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At the meeting of the Clinical Congress of Surgeons of North 
America, held in New York City in November, 1912, a cancer 
campaign committee was appointed mainly through the efforts of 
Dr. Franklin H. Martin of Chicago. The committee was in
structed to write, or have written, articles on the subject of cancer 
and was further instructed to have these published in the daily 
press, the weekly or monthly magazines, as might be deemed most 
expedient. The committee has gone cautiously, and through the 
aid of that master organizer and medical editor, George H. Simmons, 
was able to enlist the coflderation and support of some of the most 
representative magazines in the country. Mr. Bok, editor of the 
Ladies' Home Journal and Mr. Harriman, managing editor of the 
same journal, manifested the deepest interest in the campaign. 
After much thought they came to the conclusion that a lay writer 
could better reach the public ear, and they naturally selected Mr. 
Samuel Hopkins Adams, who was such a dominant factor in the 
campaign against patent medicines, and who was last week made an 
associate member of the American Medical Association in recogni
tion of his splendid crusade. Mr. Adams visited various surgical 
clinics throughout the country and then wrote a most comprehen
sive article on the subject. His first article was published in the 
Ladies’ Home Journal for May, 1913. It is well worth a thorough 
perusal not only by every layman, but also by each member of the 
medical profession. Collier’s Weekly for April 26th, 1913, and the 
May number of McClure’s Magazine also contain admirable ar
ticles on the same subject from Mr. Adams’ pen. The medical 
profession is under a deep debt of gratitude to Mr. Bok, Mr. Harri- 
man, Mr. Collier and Mr. McClure for so freely opening their 
pages for the enlightenment of the public on this very important 
subject.

It has been estimated that these three articles reached a 
reading public of between eight and ten millions. Harper's Weekly 
for March 29th, also contained a timely article urging cancer 
patients to be operated upon without delay. Abstracts from the 
magazine art-, les appeared in many of the daily papers throughout 
the country. The Baltimore Sun contained a full column, the 
Baltimore News and the Baltimore American each devoted ample 
space to the subject. The New Orleans News-Item gave a full 
abstract of Mr. Adams’ article from McClure'sand the Detroit News- 
Tribune for Sunday, April 27th, 1913, with the permission of the 
Ladies’ Home Journal, copied Mr. Adams’ article in full. I have 
just mentioned a few of the daily papers that have given this matter


