CHAPTER 1.
THE PIONEERS

The . earliest  records extant of
the Presbytery of Brockville aate
back to the Sth February, 183

and the names of ministers on the
Roll of Preshytery of that
were Rev'd Wm. Smart, Brockville,

)
uate

Rev'd Robt. Bovd. Prescott, and
Rev'd Robt. Lvle of Osnabruck,
with these Elders, namely, Nr
John  Deckey, Mr. Matthew Meln

Mr. Jchn N. Ault. These

three min'sters supervised the work

tosh and

of the church over a large trail of

country, and were instrumental in
I'reshyterian
the
Brock-
Lanark. Of
men Rev'd Wm. Hmart

estublishins  several

what is

[ regal ons In now

Preshivterids  of Kinoston,

ville, Genzary anl

those s an

outsten ling  pioncer minister  of

Preshyterianism. He commen ed
his lahors at Broekville in the year

IN11
started th»

and is eredited wit)

first Sabbath

naving
School

in Canada,  His field of labor ex-

tended from Ganano ue to )sna-
bruck, a distinee of nearly one
hinldred miles, and north some

thirty-five miles from the St. Law-

rence.  In eon‘unetion with Rev'd
Ir. Bovd of Preseott, who arrived
subse uently thy established
Preshyvterian conrrezations  in

some fourtecn localities wh ch grew
n'o strong seli-sustaining congre-
still influ
in mouldiny the ideals of the

cations,and exert their
enee
commtnities. The con regations in
Edwardshursy Township
the

t'ers of the township who adhered

were  a-
mong number. The early set-
to the Preshyterian faith gand form
of worship had under the guidance
of Missionary effort erected three
smaull churches known at that time

as  “Spencerville”  at  Spencer's

Mills, ““The Log Church” at Ran
ev's  Corners, and the TFront
Charch at Port Elgin. These were

organized into congregations in
the vear 1835, and were known as
the Spencerville Charge,

" he settled

these churches was the Rev'd Jas.

first pastor over
inducted at
Jenuary 6th, 1816,
Clerk of Brock-
until h's resigna
accepted in 1855,  His
Rev'd A, Melville,
who came to minister to the needs
of the flock n
IRH6. At a meeting of Preshytery
held in Brockville of that vear, a
petition was received from the Fd-
v asking for Mol-

call to a

Geggie, who was
Spencerville

Mr,

ville Preshytery

Geggie was

tion was
SUCCESSOr  was

r

widely scattered

wards\wrg char

eration  in g minister,

N

SNome ntimation was given in this

jetition to cut off the congrga
at the Log Church from rega-
Bovd promptly
held the matter up until a

ton
lar services. Dr.
com
and re
matter. At a
sequent meeting the report of this

mittee should investigate

rort on the sub-

“"F”“i‘l‘“ was L’i‘""”. I‘
thit Spencerville and the
Fron® Church at Port Elsin be the
cnlv pliess fer re_ular Sabla.h

that held
at the TLor Church gt the conveni
Dr. Boyd a-
cented, but th report was
Log Church at

Ranev's Corners was no longer a

yecony

menled

service, and serviee  he
(noe of the m'nister.
gam 1|
adopted a=d the
part of the charge. A regular gnd
formal eall was then made out in
Rev, A, Melville, and he
inducted at Spencerville in
Port Elgin in
the afternoon of February 5, 1857,
Mr. Melville resided at Speneorville
enl continued his faith’ul and ar-
ducus i intil 1862, when he
accepted i eall to Westport,

favor of
was

the forcnson, and

ors



