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Be Not Anxious--Wut Prap |

Anxiety ought to be avoided beeause it
is never constructive. Like a eancer it
eats its way and dissipates energy. It un-
fits us for effective service. A free trans-
lation of St. Paul’s words in Philippians
4: 6, gives the following: “In nothing be
anxious, but in everything pray and give
thanks.”’ This great man gives us the
positive feature of our guidance as well
as the negative for a danger signal. Who
could more appropriately say ‘‘in every-
thing pray?”’ With Paul it was not simp-
ly precept, but faithful and never-tiring
example.

Have we in our missionary programme
set the same unfailing example of this di-

vinely ordered method? If Speer is cor-,

rect when he says, ‘‘Every element in the
missionary problem depends for its solu-
tien upon prayer,”” we cannot afford to
leave any feature of our task out of the
range of its direet influence, Much prayer
has been used in opening doors@ll over
the world. Prayer cycles have been pub-
lished and used by thousands of ‘people
on behalf of volunteers for the work. The
crisis we are facing to-day, and we are
not alone in this experiehee, is of a finan-
cial character. Has God’s method of
prayer besn used in the past regarding
money, or is the crisis a call to change the
emphasis? Has - there not been a tend-
ency to separate the subject of finance
frcm our prayer life in the affairs of fam-
ily, Chur¢h and state? If unprecedented
suceess should attend our financial cam-
paign, would the tendency be to give
credit to our splendid organizing ability !
Whereas if more emphasis had been given
to prayer the glory conneccted with any
success would naturally be aceorded to
(od. If we have slighted our great Lead-
er, we ought not to be slow in asking for-
giveness. One thing is certain, we are
passing through a time of trial and the

Divine promise is ‘‘Call upon me in the
day of trouble; I will deliver thee and
thou shalt glorify me.”’ i

We need the organization and we must
work harder than ever, but it is always
right to put God first; and prdyer is the
method He has provided. The principle
underlying the following story, which is
related by Mr. W. E. Doughty, ought to
be applied to all our work. i

‘‘An emergency arose in a field in
China. A gift of one thousand dollars
was imperatively needed to meet the
emergency. A cablegram was sent by the
leader in China to the mission board con-
cerned, with the ‘statement that prayer
was being made that the money might he
found at once and the need met. The
cablegram was on the secretary’s desk
when he went to his office in the morning.
He gave himself to prayer over the cable-
gram, that God might put it in the mind
of some steward of his to give the money.
He theh went about his work with a quiet-
ness in his heart, expecting that the
money would be found,

“In the afternoon a plainly-clad old
man entered the office and asked for the
secretary. His appearance at first made
the clerk who received him suspicious,
but after consultation with the secretary
the man was admitted. He asked if there
were any special emergency on any of the
fields that some money would meet. For
answer the cablegram wag put in his
hands. As he read it his eyes filled with
tears. . Controlling his emotion with dif-
ficulty he said that he and his wife had
been deeply moved while engaged in fam-
ily prayers that morning, and the convie-
tion had come that they ought to do some-
thing more generéus for the Lord’s work
than hitherto. That convietion had led

the man te call at the mission board of-
fice. Putting his hand inta the outside:
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