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MARCH 23, 1905

Life, Literature
and Education.

< Poetry has been to me its own
exceeding great reward ; it has giv-
en me the habit of wishing to dis-
cover the good and beautiful in all
S

that meets and surrounds me."”
1. Coleridge.

“ O brave poets ! Keep back noth
falschood with the
speak

ing, nor mix
whole : look up God-ward ;
the truth in worthy song from earn-
est soul ; hold in high poctic duty
truest truth, the fairest heauty.”—
Mrs. Browning.

““ The Browning of Canada.”
The late Theedore H. Rand, M.A.,D
C. L., was born in 1835, at Corn
wallis, N. S. He should be, how-
ever, one of the most cosmopolitan
of our poets, since he has spent
periods of his life in Nova Scotia,
New DBrunswick and Ontario, re-
spectively. He has always identi-
fied himself closcly with cducational
work, and in carly lile held, for
some years, the position ol Superin-
tendent of kducation in the Mari
time Provinces In 1833 he ac-
cepted the Chair of loducation  and
History in Acadia College, but 1c-
signed in 1885 to become instructor
in Apologetics and Didactics in Me-
Master Hlall, Toronto, now McMas-
ter University.
life has bhecn closely nunn.oclcd wiih

Since that time his

this University, to whose Chair of
Iiducation and lnglish History he
was called im 1895

While in Nova Scotia M

founded a

Rand
Journal of Itducarion

e has also contributed much  to
other periodicals, and his povins Lave
been  coilected  into  two  volumes,

At Minas Basin and Other Pocins, ’
and ' Song Waves,” which are re

carded as a decded acquisition Lo

Canadian literature. e has writ
ten little in the lighter yen. He
looks upon life scriously, yet with

a4 calmness born  of that optimisiu
which has given him the name TPl
Browning of Canada.”” e loves na-
ture 1n every form.
hirds, the trees: the
skimmimng over the pool, the loon

dragon-fly

lauughing on the lonely lake | clouds
sea-bhreezes @ the ocean waves creep-
ing up the shore;  storms rocks

all things, peacelul or sublime, ap
peal to him. To each he writes hie
sonnet and from ecach he learns  a
lesson, the lesson that God Himsel
1o revealed in all s works
I'he Tollowing poem, chosen
At Minas Basin and ©Other Poems,

s especially  appropriate at this
easot, in which, upon any warm
spring day, one may cyzpe toto fined
the hrave little hepatica peeping
forth from the lirst bare “ingle

ook "’ the woodland

of

| he flowers, the

iy i

The Hepatica.

“ Hail, first of the spring,
Pearly, sky-tinted thing
Touched with pencil of Him

Who rollest the year !

.o, thy aureole rim

No painter may limn—
Vision thou hast, and no fe:

Fair child of the light,

What fixes thy sight ?
Wide-open thy roll

I'rom the seal of the chod,
And thy heaven-writ scroll
Glows, beautiful soul,

With the shining of God '

" Thou look'st into heaven

As surely as Stephen,
So steadfast thy will is!

And from carth’'s ingle-nook
Seest Christ of the Lilies
And daffadowndillies,

And catchest Ths look

And a portion is mine

Rapt gazer divine,

From thy countenance given—
Angel Dbliss in thy face !

I've looked into heaven

As surely as Stephen

From out of my place '’

The late Theodore Harding Rand, D.C. L.

Sir Wm. Macdonald’s Educa-
tional Scheme.

it has been announced that the
public education scheme which 1s to
be carried out in the Province ol
Quebee under the dircction of I'to
Robertson and  Sir William

lessor

Macdonald, will entail an cxpend
ture  of  $2.000,000, all of which
will bhe  supplied by Sir William

In addition to the agricultural col
lege  ond experimental and  demon
stration faim at St. Anne de Belle
v, on the Ottawa River near Mon
treal, there will he on the same site

a Teachers' College, for the purpos

of training en  amd  women to Le
thoroughiy qualificd as teachers an
advanced rural schools.  The Normal

<chool, at present in the city, will
be transferred to St. Anne.

It has

heen planned that the teachers’ col-
lege should be specially available
and useful to teachers already in the
service of the Protestant schools of
the Province of Quebec, and others
who may seek training to become
specially qualified teachers in the
Province. It is believed that the
movement will mark a new era in the
educational progress of Quehec.

Treasury of Canadian Verse.

If it Le true that-‘‘ poelry is the
child of nature, which, regulated and
made beautiful by art, preserveth
the most harmonious of all composi-
tions,”” and, again, that, ‘* By har-
mony our souls are swayed,”” then
to be ignorant of the poetry of on''s
native land, is to be ignorant of its
most pleasing, if not the most potent
form of literature. In ** T'reasury
of Canadian Verse,”” (Wm. DBriggs,
Toronto), compiled by Theodore H.
Rand, is to be found, perhaps, the
best collection of Canadian poetry
issued in convenient form As stat-
ed by Mr. Rand in his preface, the
verse in this volume ““ does not
treat solely nor chiefly of Canadian
themes.” It covers a broad range
of history, philosophy and
sentiment. At the same
time one is glad to sce
among the poems a goenerous
sprinkling of Canadian sub-
jects and references, and to
know that the home charm
that clings al,out the hepatica
and blood-root, the gleam of
firefly and dip of paddle, the
querulous lamentations of the
whip-poor-will in the wood,
and the flute-tones of the
little white-throat reiterating
his ““1I love dear (‘anada,
(anada, Canada,” is every-
where present in this hook of
Canadian verse. Charlis G
D. Roberts, Bliss Cuarman,
Duncan Campbell Scott,
George Frederick Scott, Gold-
win Smith, Gilbert Parker, A.
lLLampman, W. H. Drummond,
Nicholas Flood Davin, Charles
Mair, Grant Allen and Pauline

Johnson are a few of
the best-known writers
from whose works selec-
tions have bein made.
One hundred and thirty-five
writers in all are, however,

representoed. The significance
of this will appear when it is
sanid that there is not one
stanza of doggerel in  the
volume We conmmmend it to
our readers

Cause of the Russo-Japanese
War.

So many students going up for ex-
amination next July are asking for
the  cause of the present war
hetween Russia and  Japan, that |
venture to write a little history to
help them. The “* Farmer's Advo-
cate " is read by the cream of this
Western country

I'o understand  the cause of the

present war  between  Russia  and
Japan, we must go back to the war
Japan in 1894

cause of this latter

hetween China and
The apparent
war was the rival claims of

these

powers to assert an influence in
but the real cause was a
struggle between the irreconcilable
conservatism of the Chinese and the
progressive ideals of Japan. The
struggle ended in a complete victory
for Japan. All the world turned in
admiration of the Japanese army
and navy, the orgunization and equip-

ment being a complete revelation to
all the nations.

Japan had no sooner commenced to
sing her songs of victory than the
Kuropean powers appeared on the
scene, and she had to give up her
hard-wgQn laurels. Russia demanded
an ice-free port in the Pacific, and
the right to carry her Siberian rail-
way across Chinese territory to
Vladivostok. This railway gave
Russia a grasp on Manchuria. Rus-
sia also re-fortified Port Arthur. In
December she sent her fleet to winter
there, and in March she demanded a
lease of the Port and a .right to
build a line of railway connecting
Port Arthur with her Siberian trunk
line in Northern Manchuria. Ger-
many was given a ninety-nine years’
lease of the Bay of Kiachow. France
demanded a rectification of frontier
in the Mekong Valley, and Great
Britain obtained a lease of Wei-hai-
wei. Thus to Japan the struggle
had been practically a barren war.

Then came the Boxer Rebellion.
The Chinese Government in Man-
churia, overconfident of success,
wantonly declared war against Rus-
sia. This was followed by a ‘‘reign
of terror ” for the Chinese, one of
the incidents in which was the mas-
sacre by the Cossacks of five thou-
sand Chincese, men, women and chil-
dren, who were ruthlessly flung into
the Amur.' Russia took full ad-
vantage of this upheaval, and
virtually annexed the whole of Man-
churia.

Russia continued advancing and ex-
tending  her  influence. Japan be-
came restive under such conditions,
and submitted to Russia the follow-
ing proposals : TFirst, that Russia
and Japan should mutually respect
the independence and territorial in-
tegrily of China and Corea. Second-
ly, Russia would respect the special
interests of Japan in Corea. Third-
ly, Japan would bind herself not to
infringe on the comercial rights
and amenities which, by virtue of
existing treaties, Russia possesses in
Corea. Russia would enter into the
same engagrment with regard to comn-
mercial  rights and amenities of
Japan in China.

In reply to these proposals, the
Russian Government, in its note of
December 11th, ‘“ refused to discuss
the Manchurian question with
Japan.”’ That question, according

to Russia, could only be discussed
between herself and China.  With re-
gard to Corea, Russia conscnted to
recognize the special interests of
Japan, but in one part of the coun-
try only. A neutral zone must be
created, beginning at the Manchurian
and Corean frontier, and extending
to the cast as far as Wang-ping-
yvang, and to the west as far as
Pinc-yany. These conclusions heing
unsatisfactory to Japan, she broke
off diplomatic rclations with Russia
an February 6th, and war began on
the Tth of February, 1904.
G. C. M. BOOTHE,

Image IHill School. Teacher.

Corea,




