PERSONALS.
Jas. Macoonarn Oxeey has resigned  the
ment of the English department of the Mont

real agency of the Sun Lafe to become the managing
director of the Faramel  Manufacturing  Company,
Lamited Fhe good wishes of M. Oxley's inends
I follow him i his departure from the sunny fields
ol surance into the busy factory from whence will
come food Bt to tickle the taste, increase the weight,
and 1mprove the appearance of Canadian or foreign
tle to such a degree that, when they are offered
or sale at home or abroad, the butcher will exult and
\ Wonderinl are the effects of Faramel” T
Crrontorr joms with Mr. Oxleyv's friends in wishing
e snceess i this flight to fresh fields and pastures
Correspondruie,
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TORONTO LETTER.
Ostrich |

irm Established i Munro Park I'he
Robertson Lindsay Departmental Store Fire at

1

St T homa Loronmto Firemen to be Reduced

i number durmg Hohday  Season.—Death of

the Wiate of Thomas R Wood.— Death of Sa
mucl Shaw

Dear Fditon In a former recent aissue  of L

Cukontenr, I reterred to the establishment of an os

nch farm o our ndst, On Saturday last, the open

ng day of this new venture was celebrated with some

nall ceremomies, which included a special strect car
tor invited ts, and a lunch over which Manager
Keating of the Sreet Radlway Company on request
pressded. Many Oty Aldermien, and some of the

York Township Council attended and improved their

scant knowledge of the habits and peculiarities of the

strach. Two of the birds are noted “broncho-buck
ers, and although submatting to give a mount, they
do not guarantee any permanence thereof None of

the aldermen ventured to try a fall. Mr. Lundy, who
has introduced this undertaking, intends to make n*
a success an Canada, and run a feather factory.  Lor
the present, the Toronto Street Rallway have secured
the location of this Ostrich Farm in their Munro
Park, Toronto East, and i is proving a great attrac

tion down that to the pecuniary advantage of the
G lunro Park, well served, and
advertised, will prove a rival to

Wiy

Ratlway nmpan

preatly improved and

Foronto Island Park, and madentally to the Toronto
Ferry Company
Ihe heavy tire loss sustamned by the  Insurance

Companies by the burning of the Robertson Lindsay
Departmental Store at St Thomas, on 29th May, is a
fir Say building $17,000

00,000, a total of 883,000 dropped - a first
two, part three story first-class building,

a corner of two streets and of  easy  all
mind access ! Cert s not creditable to the
! fire brigade of a stirring town like St. Thomas.
\ prompt alarn at 1120 pm., and a quick arrival on

very annoving single
Crererl

loss

i'.i”
situated on

amhy

the scene of the brigade, should have been circum
tances tavorable enough to have secured control of
«hire ongmating, and at the instant of their arrival,

“But

sull contined to, one room in the 2nd story
te from o St Thomas paper before me), the

“(1
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“efforts of the Department were fruitless, they secr,
“ingly being unable to throw  water into  the 2
story where the fire was.”  Now, St. Thomas ran
the Association List as a “B” town, but 1y
Coo U0 A Inspector had better make re-enquiry
to the right of such fire appliances, or such manag.-
ment, to enjoy any longer their present status
suppose the lack of experience, infrequent drill, 4.
a lack of quick unexpected summons to assem)l
must militate against the cfficiency of the fire brigad.
ot all country-towns,  The standard requirements o
BoCoor Dotown may have been supplied, but ther
1= a lack of efficient handling of these because
tien, as a body, on the instant of alarm are all excited
and more or less confused.  Only long training can
~ll)>]nl) the needed coolne SN, and I’L‘glll&tl’ lll('lllnll. T
quisite inemergencies, for  good  work.  Man,
moons will wax and wane, | fear, before the Insur
ance Companies will regather $80,000, or so, in St
Ihomas premiums,

We have a ittle ripple on our usually, of late, calm
water, as between the city and the  Fire Insurance
Companies. It appears to be the custom each year
tor the city to allow the firemen, in turn, holiday pri
vileges,  In this way, from the total force of firemen,
170, as many as 45, may be “off”" at one time. Now
the chiet, recogmzing the danger in this feature, has
asked that the city give him a temporary extra staff
ob 8 men, which he proposes to distribute during the
holiday season at certain danger points, as follows:
< at Lombard street; 2 at Bay street; 1 at College
street, 1at Yonge street, 1at Portland street, and 1
at Berkeley street stations.  The estimated cost of
these extra men will be about $1,100, and whilst the
Fire Committee have recommended this grant to be
allowed, 1t is doubtful if the Controllers will pass it
We all are aware that the Civie Authorities consider
that a staff of 170 men are an unnecessarily large (%)
number, and in consequence, they may say nay to the
proposition to provide 8 men as suggested by the
chief. 1 suppose the Insurance Companies are help
less in the matter, but the proposed depletion of the
hiremen force in a dry hot summer, such as we ex-
peet, and usually have, should not be allowed to be
come a fact, unnoticed or unchallenged.

The wife of Mr. Thomas R. Wood, of Wood &
Kirkpatrick (Aetna & Phenix of Brooklyn), died this
morning.  This lady for many months past was a
great sufferer. Notwithstanding the long exercised
skill of eminent medical men in New York, she some-
time ago lost her eyesight; in itself a great affliction.
The many friends of Mr. Wood, far and near, will
greatly sympathise with him in his bereavement,

On Naturday the 27th May, in Toronto, died Sam-
uel Shaw, aged 70 years.  As Agent in this City for
the Mercantile and for the Waterloo Fire Insurance
Companies for the past twenty years, and also for
sometime previously the Queen” Assurance Company,
of England, Mr. Shaw became a well.known man in
msurance circles, among the members of which he
had many warm personal friends.  Born in Montreal,
Mr. Shaw at an early age came with his parents to
Toronto, where with the exception of a few years in
husiness in Detroit, he spent all his life. Possessed
i a clear and retentive mind, and the faculty of facile
capression of his ideas, he was an entertaining com-
paivion, and when reminiscent most exact in all details
of note. Families, personages, localities in and around
Toronto were readily recalled by Mr. Shaw in a vivid
life like way, all his own. Not seldom, indeed, was




