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A GOOD FEEDER.

Photographed at the Toronto market by a “Farmer’s Advocate” representative,

on September 4th, 1902

Steers for Winter Feeding.
A TORONTO STOCK-YARDS STUDY.

Owing to the high prices which good cattle of
all classes have been bringing during the last few
mwonths, and the strong demand for fattened stock
which is likely to exist for some time to come, it
is more than probable that many farmers who
have not heretofore fed to any extent will this
winter fill their stables and undertake to finish a
few animals for the trade. To those who ‘have
been feeding cattle for years we can offer few
suggestions regarding the sclection of stock, for
no teacher in this art can compare with ‘“ Dame
Experience '’ ; but to beginners, or others whose
training has been limited, we wish to draw at-
tention to certain points upon which the success
of the venture depends. Kirst and foremost, it
must be borne in mind that the chief aim in all
feeding is preparation for the block and that the
animal which is being fed is merely a machine
with which to convert the fo'ders into more mar
ketable products. The person who imagines it
will pay to feed any Llype of animal is laboring
under a delusion and will surely come to grief af-
ter his first attempt.

The variation in the ability of animals to util-
ize food products is well known to experienced
feeders. Some increase more rapidly in weight
than others upon the same fecd allowance. Then,
again, certain types posses the faculty of plac
ing the fat not upon the highest-priced cuts, but
upon the internal organs where it is of compara-
tively little value. Hence, such cattle, even when
the fattening process is complete, lack that fin-
ished appearance for which buyers are willing to
pay. Representatives of the dairy brecds — Hiol-
steins, Jerseys, and Guernseys— are always more
or less open to this charge, and although many
of them will give quite as rapid gains as beef-
bred stock, yet the selling price cannot be so
high, for the reasons given. We would therefore
advise those who are about to select a bunch for
profitable feeding to stear clear of animals show-
ing signs of dairy blood. The accompanying
photo-engravings, showing desirable and unde-
sirable feeding type, were taken at the Western
Stock-yards, Toronto, by a member of the
< Farmer's Advocate ' staff, on Sept. 4th, and
are fairly representative of the offerings on that
day. The difference in general appearance will be
ceen at once. In the one we have that low-set.
rectangular conformation so much sought by home
and foreign bulchers ; in the other a long-legged,
narrow type certain to slaughter with a high per-
centage of offal. The former shows a broad, level
back and well-arched rib, giving plenty of sur-
face for laying on flesh where it will be valuable.
The large bwarrel, too, denotes strong digeastive
capacity, without which no steer cun become a
profitable feeder. Good depth, breadth and ful-
ress of chest are noticeable, indicating strong
respiratory organs and giving assurance of good
health. ¥lis broad, smooth rump, and deep, full
twist and flank are all points of superior excel-
Jonce. It will also be noticed that the nect i
short and thick and blending nicely with the
shoulder. Several good iudges assert that the
head is a condensed reflection of the rest of the
form. and in this case there is a splendid example
In shape, it is short and broad : the eyes stand
out prominently : the nostrils are full and the
mouth is large : while a quiet. satisfied expression
is clearlv visible. These peculiarities must never
be forgotten in making a selecltion. as they are
invariably associated with rapid flesh-fo-ming

1t is almost unnecessary to discuss th- weak-
ness as portraved in No. 2. TUnfortunately. too
many of this class are bred in Canada. Targe
numbers, as has been stated. are descended from
dairy stock, yet very often this also reprecsents a
type bred on some farm where the owner has half
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Pigs in the Rape Field.

To the Kditor

Sir,—In your issue of August

Wallace's

Farmer re blistering of

plaint from

hogs when pasturing
on rape. In my ex-
perience, 1 behieve this
is entirely duce to the

effect of the hot sun

nothing more or less
than sunburn, and not
in any way due to any
poisonous subistance on
the plant. 1 have seen
black hogs affected
the same way, but it

is not so noticeable on
account of their colon
The pigs while pastur
ing are exposed to the
sun more or less, and
their  condition  from
the succulent food may
also render them more
susceptible
Ordinaurily, 1o

treatment is required,
hut in severe cases i
\ittle oil or vaseline

may be used
R. R. ELLIOTT,
N. Y. State.
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The National Yeterinary Association.

The above Association of British veterinarians
held a two days’ session in London, at the rooms
of the Society of Arts Adelphi, the last days of
July, and discussed glanders, the causes of pneu-
monia (inflammation of the lungs), and the use of
vaccines in canine distemper.

The first subject will be of interest to Mani-
tonans, both Lo the professional and layman, as
the assayist laid down clearly what he considercd
the best methods of stamping out a malignant
and loathsome discuse, which, unfortunately, is
not at all rare in the metropolis of the world.

Attention was drawn to 't,ho fact that
following an outbreak of influenza, there
was an incroase recrudescence ) in the

number of cases of glanders. It was stated
that glanders does not spread in the stable Ly
germs floating in the air of the stable, but was
more reasonably accounted for by contagion being
carried by means of pails, nosebags and mangers,
and by the shsfting of infective cases (?) from one
part of the stud to another.

The term ‘° infective cases ’~ should be mnoted,
as the essayist claimed that all reactors to mal-
lein were not infective, but might become so at
any time. Dr. Hunting considers that case of
glanders classed occult as non-infective, but con-
ciders it dangerous, because the disease may
develop and permit the escape of active glander
germs. Great stress was laid upon the necessity
for being suspicious of all nasal discharges.

The spread of this disease (glanders) is largely
due to coming in contact with infected horses,
which do not at first show the clinical sigms, but
later on give evidence of having the disease. On
this point, the frequent statements of the P.V.S.
of Manitoba back up what Dr. Hunting, probably
the greatest authority in England, says. Dr.
Hunting also made the statcment, with which all
up-to-date members of the profession will agree,
viz., that only a mallein test of all new purchases
can protect buyers against the purchase of a
latent case. Dr. Hunting was quite decided that a
glandered horse showing sywmptoms, nasal dis-
charge, etc., was dangerous to other horses in the
same pasture or grazing over the same ground.

The essayist cited the experiments of Schutz
and Nocard, which show that clinical symptoins
appear in six or eight days after ingestion (swal-
lowing) of pure cultures (growths) of the glanders
germs. Dr. Iunting is of the opinion that in-
fection is most frequently by the digestive system,
although the settlement of such a controverted
point is of comparatively little value in the ex-
tirpation and control of the disease. He mention-
ed the following symptoms of glanders, which are
often overlooked, viz., a hacking cough when
driven at a fast pace, a fastidious appetite, con-
tinuous loss of weight, and excessive staling
(making water) in the stable. Affected horses
often show intermittent rises of temperature ;
horses showing a rectal temperature varying from
101.5° to 103° were held to be suspicious cases
Lefore mallein was introduced. Mallein is con-
sidered by Dr. Hunting as almost perfect as a
diagnostic, showing, according to his statement,
98 per cent. of the cases of glanders. The reason
advanced why some practitioners don’t get good
results is because they overlook the local swelling
at the point of injection, which symptom he con-
siders in itself almost sufficient on which to con-
demn an animal. Mallein should not be injected
when the temperature is over 102, because the
result will be a fall of temperature. Dr. Hunting,
while giving several significant occurrences from
the continued use of mallein in cases of glanders,
when asked if this treatment would cure glanders,

answered, ‘1 don’t know.” Ilis remarks on the
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