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THE BOSS OF WIND RIVER

“Well, you’d better be mighty sure before you
take them past your own booms. Wismer will
refuse to accept them if he gets half a chance, and
see where that would leave you. You couldn’t
bring them back upstream, and there isn't a
concern on the river below Wismer that would
buy them, this side of Hughson’s Mills. To get
there, towing charges and tolls would eat up
your profits, and old Hughson would whipsaw
you, anyway.”

“Crooks says I can do it, and so do my fore-
men,” said Joe. “I’ve got to sell the logs to meet
my liabilities. T'll keep barely enough for my
own mill.”

“All right — if you're dead-sure,” said Locke.

The situation was made very clear to Joe. He
was told plainly that the bank had gone with him
as far as it would go. In the event of non-
delivery his credit would be cut off and his se-
curities sold. The mortgage company would
enforce their rights in any event. Also there
was no doubt that Wismer & Holden would
enforce to the letter the penalty clause in their
contract. These things, taken together, meant
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