
INTRODLCTORY REMARKS

ON WORKING METHODS AND MATERIALS.

The bookbinder works with quite a large variety of

materials which are mostly what we might call " half-made,"
that is to say, such materials as have already undergone
some hand or machine process in order to make them fit for

the work of the bookbinder. This is not the place to go into

details as to the source of all these materials or the manner
of their production : that may be seen in special treatises.

We separate into various groups the materials we use.

A.

—

Materials for Sewing and Pasting.

The bookbinder himself prepares his paste from wheaten
flour and boiling water. Put in a shallow vessel, by pre-
ference a stone or enamelled metal wash-basin, the quantity
of flour required for about eight days, pour in as much water
as will make a mixture by soaking and stirring of the con-
sistency of honey. Add to it boiling water, first slowly, then
quicker, stirring all the time. It does not do to add the
water too quickly, as that is likely to make the paste knotty
or lumpy, because it cannot be stirred quickly enough and
the gluten develops unequally. If added too slowly, the
staich is not heated quickly enough and does not thicken

B

arai"


