepare themselves
carefully for the fulfilment of this sacred
duty,

Herr WiNtHORST, the leader of the
Centre or Catholic party in the German
Reichstag, earnestly supports the Govern.
ment. His relatione with Chancellor Von
Caprlvl are most cordlal, and it is confi-
dently steled that the Chancellor 1s in
accord with Herr Windthorst on the ques.
tlon of repealing the laws under which the

rellglous ordsrs were expelled from Ger.
many., The Bundersrath 1s less favorably
inclined towards the Cathollec Church than
{s the Relcbstrath, but there {s good reason
to believe than Gen, Von Caprivl will use
his influence In inducing them to repeal
all cbnoxious penal laws which were
paesed nuder Blemare

only through the incarnation of the Son

WHAT IS IN A NAME?™

A valued friend of ours, a merchast in
s flourlsbing Canadian town, in the conrse
of his business, became possessed of a large
number of pige’ beads, which being a use-
fal article for purposes of domestic econ-
omy, he desired to sell at & low prica, As
hls customers came in he informed them
in the course of trade that he had pige'
heads which he would sell cheap, but to
bis discomfiture he could find no buyers,
A happy thought hereapon stzack bim,
He would give the pigs’ heade a pleasant
name, and woald sgein try bls luck, He
begen to tell his customers that he could
sell jowls cheap, and as soon ax they saw
what the jowls were, his stock of pige’
heads was rapidly dispoeed of.

The Methodlsts have the Iidea of
holding a general meeting of representa-
tive Methodists from all parta of the
world. It is well known that Methodlet
Conferences are rather tame affalrs in the
matter of rel'glous resulte, rather devoting
themseives to the dlscuselon of such ques.
tione as, how many clgars or pinches of
snuff a brother msy lawfully make use of
in a day, than to any practical rellgious
questions, With & happy thought some-
what lilke that of our merchant filend
they have declded to call thelr coming
conference by an attractlve nsme, It
shail not be an ordinary conferonce, Thet
would be somewhat flat ; so it hes been
dubbed “an Ecumenlcal Counetl,” and by
this neme the {interded gatbering of
Methodfst }athers of the Church is serl-
ously spoken of by its promotors.

Arrangements are now belng made for
holdlog this conference, and ia crder to
select a place for the meeting, snd to
settle other matters of detall, a prellmlinary
mesting was held recently at Philadelphia,
at which representatives were present from
all the American Methodist churches, in.
cluding those of Canada, It was declded
that the conference should take place at
Wachington, in October 1891, and the
number of delegates who are to be present
was fixed at five huodred, of whom three
handred will represent the Weetern or
Amerlcan «cction, and two hurdred the
Eastern « { Europeaneection. Canada wiil
have twenty-four delegates,

There s eomething ex!remely ludlcrons
in tke application; of the term Ecumenl-
csl to thls comlag conference, An
Ecumenical Councll is a councll of the
suthoriz:d teachars of the whole Chaurch
of God on earth, and as suchit has supreme
authority to define matters of faith, and
to settle the dlzcipllne of the Church, It
has always been held that the decrees of
such a councll in matters of faith arecb-
ligatory on the whole Ohurch, srd that
they muat be acsopted as the voice of God,
The Churchis described in Holy Seripture
as the plllar and the ground of truth, ard
a8 Ezumenical Councils with the Head cf
the Church preeldirg in person or by his
delegate represent the authoiity of the
Church, their decrees of falth have always
been held as infallible,

Tbus the great eccleelastical historlan
Socrates, epeakiug of the Council cf Nice,
says that the [athers preseat *‘could not
by any means err from ths tzath because
they were eplightened by God; aud by
the grace of tke Holy Ghost, 8t Gregory
the Great says of the five Ecumerical
Counclls which kad been held up to his
tle, that he “receives and venerstes
them as the four beoks of the holy
gospel.” St Awmbrose eaid that “not
death ror the sword could separate him
from the Courcil of Nice,” and L I,
called also Leo the Gireat, declared repeat.
odly that the fa'th of Nice and Chalcedon
is & firat principlo from which neither he
nor any one else 13 permltted to swerve ;
aud the Couuncll of Chalcedon iisslf de-
clared the Creed of Nice to be unaiterable,
St. Auvgustine end St Viocent of Lorins
declare that future Counclls must build
thelr declslons of faith upon what has
already been decided by previsus Coun-
clla, It is becanse the aathority of the
body of the pastors of the Church s to be
recelved with unquestioviag falth that
the holy Apostle Si, Johun says: “ We are
of God, He that knoweth God heareth
us, Hea that is not of Giod heareth ua not,
By this we know the epirit of truth and
the epirit of exror.” (1 John, iv, 6.)

The early Fathers who wrote 8o strongly
defining the anthorlty of General Counc Ia
to be Indisputable merely propourd what
the universal doctrine of the Church was
in their day, and & truly Ecumenlcal
Council has to-day the eamo authority as
it had when the Councils of Nlce, Chaalce-
don, etc , were held, and for the same rea.
som.

But wiil the proposed Methodlst Eau-
menical Council have any such authority ?
Can 1t declde botween the Calvinistic and
Arminian doctriaes, which are just now co
hotly debated among the Protestant de.
nominations, each doctrine having iis
supporters among Methodlsts as among the
others? KEvery onels aware that it will
possess no such authority, and that {t will
carefully avold any such declalon, What
then 18 its purpose? Can it ineist that
the Methodlsts of the Southern States shall
regard the colored Methodista as fellow.
men, havirg, before God, equal rights
with their white brethren ?

It can do nothing of the kind, It will
be a convention abgolutely without
authority, and should it atterapt to assert |

would be listened to with laugbter.
Toose who will assemble are perfeotly
aware of this, as the Anglican Bishops
who met at the Pan.Avglican Councils,
and the Presbyterians who assembled at
the Pan-Presbyterian Councils were sen.
sible that they also were destitute of
suthority. Taey did not attempt to
exercise authority, and neither will the
General Council of Methodism, though
Christ certainly; gave suthority to the
Church  which he established, snd
deciared those to be as heathens and
publicsns who would reject her decrees.

Taese facts prove indubitably that
neither the Metbodist, nor the Presby-
terian, nor the Anglican Church, is the
one which Christ instituted, if such a
proof be needed. The future Methodist
Ecumenical Council will not dare to (1Y}
with the Apostle St. John: “He that
knoweth God heareth us, He that is
not of God heareth us not. By this we
know the spirit of truth and the spirit of
error,” It is only the Catholic Qaurch
which can epesk with Apostolic author.
ity, and which cau say as did the Apos-
tles in promuigating their decrees: * It
bath seemed good to the Holy Ghost
acd to us to lay no further burden upon
you than these necessary things.” (Acts
xv.) And in eimilar terms does the
Caurch iseue her decrees to this day.

We presume there will be much gelf.
gratulation indulged in at the coming
convention, and many declarations of
good.will indulged in, and it may be
preductive o' some friendly feeling be.
tween the members, but as sn autbori-
tative bedy, legislating for the Caurch,
or deciding questions of morals, it will be
afarce, Itis much more likely to ful.
minate & decree against the use of cider
and enuft than to explain the Christian
doctrine, or to establich uniformity of
discipline, 88 regards, for example, the
ex:ient of the authority of those minis
ters 10 whom some of the Methodist
Churches have thought proper to apply
the name * Bishops.” But at all events
it is evident that the promoters of the
coming Council will succeed 1n attract-
ing public attention to their proceedings,
if, like the jowldealer, they can persuade
that eometring peculiarly valuable is
offered to them because it is given under
an attractive name,

RELIGIOUS ITALIANS.

A despatch to the New York Times
from St, Louis was extensively published
in the papers last week respecting a
celebration of the fesst of the Immacu-
late Conception by the Iialians in St,
Louis. Ths celebration was interesting
as &n evidence of the fervemt faith of
those who took part in it, but it was by
Do means an extracrdinary occurrence,
as a careful readicg of the dispatch will
thow. Yet by highly cclering it the
pinny hammer who furnished the item
to the papers makes it sppear to be
something in the style of the Voodoo
orgies of the Protestant negroes of Geor.
gia and Alabama, or perhaps, rather the
more luerstive and polished absurdities
of the astute epiritualistic demon wor-
shippera which have been £0 popular with
New York and Toronto audiences from
time to time,

Here is the manner in which the news.
mengar introduces his description :

New York, D2c. 9 —“A St. Louis
despatch to the Times saya:—A weird
precession such s was cortainly never
eeen before in this city aud probably not
In avy other city in the United States
took place between 2 and 6:3C yester
day morning, the occasion being the
celebration of the feast of the Immacu-
Iate Conception by the Italians.”

And in whaat did the weirdness of the
ceremony consist? We will let the
despatcher describe it bimeelf :

“ Half a hundred torch-bearers wera
in front, Then followed a bugler, who
at intervals sent his clarion notes re-
sovnding elong the well nigh deserted
thorcughfares, Behind him camo a
dozzn stalwart Sicilians bearing on their
shoulders a wooden platform., Qa this
rested an image of the Virgin Mary, dec-
orated and adorned with gold and silver
and precious stones and surrounded with
wreaths of fruit and flawers. On all tour
sides candles burned, the reflaction of
which sent dazzling glares of light from
the diamonds which bedecked the figure.
The image was of plaster cf Paris, and
was moulded in this city, * * * x

Just s the day was dawning the
carriers deposited their burden in a
niche in a corner of a room at 85 Essex
alley, where the image will remain for
the next eight days, The room has been
gorgeously decorated with bright colored
tissue paper, flowers and truits, one
corner beiag arranged to form an altar.
Here every evening of the present week
the faithful will gather to repeat their
prayers to the Virgin.”

A very beautiful mode the participants
took of testifying their devotion to the
Mother of God, who was addressed with
respect by the archangel who brought to
her a message of good tidings to &ll man-
kind, a messnge from the adorable Trin-
ity. The archangel does not hesitate to
acknowledge the glorious privileges of
Mary, * full of grace, and blessed among
women ;'’ and why should we or the
Italians of St. Lows be in doubt about
our duty in this regard? But though
the adornments of the Italians were, no
doubt, as handsome as they could aftord
to make them, there is nothing to Jjustify

that it possesses authority its oclaims'
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the news-furnisher in styling the event

& & “weird procession”
cedented character.

But where we have marked the hiatus
in the mewspaper correspondent’s ac-
oount of the watter, there is a sentence
wWhich we purposely leave out there, so
as lo give uninterruptedly what is un-
doubtedly the truth of the description,
We must insert here the part omitted
above, as it is probably the * weird
part of the demonstration to which the
writer refers, He says :

* The procession stopped several times
in the Italian quarter, where the image
of the Virgin “was lowered aad woi-
shipped by crowds of Italians.”

Every one will know at once that this
part of the story is a misrepresenta.
tioun. Those poor, perhape, but religi.
cus Italians know their religion“too well
to cffer to a plaster of Paris statue the
honor which belongs only to God, They
know better how God is to be worshipped
than does the ecoffiing, and probably in-
fidel writer who furnishes this bit of
news. The little Catechism which all
our Catholic children learn, and which,
we venture to eay, every one of those
Italians knows by heart says that we
are by no means to pray to the cruci.
fix or to the images of the eaints *for
they bave neither life nor semse nor
power to hear or help us,” It tells us
also that we are not * togive to any crea.
ture the honor due to God aloae,” but
that we should honor the eaints of God
as “Qod’s special friends snd faithful
servauts,” Also “of Gid alone we
beg grace and mercy, and of the Saints
we only aek the assistavce of their
prayers.,”  That this is lawiul and useful
is evident from the fact that we are re-
commended to ack the prayers of our
fellow creatures on earth snd to pray for
them. If the prayers of the Saints of
God on earth are beneficial to usz, there
can be no reason why those prayers
should be less powerful to benefit us
when they are cffered for us by the
Saints in heaven,

of unpre.

The 8t, Lsuis Italians, no deubt, asked
the Blessed Virgin to intercede with her
divise Son for her children on earth,
but they did not ask the prayers of the
plaster statue, Neovertheless, they
showed respect to the image of Mary be.
cause it represents Ler, just as we migit
show marks of respect to the imegas of
the Queen if it were exhibited on the
Queen’s birthday in a transparency at a
pocession in her honor, Taere is noth.
ing more weird—that is to say, witck.
like or superstiticus—in the procession
of the Italians in honor of the Immacu-
late Conception than there is in any
celebration of the Queen’s birthday
which we have ever witnessed,

It gives us pleasure o know that not
ail the Italians have lost faith in the
power of religion, as have done the fol-
lowers of Signor Crispi and his col-
leagues in the Italian Government ; and
the early hour at which thete Italians
began their devotions, before going to
their work, shows the earnestness of
their faith, for which we thank God fer.
vently,

REV. MR, HAG AR,

Rev. Mr. Hagar, of Kingston, bas cer.
tainly placed Archbishop Cleary on hls
defence, His Grace, it will be remem-
bered, in & recent mpecch, characterized
Piotestant clergymen aa * poor little
wrotched mintsters,”” ¢ poisonous pastors,”
“hirellog pastors,” and *leaders of in.
fidela” Mr, Hagar quotes to the Arch.
bisbop paussages of Scripture in which
Obhrlstlave are enjolned to love one sn-
other. He alio refers kis Grace to such
texta ag these :

“Speek mnot evil one
brethren,”—Jamee iv., 2.

“If any man smong you seemeth to he
religlous, and bridleth not his toogue, bat
deceiveth hls own heart, this man’s rellg
fon 13 vain,”—James 1, 26,

‘ But whosoever ahall aay to his brother
thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire ”
—Matthew v., 22.

Haviog made thess extracts he asks the
prelate If he thinks the terms “ poor little
wretched minlsters,” ¢ poisonous pastore,”
‘“hirellug pastors,” and *leaders of in-
fidele,”” aro justified by Scripture, to say
nothlng of courtesy.” The exprasslons
wore certalnly unfortunate. Itisd!fficult
to suppose that the Archbishop ia his
cooler moments wonld use them, Bat, of
course, His Grece will explaln.—7oronto
Mail,

It has been explalued over and over
again that Archbishop Clesry never made
use of such expressions, It was the Mail's
own reporter that m’sreported and foully
misrepresented the Archblshop’s words.
The Archbishop has proved himself a mas.
ter In the employment of sound Anglo.
Saxon terms, and should not be suepected
even of saying * poisonous pastors,” What
he did say was: that men of no falth
wanted to lead the lambs of his flock Into
* polsonous pastures,” He referred to no
minlsters except to those * poor little fel.
lows” calllog themselves Equal Righters,
who stumped the country at the last elec-
tlons and had one man elected, the mem.
bar for East Darham, who, last week,
was unseated by judiclal authority at
Millbrook—Hon, Juastices Maclennan and
Falconbridge declaring his election vold.
Aund, strange to say, Dalton McCarthy
acted as lawyer for the petitloners who
aeked to have Mr, Campball unseated,
The “ hireling pastors ” and ¢ leadersof in.
fidels”” were the very few minlsters who
shouted “down with religlous educa.

of another,

tion,” ln§ who aceompanied or followed

the advocates of the godless’ system from
town to town and from platform to plat.
form all through the Province.
Archblshop Cleary is no bigot. All those
who know bim soc'ally or otherwise in
Kingston entertaln the deepest respect for
bhim as & very ripe echolar, & deeply
learned theologlsn and a perfect gentle-
man. To the unscrupulous reporters of
the Toronto press must be attributed all
the bersh snd un-Eoglish expressions for
which Archblshop Cleary has been so un-
jastly pillorled ; and, in spite of all ex-
planations is still held up dey after dey
in the columns of the Mail to the unjust
criticiams of a too easily duped Protestant
public.

THE SITUATION.

Our first pronouncement on the quee-
tion of Mr. Parnell’s guilt or innocence,
of the independent stand he assumed,
was all in his favor, We believed in
bis reserved power, in his capability of
sowe day and very s0on proving himself
guiltiess, and satisfactorily demonetrat-
ing that the O'Shea scandal was a
trumped up case of diabolical forgery, in
whica Ospt, O'Shea and his servants
were fiiling the roles of Le Caron and
Pigott, We believe that British gold
and Baifour’s unscrupulous methods
could ba proved, as by many they are
held to be accountable for the disgrace
brought home to Parnell’s door, and to
Ireland wounded in her chieftain’s
honor. A new feature is now
given to the situation. Mr. Parnell
declices positively 10 make any explsn.
ation, Ho sees all Paritanical Scotland
shocked at the revelations of the divorce
court, the city of E linburgh withdraw.
ing he bonors of citizenship she had in
admiratior of his patriotism conferred
upon hima, He sees all the masses of the
English people with their leaders, Morley,
Harcoust and the grand old Man, who,
for the last five years, bas bad Ireland in
his day dreams, and for declared policy
the reversal of Eagland’s conduct towards
Ireland with full restitution to the Irish
poople for all the wiongs and coxfi:cations
of past legislation—Parnell roes all these
grand results of his and his colleagues’
work for the last ten years flaat away
before him on a wave of calumny that
ona word from him could arrest, e
8868 those grand results—more exten.
sive knowledge of and sympathy for the
Irish people, a gereral uprising sil over
Eogland and Scotland in favor of Ire.
land’s claims to self-government,
statesmen, peers and commorners all
equally enlisted in the cause of Ire-
land’s  prosperity and regenersation,
All these mazuificeat and hitherto unex-
pected results, the fruit of twelve years’
hard  struggie agalnst coerclon, are
borne in on the rcck of scandal and
cruebed cut of elght. We ask how ls it,
in the nature of any man, as it must be
lo the natare of Me Parnell, to view such
mighty rulns unmoved acd ucdlsmayed ?

Mr. Parnell may allege that those won-
derful changes in Briush oplulon and
among Eoglish statesmen are the natursl
outcome of the independent policy ke
devised, end, belag his own bavdiwork,
he can let it perish, that ke way bring
about etill grexter changer, and {u the long
run show still more wonderful resnlts,
But Mr. Parnell was not slone in the
formation cf the Land Lesgue and of the
obstructive policy that forced the Houce
of Commons to the serioua consideration
of Ireland’s claims to eolf government,
Michael Davitt is the father of the
Land Lesgue. To him especially is Mr,
Paraell indebted for the bold and inde-
pendent policy of pacsive resistence that
broke the power of landlordism, Mr,
Parnell had eable and eelf-sacrificing
colleagues in John Dillon, Wm,
O'Brien, Justin McCarthy, Thomas
Sexton, Timothy Healy and others,
All these he has beeu willing to eacrifice,
that he, with a few others, may escape.
And yet it must be admitted that, while
under plea of iliness he was enjoying
himzelt at the seaside, John Dillon and
Wm, O'Brien were in the thick of the
fight, defying Balfour's janisaries or en.
during the borrors of solitary confine.
ment on penitential hard tack and the
plsnk bed,

It is our humble cpinion that some
such considerations should haye weighed
with Mr. Parnell before he flung his
banner of self-wilied independence to
the breeza, He certeinly should have
besitated before he broke with Glad-
stone, and treated so grand and noble a
figure in history with contumely and the
reproach of garrulousness ang decsit,
He should have hesitated before he tele.
graphed his ultimatum to his oft-tried
lieutenant, Wmn, O'Brien, the noblest
Roman of them all, and pronounced the
fatal words: “7Too Jate.” Naught, how.
ever, is “too late” or too diffioust
of attainment or solution for the in.
trepid O'Brien, He js now speeding his
Wway over the ocean in the midst of
winter’s raging billows, to atterpt, if

e )
possible, the allaying of the storm that
has already burst upon unhappy Ireland.
‘' The tone of your reply,” he wired to
Parneli, “leaves little ground for hope,
but, having regard to the horrible con.
sequences to the couatry of prolonged

internecine struggle, I am atill anxzious
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