66 THE SOWER.

CHRIST OUR PASSOVER.

E always find in the deliverances of God's
people that God is also going to punish
the world. He bears testimony against

it—a universal testimony without excepting any-
body. The law distinguishes men according to
their acts, but the Holy Spirit convicts the world
of sin, because they have not believed on Him
whom God has sent. Hence the gospel begins with
treating the world as already condemned. God
has made trial in every way, of the human heart.
The gospel supposes that this probation is closed,
and declares all the world lost. Souls often desire,
and therefore need, to prove what their own strength
is, and find they have none; even converted souls
sometimes try to commend themselves thus to God.
Bat it is to dishonor Jesus, and to den their own
condition as judged of God. In Egypt God was
content with the first-born of each house as a
manifestation of His judgment. Pharaoh would
not let the people of God go, when God demanded,
as a right, that they should serve Him, the world —
Pharaoh its prince—would not yield. Signs and
plagues were then wrought to arvest their attention
and enforce the rights of God, but Egypt would not
listen. Pharaoh was hard, then hardened, and at
last became a monument of judgment for the
instruction of ali men. So it was in the days of
Noah, and so it is now that the world once more is
warned of the approaching judgments of God.
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