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the bluik ehfVs of the Athabasca is Plmxsphultnm ./vn<>Vr.(.<.,charactoriHtic
of the tcrtuuu's. It (Iov.h in stimnier iu wide sheets in.iu the schistuBe
flanks of tlie elifls down into tho river, mixing witli tho m\uU and
solidifying so as to form a eonglomorute somefiines softened by tlie hiui'b
rays and at others hard aud brittle, of whieli fragments dutuciad by the
waters are carried down and ,hi)08ited on the shores of tho Athabasca-
Mackenzie system, where tliey coul.l be mistaken for nodi-.les of basalt.
They acipiire an astcnislii.ig d-gree of liardness, and it is ohly by
accident that their true origin is eventually .liseuvere.l.

Tlie bituminous sehists are replaced at intervals by u bholl-bearing
limestone of dolomitie tendency, sometimes milky wlii'te. From this 1
have extracted various fossils, including 2'tTtir<(/K/(t, very small Belem-
uites, Atnjpa retieulari», Cyrliiia hamillonenxh, and C. umbmculom. These
limestone strata aro undulating, and occur both above and below the
water-levol.

_

The hhorcs of tho Athabasca i)resent an attractive siglit. Far from
injuring plant life, the presence of naphtha and the subterranean fires
seem to have imparted now vigour to it, so that the lofty banks liave
their steep slopes covered with vigorous and varied vegrtution. Besides
white pine, larch, aspen, and birch (wliich gives its name to the Bark
Mountain), the forest trees hero include A'irginian pine, cypress, Banks's
pine, Weymoutli pine, balsam- noplar, alder, aud many kinds of willow.

Along its waters, discoloured by muddy matter and loaded with
deposits to such an extent as to 1v prejudicial to lish-lifo, I have
collected a large number of medicinal plants : Gem alrlctum an.l rkale,
Verbascum,Ehm,jnu8 arjcntea (a very sweet-smelling shrub whose berries
are a great delicacy to bears), Lonkcni ^mrvijlora, Cyprqmliim with its
large golden lips, saxifrages, Pohjgala, Enjthvonhm dcns-canis, and
beautiful scarlet lilies, like tlie Martagou, wliicli would l)o an ornament
to any garden. Tho Indians are very fond of tho bulbs of this latter
plant, which tho Tinney» call "Tele-nuie" (or Crane bread) and tho
Crees " Okitsanak." Tho eatable Uedysarum with blue flowers and tho
poisonous one with yellow (known as tho Travelling Vetch) are found
there also. The male fern adorns tho woods with its largo fronds, and
others, such as Pohjpodhm, Capillary, and Scolopemlria, carpet the mossy
rocks with their elegant plumes. But the most abundant plant all
along tho river is sarsaparilla. Tho Tinnoy of tho Beaver tribe know
this smilaceous plant as a febrifuge and sudorific, and collect its roots

;

but they are not aware of tho anti-syphilitic properties of emilacino, a
tannic base contained in it, .rid which I have more than once pointed
out to them.

It is a curious fact that I have never heard a Cicada in the North-
west, though on two occasions (iu 1876 and 1870) I satisfiea myself of

• Also variously written as Tinneli. 'Titiiie, 'Dtinnb, Diimfc, Dinfc. Dinneb, Denft, &c.
(meamng " men" or " peoi)le"J-tlie great northern or Athabascan family of Indians.


