
1«J QBOLOOICAL SURVEY OP NEWFOUNDLAND.

Gold Fields, Liniitc<l. nro oporatiiif: nii auriferous mi.s])ickel dc-
po»iit, which they are successfully treatiii«r for its jjold aud arsenic
contents. Hitherto all attempts to extract the jjold from this liifjh-

ly refractory ore. economically, proved ineffectual. Expensive
plant that had heen estalilished from time to time resulted only
in successive failures. Now, however, the new company who Imve
the husiness in liaiid are not oidy extraitinij the <rold contents suc-
cessfully, l)ut also the chief hy-products, esjjecially the arsenic,
which finils a ready market in Canada and the United States. It is

said to he of jnirer quality than any imported, and its production
has hecome an estahlished success. This is the oidy arsenic plant
in North America. The ore is treated hy a new process called the
liromo-cyanide.

We have in Ncnvfoundland many known deposits of almost an
exactly simi' r misj.ickel to that at Deloro. and, like it als- con-
taininjj sutficient gold and silver to he well worth recovering,
'^here would appear to l»e an opening here for just such another
industry, could the capital he found to exploit it.

Pyrrhotite, or magnetic pyrites, is a connnou ore in this coun-
try. It usually contains more or less nickel, and is similar to the
ores upon which the great nickel industry of Sudhury, Canada, is

founded. The i)ercentage of nickel is generally very small, rarely
exceeding o pei' cent., while the average is not more than 3 p-^r .-ont.

Our ])yrrhotites may yet prove the hasis of a valual)!e nickel in-

dustry when capital and enterprise arc hrouglit t) hear up.'U their

utilization.

(ialena or sulphuret of lead is another mineral which ^ixould

he receiving some attention. There are several well-known de-
posits of this valuaMe material, and years ago it was worked to a
considerahle extent in the district of Plaeentia and in Port-a-Port
Bay. None of these dei)osits were exhausted, and it is a great pity

that such valuahle i)roperties should he now lying unproductive.
In the case of the Silver Cliff mine at Little Plaeentia, the ore was
found to he highly argentiferous, which should prove an incentive to

capitalists to re-open this promising property.

•Manganese, or rather manganiferous iron ore, is an abundant
mineral, and is now largely used in the production of spiegeleisen,

a suhstance of growing economic importance. The deposits of this

class of ore along tlie south side of Conception Bay have been prov-


