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COMPARE THESE VIEWS WITH THE

OPINIONS OF THE HON. FRANCIS HINCKS,
ONTHB

COMMERCIAL POIJCY OF THE COUNTRY, t

fw 1846 AHD 1847,

WHEN EDirOR OP THE « PILOT."

f^omtheTiloro/lUhApril.lSM.

* We have alread^ statedtbat the time has gone by for discas«-
ipg tbe question of Free Trade—as Mr. Elder has jnstlj obserred
in bis traly éloquent speech, " public opinion in Canada must
foUow the great fact of Free Trade." The real frienda of the
agricultural interest must turn tbeir attention to the beat means
of compensating U for tbe loes of those advantages which it bw
hithelto had. Tbe Montréal Free Traders bavé f^en tbe bol!
fwrly by tbe homs. Tbey demand the repeal of MkGladstone's
Act iroposing differential duties in faveur of British manufactures
tbey demand tbe repeal of tbe navigation laws, and tbe removal
of ail reatijptions upon commerce. The impérial duties are
fltated by Mr. Glass to be £104,555. r

The measure likely to be of the greatest advantage, not only
to Upper Canada, but to Lower Canada, and especially to the
Cities of Montréal and Québec, is the giving the Americans tbe
free navigation of the St. Lawrence. Were such a wise méasure
adopted, we can bave no doubtthat the duties on oqr agricultural
prodnce in the United States would be abandoned, and that w»
woald bave tbe advantage of the great Eastem markets of thi«
Continent in addition to those of £ngUnd-r-there would then be
an inducement to the Americans to turn tbeir attention to the
St. Lawrence as a cbannel of communication» wbereas at présent
tbey are ail interested in direoting tbe Western produce by other
routes. Let the navigation of tbe St. Lawrence be free and we
hall have cheap frèigbt, and upon tbis our farmers must now
chiefly rely.

There must be an end put to difierential duties of ail kinds ;
01» teas, sugar, leather, spirits, &o., and such revenue duties im-
posed as the necessities _of the country require. We belJeve
that if tbe measures suggèsted were carried out, tbe agriouhar.
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