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itile Production of Alfalfa Seed in Ontario

In sonie part» of Ontario tho production of al- 
ialfa w"'d is becoming quite an industry 
Mb a rop of hay and a crop of seed cnn lie pro 
dueed hi the same season, ninny i 
Had sc 'I production quiti profitable 
diiction of alfalfa seed is important, not only to 
those "lio actually produce the seed, but also to 
the farmers who are thus enabled to aocure seed 
which has been produced in a climate which is 
similar to that under which the crop j 

Realising the importance of inch

most instances, tho crop,
ing machine, is either rsked immediately or 
shortly afterwards when the plant* are toughened 
by the dew. In a few inati

when cut with the mow- well be imagined, ’llie bard soil laud is not in 
the best condition to make 

kind.
of fertiliser of

«'lie dual 
» «I lcit>
than thn

(lined bt

As
The bulk of our manure got* to the hoe crop, 

mange.s and turnips, except for the few loads in 
tne fall that we use on the backward clover seed
ing. These are the two most profitable places 
on the farm to apply barnyard manure.

anevs, however, the
nlialfa growers crop is allowed to lio unraked for several days. 

In only a few cases did the farmers state that they 
placed the crop into cocks Practically all of thu

The

farmers who cut the 
placed the sheaves 
Coil

i with the self-binder and 
to shocks, reside in the 

nty of Brsnt, and haw had from eight to 13 
years’ experience in growing slfslfa seed, each 
having from 10 to 20 acres in a single year.

THRESHING
The threshing is done slmost entirely with the 

clover machine, and any time from harvest until 
mid-winter In the autumn it is preferable to 
have dry weather and in the winter to have cold 
weather, in order to obtain the very beet satisfac
tion from threshing.

About Selecting Corn tor Seed
(Concluded from paye 3)

- » of yellow corn, in a heldJustry, last fall Prof. C. A. Zavita of the Ontario 
Agricultural College mads an inquiry regarding 
it, by corresponding with a number of our prin- 
cipal farmers who are growing alfalfa seed quite 
extensively.

in A few ears planted to
white corn, means there is a mixture and that 
seed from that held will nut be pure. Pure-bred 
corn, like pure-Lred cattle, always sells better, 
not necessarily on aooouut ot superiority in the 
individual, but because it is well known that a 
pure bred plant or animal will be likely to trans
mit its character to its olispriug, while scrubs or 
mixed varieties may not. Intelligent creasing of 
either plants or animals often brings good re
sults, but it is seldom that an unskilled cross 
brings incrca>ed production. Field mixtures of 
torn (crosses) are usually associated with de
creased yields and anything but uniformity.

TIIK UKRM IN COHN
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WHEN TO COT
In ripons» to the enquiry na to how it is known

of 81 repoi _ _
the crop by the color

crop is ready for cutting for seed, 30 out 
rted that they determine the maturity of 

of the pods. Fourteen stated

Twenty-three of the farmers repor 
have always obtained a good quality 
the others have indicated that in

ted that they 
of seed, and 

one or moreL

1
mrh. Thii 
le of your

» bite in 
ic the old-

Fach kernel of has in it, near the tip, a 
little corn plant called the germ or embryo. 
When the kernel is placed in favorable condi
tion»—that is, put m warm, moist soil—this 
germ will grow and produce a corn plant. The 
germ should be nearly white in colo 
cut free and clean with a sharp 
germ is soft and cheesy, it ind 
seed lias not been properly stored; and, if dark, 
that it has been Iroson. A germ containing a 
high percentage of moisture after October let 
indicates immaturity, and the seed will very 
likely be injured by cold weather. A desirable 
germ should Le large 
color, and allow indie

A

and should 
fe. If the 

icates that the

or,
km

hti-re ud 
w at Win 
t type el
lipeg. it

bird win
on the surface, clear in 

atioua of strength. Such 
germa are seldom found in kernels with pointed, 
chaffy tips.

After time has been spent selecting seed
it there »

it would be folly to store it in a place where it 
would not kee

led Augui

uce it jna 
-a I cheep#

ecial nrep-

Freehly-gathered seed 
in piles ir a warm room, or on 

the floor. It will either sprout, mold or do 
both. Alwaya 
good circulate

A Group of Ayrshire Cattle Breeders Out for a Day of Pleasure and of Profit.
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ep.
leftshould not be

•tore seed corn where there is a 
ion of air, so it will dry out quickly.

ixes, in piles, on the porch 
should be taken care of at

Never leave it in boxthat they cut the crop when the pods were 
brown, II when the pods were black, one when 
three-quarters of the pods were brown, another 
when the pods were dry, and still another when 

no green pods. Seven reported that 
they determined the ripeness of the 
examination of the seed. One man cut 
•hen tho main stems became dead, and another 
when the leaves dropped off.

METHODS OF CUTTING

yi'srs of their experience the seed has not been 
of the highest quality. It seems quite evident 
that alfalfa seed of very good quality is being 
produced in vûtsrio.

or in the barn. It

THREE POINTS ABOUT STORING 
There are only three necessary conditions for 

storing seed corn ; 
may be reasonably 
of his
perly matured, 
dilation of sir about each ear, to carry away the 
surplus moisture. St ond, a temperature must 
be maintained above freezing, until the seed is 
thoroughly dry. Third, seed corn must be select
ed early enough, so that it may 
time to dry before cold weather.

Numerous testa of seed corn have been made.

and, if these are followed, one 
y eure that 96 per 
germinate, provided it waa pro- 
First, there must be a good cir-

p by an Top Dressing with Barnyard Manure
K. V. Eaton, Colcheter Co., N.S.

When it conies to making actual cash out of 
manure 1 do not know of any better place to put 
it th..n on the newly seeded clover field». One 
load of manure judiciously applied with a man
ure spreader to the weak spots in the clover 
field will go further and bring greater result» 
than three or four hauled out to the field and 
pitched around with a dung fork without any par
ticular notice aa to whether or not it ie needed

When

cent, or more
will

In regard to the method of cutting the crop, 
mentioned that they used the mowing maohi

31

12 that they need the mowing machine with a 
tible attachment, nine that they used the 
U'l Eve that they
f«w a .lices, a far 
diferent methods.

have plenty of
reaper,

used the self-binder. In a».

e historié

1, M
it the tie

mer had used, at least, two 
The method of cutting seems 

to be determined by various fsetors; such ss, 
tie length of the plants, the uprightness of the 
growth ot the crop, ,he presence or the abaenoe 
oi itee;i hillsides, eco. Some farmers speak of 
following immediately after the mowing machine 
»ith a rake so as to prevent the horses and the 
Rschim- massing over the crop.

HOW TO CURE
The nn ihods of curing the alfalfa seed crop in 

tbe field - determined largely by the method of 
tutting and the smount end the maturity of the 
trop. Ai i rule, the crop is cured in the windrow 
by thus, who use the mowing mschine, in the 
bunches those who uae the mowing 
tbe shoe), by thoee who use the eelf-bi

Of ell the thousands of samples, those that were 
taken from a house attic, where there wae a goodparticular spot, 

riding the reaper at harveet time, I al
ways notice carefully just where the clover plants 
are small and weak and in need of assistance. 
Shortly after harvest the manure that has been 
accumulating during the summer is spread at 
the rate of about three or four loads to the acre 
on these weak spots. If a rain comes soon after
wards, and it usually doea in our moist climate, 

weak and sickly clover planta get a new 
■tert and before the frost catches the clover in 
the fall the field will preeent a nice even atand.

This is the only top dressing thst we do. We 
are getting away altogether from the old idea of

circulation of air, gave the highest per cent, of 
germination. Second in per cent, of 
waa aeed corn stored in a cellar in 
waa a heating plant. Cellars without furnaces 
are usually da 
Samplea of seed corn stored in oat-bine, on por
ches, under the eavee of Larne, end in open sheds 
hare also been tested ; and they usually gave teste 
too low for the seed to be of value for planting. 
It is easily seen that seed com kept in an attic 
or an unused second storey room can have the 
required conditions for drying, namely, good cir
culation of air, and an 
the freeeing point.

germination 
which there

mp and undesirable for storing.
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temperature, above
spreading manure on old meadows that have been 
down Ion 
more of

machine g enough, in order to give them a year
life. A more wasteful practice can not Renew your Subscription new.


