
been fuuiid impraeticuble und inexpedient. Under tlie provisionn of

the LicenNe Act they are constantly called upon to hear appeals and
deteiinine esses. It is also their duty under the law to hear complaintH

when the legality ot the issue of licensi's in called in ([Uestion, and if

the evidence warrants, revoke the action of the ('onunissiouers in

granting the licen.se, and punisli them or the Inspector for any illegal-

ity connnitted. Tnder the law Commissioners who are magistrates are

prohibited from adjudicating upon cases.

Policy ill iSq^.

The entire absence of anything like an Opposition policy on tlie

license question under the leadership of Mi Whitney is indicated by
the following extracts from a speech by that gentleman, delivered in

the Legislature during the debate on the second reading of the Liquor
License Bill, on March 30th. 1897. Mr. Marter, who had spoken prev-

iously, had been questioned as to the views of his party on the subject,

and the Opposition leader, in the course of his speech, dealt with the
matter at some length :

" He wr)ii)li'ix'(l lit tilt' iiut'>tioii timt ttiine from tlieGoviriimtMit beiichcs, wliU-h iiski'd

wily ilid not the iiioiiiliiT for N'ortli Toronto (louliirc wimt hf would do. In ii humorous
iiianriiThei-hjinu-tt'rizt'il I 111- iiiuddli'thiittliKtiovi'rnmeiitlmilKot into lis H peculiar hoK,
in whiehtlie Coverninent were rapidly lietoniiTlK embedded. Hedeeliiredtliat they were
calliiiK upon I lie Opposition to come over and help tiiein out. . . It was not the pur-
pose of the Opposition to compound a policy for the Coverninent. In the pa.Ht they
had always aidetl them and Iielped them out of many serious positions, Imt that was
at an end, and the Government need not in the future look to the Opposition to rectify
miKtakes for them.

. . . The entire question hasdeveloped intoa triiinf,'ular allair,
tile solution of which is apparently a very diflicult matter. Because it was ditlicult it

v\as no reason why the Opposition should step in and untangle the matter, and,
furthermore, they did not intciul to do so. The Goveriuiicnt said the Opposition
ouj^ht to sUKKest .soniethinjr. They were in a minority, lait if honorulile Kentlenieii
wished theiii to chjiiiire pliu'cs with them in ailvance of time they would cheerfully
respond. Tliey (the Opjiositionl had nothing to ilo with the matter." t3/ff//«)if/

Eiitplff report).

This pitiable confession ot weakness and incapacity has been .sub-

stantially repeated many times by Mr. Whitney in the course of his

later platform deliverances. After having boxed the compass and tried

every imaginable proposal for a change from the extreme of centraliz-

ing the license administration in Ottawa to the opposite expedient ot

the restoration of municipal control, and seeing them in turn rejected


