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V<-MMARGINAL UTILITY. value whatever. And I say unto you that not even 
Solomon in all his wisdom was arrayed with a head 
ii.xt could have concocted .-. theory like t! at

Now, if you have read this article earefuHy you 
kr.ow as much about the marginal utility theory of 
value as I do, and it is possible that I know almost 
as much about it as some of its exponents. How
ever, I jnay be mistaken ; 1 may have* overlooked a 
point or two, and if I have, I hope that some person 
who understands the theory better will correct me 
as soon as possible. That will be all for tjie present.

TOOLS, THOUGHT AND LANGUAGE.
(Continued from page 4)
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Continued from page 5) v.-
progressed in common. That thought and langu
age can exist and develop only in common is known 
to everyone who has but tried to think of the nature 
of his own thoughts. When we think or Consider, 
we. in fact, talk to ourselves ; we observe then that 
it is impossible for us to think clearly wdthout using 
words.

laying pipe, to bring the water long distances into 
the city, is a mystery to me, and why this “great 
expense” should make the water scarce after it is in 
the city, is a greater conundrum still. But every
body knows how scarce water is in the average city 
under normal conditions. And it is the “great ex
pense that makes it scarce. And—well there you 
are. Professor Fairchild is some logician that's a 
einch.
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Where we do not think with -words our 

thoughts remain indistinct and we can not combine 
the various thoughts. Every ono van realize this 
from his own experience. This is because so-called
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.L *abstract reason is perceptive thought and can take 
place only by moans of perceptions. Perceptions 
we can designate and bold only by means of names. 
Every attempt to broaden our minds, every attempt 
to advance our knowledge must begin by distin
guishing and classifying by means of names or by 
giving to the old ones a more precise meaning. Lan
guage is. the body of the mind, the material by which 
all human science can be built up.

(Continued in next issue.)

A HAPPY NEW YEAR
b Let us now sum up our analysis and see what con

clusions we have arrived at. Our first conclusion 
is, that according to the marginal utility theory of 
value there is not one single commodity at the pre
sent time, that is, not one single thing that requires 
labor for its production and distribution, that exists 
in sufficient quantity to satisfy all the wants of 
eiety, not even the commodity labor power. The 
idea is a joke, of course. It is so absurd that I 
doubt if it would be possible to find many exponents 
of the marginal utility theory who would even at
tempt to defend such a hypothesis if it came to a 
show down. Bat suppose we grant them their pre
mises ; we can even afford to do that. Let us as
sume for the sake of argument that there is a scar
city of all commodities in human society at the pre
sent time.and that it is this scarcity that gives them 
exchange value. What then? iNow we are forced 
to follow this assumption up with another one We 
must assume that if we were to speed up industry to 
such an extent that it would be possible to supply all 
commodities in sufficient quantity to satisfy all *11 

wants of society, then exchange value would dis
appear altogether/and those stubborn contrary arti
cles of commerce would absolutely refuse to be ex
changed one for another on any basis, 
words, according to the marginal utility theory of 
value, it would be impossible to trade a bushel of 
wheat for a necktie if both wheat and neeLties ex
isted in sufficient quantity to satisfy all wants be
cause in that ease neither would have any exchange

T.i(Continued from page 1)
ant as the truth of Christ.and ns conspicuous as the 
creating “god.” That is for why—as aforemention
ed—we fare so sumptuously, with reverence and 
thanksgiving, in the twilight days of the year, when 
Hyperion turns his chariot once more towards the 
green foothills of Boreas.
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Editor, Western Clarion: 
Dear Comrade :

U

ft
Comrade Lestor visited the Stanmore Local and spoke 

in the Municipal Hall at Stanmore on Thursday evening 

December 13th, and at the Westover School on Dec. 14th. 
Both meetings were well attended and some literature 
sold. Owing to the fact that the population of the district 
has been reduced by at least one half during the past year, 
the audiences were not so large as the former meetings 
of Com. Lestor. But the sympathy and interest of the 
audience was easily discerned, there being instead of op
position signs of encouragement and hope. In working in 
our district Com. Lestor has a fertile field: 95% of the 
farmers are s<v deep in debt, (heavily involved, as the banks 
put It); they are beginning to see that there is positively 
no hope of them ever having a home they can cal} their 
own. By a heavy provincial debt, a heavier federal debt, 
besides private debts, which altogether according to Mr. 
Fream the drought commissioner averages $9,000 per half 
section farming is a burden so heavy that those with the 
strongest backs and weakish heads are beginning to 
weaken and are reversing the place of their strength.

Family after family has moved out and still they go. 
Some are dazed and do not know what happened to them, 
nor how It happened. They do not kpow it was a well 
planned skinning game from the beginning. The home
stead laws were so framed that he was doomed in the 
beginning. He got 320 acres and in order to secure patent 
to the land a $300 house had to be built and at least 80 
acres broken, etc. This required more capital than most 
of ns had. The machine* combine had agents traveling in 
all direction, inducing the future farm slave to buy machin
ery. No difficulty was experienced in buying a complete 
outfit on time. Not much difficulty was experienced in 
getting an extension of credit until the homesteader had 
proved up. After he had proved up he was forced to pay 
up. The only way he could pay was to borrow; he was 
now the owner of 160 acres. The loan shark appeared and 
like the machine agent he was working on commission and 
therefore anxious and keen for business. They had beau
tiful arguments to prove to the future farm slave that 
since he was borrowing it was wise and “good business” 
to get all he could.

The trick was done. Now the farm slave toils, Ms wife 
and cMldren toil, but there is no hope. He was caught 
in a web so carefully woven that there is no hope of es
caping.

‘‘Let us build elevators of our own” was their first at
tempt at emancipation. It failed. Other red herrings fol
low in rapid succession ; farmer “organizations,” “co-op
eration," "education," “group government,” "fanper gov
ernment" and recently the wheat pool. The farm slave 
has been more or Içss successful In his bogus attempts at 
bettering his condition, but Ms misery and poverty 
tinues and deepens For him there is no hope under the 
system. This fall the farm slave’s wagon has made deep 
ruts in the roads by hauling the master’s grain. Although 
he has raised so much wheat that the hauling has ruined 
the roads, his own condition is not improved. Most of them 
are beginning to see that all they need from now on Is a 
thorough explanation of his proper function in capitalist 
society. He is a slave of the farm and the next tMng la 
to point the way of emancipation. In this task Comrade 
Lestor Is doing splendidly and the comrades of the Stan
more Local have pledged themselves to assist, each ac
cording to Ms means and ability in this as yet unthankful 
but encouraging and worthy task.

And why not? The farm slave uas “nothing to lose 
but Ms chains, and a world to gain."

Yours for Socialism.
S. V. V AU SCO.

Stanmore (Alberta) Local No. 110.
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The capitalist system gives to the ■capitalist an ever-
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The Interest of the working class lies to setting 
Itself free from capitalist exploitation by the abolition 
of the wage system, under which this exploitation, at 
the point of production, is cloaked. To accompUsb 
this necessitates the transformation of capitalist pro
perty to the means of wealth production Into socially 
controlled economic forces.
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The irrepressible conflict of interest between the 
capitalist and the worker necessarily expresses itself 
as a struggle for political supremacy. This is the 
Class Struggle.

Therefore we call upon all workers to organize 
der the banner of the Socialist Party of Canada, with 
the object of conquering the political powers for the 
purpose of setting up and enforcing the economic 
programme of the working class, as follows:

1—The transformation, as rapidly as possible, 
of capitalist property in the means of 
wealth production (natural resources, factor
ies. mills, railroads, etc.) into collective 
means of production.
The organization and management of Indus
try by the working class.

S—The establishment, as speedily as possible, 
of production for use Instead of production 
for profit

lie
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SOÇIALIST PARTY OF CANADA 
(Fifth Edition)
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Per 25 copies $2
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