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ttre c1o«er oliservern of nnt\tre iinrt natiirnl phenomena than we
art*. I have never yet met with a tMvage or Iwirlmmit!! race that

(lid not, for example, have nanies for cert'iin groupii of Htan,

and for the ^rea' planet ».

Some of the native tri)H>!« of AiiHtrulia, which we used t«) be

told were the lowest and nioxt ignorant Mtvai^eN in the world,

rail the pleiades the (ort'o)M)r< c of youn^ ^irl.s; the southern

cro8N, H duek : and Orion, a hnntur throwing a lM>omerang at tho

di k.

I'hf FijianH plant their ycnw when the erylhwa tre«* hliMmiH;

antl they < an tell to an hour \\ iifii the two nhoals of the Bnlalo

will arrive each year on the i-eefs of the sea. To the .mcient

Chaldraiix we owe the earliest Htudies in astronomy, and our

method uf reckoning by the half dozen ; they found out by direct

otMujrvatioi) how tu calculate the eclipscH of the moon. It was
thus inevitable that men nhould always have recof»nized that

heaven and earth, the whole universe, is the work of one great

power.

We have seen that the most ancient of men known to us, the

Sumerians, )>e);an with one orii^inal Kodt Ann, whom they placed

in heaven .•ilM)ve. The Bnbyloninn Semites brought their great

sun-giMl, •Shanias, with them. Brought into contact with Mirri-

Dugga, son of the Sumerian (nxl of the Karth, Ea, ihe l>abyl(»-

nians converted their Shaina.s intn the Merudach of the Bible,

and came very near at one pericnl !o making him a one and only

supreme god iH'for*', long iK'fore, the days i>{ Abraham.

On the point of one supremo god. however, the ancient Egyp-
tians came perhaps nearer to the light than any other nation

that HvihI and thought in darkness. Fiu' the connnon people the

Egyptian teachers had hundreds and h\mdreds of gods, repre-

sented by animals and images. But the priests and the educated
Egyptian.s had a p I of their own of a totally different type.

The Egyptian sacred texts, known only to the priests, taught
them such wonderful maxims as these: "There is a single

Being, the sole producer of all things l)oth in Heaven and earth,

himself not produced of anything; the only true living god, self

originatetl, who ovists from the l>eginning : who has made all

things, but has not himself been made; his commencement is

from the beginning, he is the god that has existed fi-om all time ;

there is no go<l without him ; no mother bore him, no father had
l)egotten him, he is a gwl-goddes.- .reated from himself; all gods
rttnie in.t/> existence wh''n he Ix-gan.'"

This god the Egyptians never represented by ,any image. Ap-
l>arently his name was never called in vain, so sacred was it.

We do not even yet know what his name was.


