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Ministers and Churches.

Our Toronto Letter.

Not o ly very deep inter -1, but anxicty has
been telt i the city, as m the country at large,
on account of the state of health of  Principal
Grant.  Sympathy is all the more dee P because
ot the special and interesting ceremonies which
have been taking place in connection  with
Quien's University, so dear to the Principal s
heart and for which e his done so much,

Very general and sincere sympathy is also
felt both in the city and country for the  Rishop
of Toronto and his fami v, becanse of the s
death of his eldest son, and the most paintul cir-
cumstances connected with at,

As it must preseminently be with every such
life, our late Superintendent of Missions in the
Northwest, Dr. Robertson, though dead  vet
speaketh,  His Lite and Work was the subject
betore the Young Poople of Koox church  at
their last regular mecting . Several  papers
were read and Rev, Dre. Parsons gave an ad-
Cross luliing Dr. Robertson for his theme,

It has been foand d Rcalt to find one in every
way qualified to take up and continue the work
among the Chinese in Betish Columbia - given
up by Reve Mr. Winchester when he became the
pastor of Knox church.  Rev. Arvch, Ewing,
who has had many vears experience i China,
has now  been appointed to that  important
sphere of labor, and the good wishes and
pravers of the church will go with lnm to it.

Your correspodent was delighted 1o meet a
few eveniigs ago with Rev. Murdoch Macke: -
zie, our well-known Honan missionary He Bas
just returned  from  Central India and  mission
work there betore going back o Honan.  Be-
tore leaving India he spent some  time visiting
as many mission ficlds as he could overtake,
a d o number of the large cities m Northern and
North-Eastern India,  Asked about his impres-
sions of mission work generaily i Indey, he anse
wored, that first, everywhere the tamine  and
p-oblems arising out of it on the mission  helds
and 1o the missionaries, met him and deeply
impressed him. Hundreds of orphans, up to as
many as a thousand in some  cases, had been
cast upon the missionaries and  the churches,
In his opinion they were dealing with this  dith-
cult state of things with great wisdom and good
yudgment, but he added, the church at home
will need to have patience with our missionaries
and their work out theres The importance  at-
tachod on all the helds, and among all the  mis-
sions to educational mission work, also very
forcibly struck Mre. Mackenzie.  He tound this
feeling very general,  The patience, courage
and devotion of the missionaries was a thing of
great interest and satisfaction to him, and  he
knows well what  estimate to put upon such
gualities on the mission field.  He also noticed
the great change going on in India by agencies
not definitely christian, the multiphication of ral-
ways for example, and from sheer nece sity,
owimng to this and the introduction of simlar
western institutions, the breaking down of ¢t
everywhere is gomg on and must go on until
India in that respect as in several others is revos
lutiomzed.  Everywhere, also, he found glow: g
in the hearts of the missionaries the hope . nd
t.*:m'l:tatiun that they were on the eve ol a greal
rehigious upheavil.  When preaisely or how it
may come, 1o on - could say, but thatis a pre-

vailing fecling and expectation in the minds ot

the miss onaries.  All this is most hopetul and
encouraging, and we value these opinions of Mr.
Mackenzie gathered in the way they have beon,
on the field, and by one so competent to judye
as we think all who know him wil admit lam to
be.  There were many other points which  the
brevity of our interview did not admit ot being
touched upon. Mr Mackenzie is in the best of
health and looks in splendid condition in - every
way to return to his work in Honan,

A senies of pulpit exchanges among the  min-
isters of the city has been arranged for Sunday
the 18th, and on this day there will be a gene ral
shaking up in the city puhnh. Rev. John Neil,
of Westminster church, has just finished a4 short
course of sermons on ** The Confessicn of Faith,”
In his last he shewed what Calvimism  has  done
tor Civil and Religious liberty ; for education
for the home and tor the spread of the gospel,

At the last meeting of the General Ministerial
Association, a deputation from “The Prisoners’
Aid Society” was present 1o urge upon the  As-
sociation having in all tl » churches a  Prison
Sunday, at which a collection would be taken up
in aid of the objects of the society. A resolu-
tion of sympathy with its work was passed and
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a committee appointed to consider  the matter
and report 1o a subseguent mocthiong,

On Teesday evenimg of last week  the sixty-
second annual mecting of the Upper Canada
Fa de Society was held i the Sherbourne stroeet
M;-thm.hl church.  The weather unfortunately
was unlavourable, but a tiuir number  was pros-
ent.  To old me min rs especially,  the absence
Was very muach l--ll. of the fate Hon G W,
Allan, DL CL Loy who for the long  peried  of
forty=two years had been |Ht'-1dt nl of the So-
cicty, N WL Hovies E«g., » I b D
who has long been one of tln- viee -pn"mh'nh.
has been appointed in his place, and  under his
presidency the society will no doubt continue to
flourish as it Las in the past. He gave a stir-
nu.., and intere -.'tln:.: address, and besides him
the '*[“"ll-it‘l'w were Rev WO W, Weeks DL D,
of the Baptist church, and Rev, Protessor Cody
M. AL, o the Anglican church, whose address
though lengthy  was interesting  throughout.
This vear the report mentions  that new  fields
for active work are opening  up in Mongolia,
Bolivia, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru in connection
with the parent society. A very iuh'rrwling and
impaottant department of home work is that of
Colportage.  Among different classes and i
the newer parts ol the country particularly, nine

Colporteurs are doing good  service, One ey
pecially we may name,  Mr. Hellyer, a youny
Russian who speaks Eaglish, as well as several
other lanzoages has been sent out to work
among Doukhobors, Gallicians, ote., in Assina-
boia, and the North-West Territories.

The Canadian Femoerance Leagoe, we may
just note in closing, has last year had the mosl
successiul i its past lustory of fourteen years.
Its meetings have been Ln;.,tlv attended and it
has a balunce of 157 0o in its favor.  Mr. ).
S. Robertson, who tor seven years has so ably
filled the place of president was though wishing
to resign, again clected by acclamation to that
important post,
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Reve R, Herbison has resumed  work  with
wonted \i,,:ﬂr alter his few weeks' rest,

Ottawa presbytery has approved  of  the
removal of the Glebe church to the cormer ol
Carling avenue and  Lyvon steeet, The site s
said 1o be an excellent one ; and on it at an early
date a $20,000 church will be erected.

The annudd report of Stewarton church has
been recenved. Tt contains much valuable matter
pertaining to congregational life and work, and
be s evidence of carctul l't‘;llll;{ h} Mr. | . Pha
Holkett, the efficient Clerk of Session. - A truthe
ful likeness of Rev, Robert Herbison, M, A., the
minister of the church, adds value to the publi-
cation,

Reve T, Saddler, the moderator, read an abl
and exhaustive paper on Charch Lite and Works
at the st meeting of Ottanwa Presbytery. The
paper touched upon the temperance quualmu:m |
recommended  that the charches should  all
organize and work to have prohibitory  laws
pssed and enforced. He pointed out that the
referendam if passed would give them what they
had long worked for and stated that he hoped
the I'rrwl*i_\t-.-ri,m congregalions would work to
have the reterendum passed.

The London Presbyterian, of st May, just re-
ceived, contams the tollowing  relative to the
call to the pastor of St Andrews : We andes-
stiend that Dre. Herndge, of Ottaawa, whom the
congregation at Frognal have pledged them-
selves to cally has written to De, Morrs Gibson,
Moderator of the vacancy, to the eflect that, -
though greatly touched by the  unanimity  and
cordiality of the mvitation, he s not at present
in a position 1o give o definite answer,  As Dr.
Herridge is a munister of the Canadian Proshy -
terian Church, he would require to be receivedd
by the Svnod before he cocdd  be  imducted  al
Frognal Gas Dre. Gibson and De, Pentecost were
betore they were inducted at St. Joha's Wood
and Marylebone respectively,) The time being
too short for the Syonod to deal with the matter,
the congrogation will probably ask tor the  ap-
pointment of a commission, i the hope that Dr,
Horvidg 2 will accept the proposed call,

A correspondent of the London Preshyterian
ro'ess to what he stvles the “swaddlbng clothes
of passed generatioas,  m connsaction with the
call to Rev, e, H ormidee as tollows | notwee
Lot the Frognal congregation mtend presenting
a call to Dr. Herridge, of Ottawa, expecting  to
get his decision betore the meeting of Synod, so
that its sanction can be procured 1or his  admis-
sion to our church, Supposing, however, Dr.

Herridge refuses the call, but in a month or two
the Froun n| friends decide to renew the cally and
he is wiling to accept ity [ presume he o ould not
b iducte |.'| Gl atter the meeting of the lollowing
Synod 2 Or il this congregation might set ats
alfections on a minider similarly  situated,  the
savm * delay would have 1o U Ilu.‘ ;I' we? Is it
likely that any minister of Dr, Herndge's stand-
. would care to entertain a call under such in-
\nlmu-‘ condittions 2 1 think not. I so, do we
not saffer a loss as a Charch, as well as lowernyg
0 our system in the estimation of - other Free
Churches ?

Western Untarlo.

Rev, Do Mungo Fraser has resigned the pas-
torate of Knox chorch, Haomilton,

Rev  John Bailey, of Toronto, preached in
the Melbourne Chareh List Sunday morning and
eveniag .

Anniversary services were conducted in the
Embro ¢hurch, by Rev. Prot. Balantyne of
Knox College, Toronto,

Mr. Farrar who has been in charge of the
Sombra Church tor the past month, has  return-
ed to Toronto. My, Carlyle,  of Knox College,
will preach next Sunday evening.

Rev. . Stewart, pastor of - Willis church,
Ciaton, has been presented  with a handsome
gown by the members of his  congregation,  on
his receving the degree of Dy DL trom Kuox
College.

Ry, Mr. Carriere, of Grand Bend, last Suab-
bath took the service i St Andrew s cliurch,
morning and  evening,  Reve Moo MebLennan
was at Greand Bend conducting anniversary ser-
vices tor Mr. Carrnere,

A rece pliun redd nll)‘ tende wredd Rev, Mr. and
Mis. Wilson by the Loadon Kiag stroct congr.-
e lllll'l showed the happy and  cordial reldions
su'isting between pastor and  people.  In fhe
coone of the evening anatlectionately  worced
address was presented,

The Beadtord congregation has just sent Rev.
J. T. Hall, late of Bond Head, and who was res

contly mducted over Rockwood and Eden M
a cheque tor $40 in slight acknowle ome it of
his seevices as moderator during the  vacan ¥y

Me. John Pennan the we dthy manuficturer of
Piaris, Ont , has given $6,000 towards the erecs
ton of a4 Y. M. C. A, building to cost $12,000,
on condition the bdance be raised by pubiic or
private sty nillu‘m. and the work ol the institus
tion may be carried on for five years,

The Acton Free Press speaks in high terms of
the special services recently held in that plhce
by Rev. M. N, Bethune, for merly of Boaverton,
-.hlm,_ i tone ot the .nhh st preas hers 13 the

ranks of Canada's evan, 't'll*-l-c

e Giobe of S ctarday contains a good  Lkes
ness of Rev, Mexander Mackay, D D, who s
stvled “the Gaele Pre acher of Toronto 7 His
is more than that 3 Dr. MacKay, who has just
complet = his g2nd year in the ministry is an ex-
cellent preacher in English.  Heis now  living
retired 1 Toronto, and expects to have his name
entered on the list of benehiciaries from the Aged
and Tntirm Ministers” Fund, when  the General
Assembly mects noxt Jone

Brampton Cons rvator s Rev. RO . M,
Glassord, of Gueph, exchanged pulp s with
Reve R.N. Burn, past r of Gooer chue h,
Lere, on Sundav basty e Glasstord has  many
froends i Broampton and  surrounding  country
and his visits are always a sowce ol greal
pleasure.  His sermons on Sunday  last were
both e¢'oguent and helpful and were much appre-
ciated by all

Another of Oxford’s sturdy  ploneers passed
away on Apueid 27thy in the person ol Willium
Weir, of Lot 2, con. 1, Blandrord,  Mr. Weir
has ¢ u]nsu Jd remorkable health, throaghout  bis
long lite, it being his boast  that watl Friday
night, when he was taken with a stroke of apo-
plexv, be ha D never missed a meal, Dec rased
wis o native of Averdeenshire, haviog come 1o
Canadicin 1856, and wias a man oo noble  char-
acter, and, as was stated by the pastor of ("l
mers Charch in making  the amoancement of
Mre., Wers doath Lost mighty, gave hberally o
the Prosbyterian charehs He himselt was an
elder 3 two sons, Messres. John and  James, are
elders of Chalimers Churdh 3 one son,  Rev,
George is pastor of the  Preshyteriaon Chureh,
Avonmore, and o davehter Miss Jossiey 15 @
missionary i India. The other members are
Wilitam (also an clider of St Andrew s East Ox-
ford), and Alired at home ;3 Mrs, Adam Keanedy
Burtord ; Miss Aggie in Deover ; and Mrs.




