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Care of the Ewes and Lambs.

Lambing time will commence on many farms
early in March. The ewes should have a little more
feeding as that season approaches. Good

clover hay, if it is in storage, is a staple sheep food.
A light feed of oats and bran daily, with a few tur-
pipsor magels, willgivethe ewes strengthand provide
mgsneeesmrymilkto suj portthelamhswhgllxot.hey
come. A few“}‘ifht hurdles about 6 feet long and 2}
feet high sho be prepared before the lambs come,
and when a ewe has lambed, she and her lamb may
be for a day or two in a small pen made by
the placing of two these hurdles in a corner of the
sheep-pen, securely tied at the corners with mﬁe or
strong twine., ‘When the ewe and lamb get a little
acquainted, it will be better, if the lamb is strong,
for both to have the room of the larger pen for
exercise, and the stimulus of competing with the
other sheep for her share of the feed will be good
for the mother if the feed of the flock is fairly
liberal; if not, she should be put in her own little
n once or twice a day and given a little extra
Egd. and when a few ewes have lambed they should
have a;pen to themselves apart from the rest of the
flock, so that they may have the generous feeding
the need in order to kee) their flesh and give
sufgcient milk to keep e lambs improving.
When the lambs are three weeks old, one end of
the pen should be fenced off for their special use,
with a “creep” in the hurdles so they can go
through, while the ewes cannot, and if a bit of
sweet clover hay be placed in a little rack, and a
mixture of bran and chopped oats is keptina low
trough in the lambs’ pen, the little fellows will soon
learn to eat enough to helptheirqrowt.ha.ndlesen
the demand upon their mothers s% The
Jambs will soon learn to eat sliced roots Dock-

the o tion increases with every week
tration shquld be effected at the same age,
igitisnotapurehmdﬂock and ram lambs that are
not to be kept for breeding pu An occasional
case of difficult %rmrition will occur. When a ewe
has been in trouble for more than an hour it is well
to make an examination to learn if the presentation
of the lamb is normal ; if so, another hour had better
be given nature and the ewe to work out her own
deliverence before interfering further. Many a
(glood ewe has been ruined by over-officious med-
ling. If the presentation is wrong, put it right by
as gentle means as ible, using warm water and
oil on the hand, and when the lamb has been brought
into proper position give nature another chance to
do her work before hastening the work.

Live Stock Prices.

“The &)rioes for all kinds of farm stock have
been suddenly advanced, and horses, fat animals,
both cattle and sheep, have increased in value. and
are likely to do so for some time to come. Here
in Dublin we have an advance of one penny in the
pound for fresh meat, and a further increase is ex-
pected immedia.taetli\;;S In London the same thing has
taken place, and this week the retail prices will be
increased considerably. If these prices are retained
there ought to be a good time in store for owners of
young cattle and sheep, as although the prices for
these, in a fat state, show an upwatrd tendency
at present, the values are likely to go higher, and
store stock will be sought for eagerly b{ ose who
follow the business of fattening. It should there-
fore be the aim of owners of store stock to turn
them out for sale in as good a condition as ible.
It is only when the first-class animals are disposed
of that any inquires are likely to be made for the
indifferent or poorly-fed animals. Many of our
farmers have realized good prices for horses which
they never dreamed of as being fit for military
pm;‘llmes, but for the needs of the present war the
small, stout, active horse is considered the best.
The present demand for these animls will remain
as long as the war lasts, so that those having
horses to dis of can get remunerative prices
for them. We strongly advise farmers to be most
careful in the management of their flocks and
herds during the spring monthbs, and to see that all
breeding animals have due attention in the matters
of shelter and feeding.”— Weekly Irish Times.

Trim the Bull’s Feet.

The neglect to trim the overgrown feet of a bull
makes him walk awkwardly and look ungainly, and
may cause his 1 to grow crooked. To look and
feel his best he es%xsould stand straight and comfort-
ably on his feet. The following plan of trimming a
bull's feet is recommended by an experienced herds-
man: Take a fine saw and saw off the point of the
hoof as far back as is safe without touching the
quick ; then saw under the hoof, commencing just
under the horn on upper side, and saw back towards
the heel, sloping downward so that the saw will come
outat the lower surface of the heel. A chisel may
be pushed under to cut the piece away if the saw
does not cut through the soft part at the heel. This
will throw the animal’s weight forward on the front
of the hoof, and give him an easy and natural
appearance. A rasp may be used to round the
points of the hoofs. If the animal is nervous and
liable to kick, a sack thrown over his head to blind-
fold him may have the effect of quieting him. and if
Ly seratching his head or shoulders his attention be
attracted from the operation, it may prove helpful.

Jerseys in England.

RY F. S. PEER.
A LESSON IN BREEDING.

During my last trip to England I had the pleas-
ure of visiting some of the principal herds of Jersey
cattle in that country ; i.e.: Mr. J. H. Shore’s, at
Whatley; Sir James Blyth's, at Stansted; Lord
Rothschild’s, at Tring ; Lord Braybrooke's, at Aud-
ley End; and the Queen's herd, at Windsor. Of
course, a detailed description of these herds in rea-
sonable space is out of the question. I will there-
fore confine myself to the general impression I
received in going about. Mr. J. H. Shore is a man
of very pronounced ideas in regard t6 breeding, and
such men are most useful, for they usually demon-
strate to others, if not to themselves, that they are
decidedly right or decidedly wrong. Mr. Shore has
a herd of eighty or more. He lays great stress on
color, richness of skin, and ears. Our attention was
called to the inside of more ears than I have looked
into in years. Mr. Shore is particularly fond of
broken-colored Jerseys, principally, I believe, be-
cause where the hair is white you get a better view
of the gold. He is very fond of ruffing up the hair
on his spotted beauties to exhibit the color of their

hide. Mr. Shore seems to rely upon color so much
as an indication of richness that I did not have the
heart even to ask him if he had not discovered that
color went and cawme, or that an animal often
showed higher color while improving in condition
than when she reached or passed her full bloom. It
seemed too bad to sow seeds of unbelief among a
breeder’s pet theories. We have, most of us, had
to go}hrongh the same old theoretical mill—color
and dimples, a corrugated spine, tortuous milk veins,
telling a cow’s fortune by the shape of her escut-
cheon, and lastly, the rudimentary fad, which of all
the signs I have mentioned is about the most non-
sensical hobby of the lot, but like all the others, it
seems bound to be ridden to a standstill. Mr. Shore
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isa great believer in the * Fountain ” family, which
originated with Mr. J. W. Laby, of Jersey. And a
very grand family they are and always will be in
Mr. Laby's hands, for he is a most careful breeder,
and selects his outcrosses with the greatest care;
but I fear Mr. Shore, who seems to be going on a
theory so often ticed in the States—i.e., that
you cannot have too much of a good thing—will find
that in and in breeding produces more weeds and
rubbish than extraordinary animals. At least, this
has been the lesson that many of us in the States
have learned. This desire to get 100 per cent. sires
that make such attractive-looking pedi is an
expelrience which in most cases has cost the breeder
dearly.

Aty Sir James Blyth’s we found a herd of fifty or
more. The animals of his own breeding were a very
even lot, but,like many English Jerseys, they looked
a little too growthy to suit our ideas of dairy type.
It seems to be a universal fault in England that the
stud bulls get too much growth. English breeders
go to the Islands and buy a calf or yearling, which,
if left on the Island, would never have exceeded
1,000 1bs. The En| lish breeder feeds them so much
better that some of the aged bulls turn the scales at
1.500 and even 1,800 lbs.

If I am more positive about one thing in breed-
ing than another, it is against the use of large bulls
on small cows. It is almost certain to be followed
by a lot of coarseness in the offspring. Both obser-
vation and experience confirms me in the statement
that la sires on small dams get size with coarse-
ness, and that small sires on large dams generally

roduce size with (‘unlity. I have seldom seen a

,500 or 1,800 Ib. sire but that spoilt most of his get
with coarseness. Thevre are, no doubt, notable ex-
ceptions. I believe that here lies the difficulty in
keeping quality in some of the English herds. When
this process goes on for a few years and such a bull's
get are outclassed in the showring, the owner goes
back to the Island and repeats the process, and this
I believe is the principal reason why it happens
that vear after year the Island-bred cattle come to
England and run off with the majority of the prizes.
This thing has become so universal that some of the
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