
858 THE ARMIES OF LABOR

Labor was regarded as so insignificant that everybody

took it for granted that it was perfectly all right to

have the credential card read "Inter-Allied Social-

ist Conference" and with the omission of this more

important term, " Labor. "
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As one looks back upon the history of the work-

ingman, one finds something impressive, even

majestic, in the rise of the fourth estate from a

humble place to one of power in this democratic

nation. In this rise of fortune the laborer's union

ht»s unquestionably been a moving force, perhaps

even the leading cause. At least this homogeneous

mass of workingmen, guided by self-developed

leadership, has aroused society to safeguard more

carefully the individual needs of all its parts La-

bor has awakened the state to a sense of respon-

sibility for its great sins of neglect and has made

it conscious of its social duties. Labor, like other

elements of society, us often been selfish, narrow,

vindictive; but it has also shown itself earnest and

constructive. The conservative trades union, at

the hour of this writing, stands as a bulwark be-

tween that amorphous, inefficient, irresponsible

Socialism which has made Russia a lurid warning

and Prussia a word of scorn, and that rational
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