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^e fecent October war in the Middle
at ïs j^^ast and the subsequent Arab cutback
^'t^ oil1supplies emphasized how vulnera-

asper^t,e médium powers like Canada remain to
dd:e ^uipe4ower actions over which they have

1o control. Henry Kissinger's "pentagonal
alance of power" looked, from this view-

f^^int,J suspiciously like an old-fashioned
^ondominium of the United States and

ugh' 11 .S.S:R., facilitating their continued com-
studietitiôn for influence at the expense of
;ed bShird parties and their preservation of the
3i0:1, 6ological and territorial status quo in
have ^eir respective spheres of influence. Does
)n of his m, ean that Dr. Kissinger should be

pen as a new Metternich, intent on secur-
ie gerag aA alliance between the conservative
stagg^perpowers to support their interests,
thar l^e I defending these with Bismarck's
af ^

ter^cal use of Realpolitik and force? Or
i s n^oulc^ Dr. Kissinger be seen as attempt-
: s e g ta^ identify and reinforce the factors
The ^g for stability in the current inter-
tok6tiorial system so that it can adapt to

Ust br^ge without disintegrating, the fate of
Tl-'is ^e 1Vfetternich and Bismarck systems?
world: The comparisons with Metternich,
e hrehe reactionary conservative, and Bis-
ig€er ^arc^ the man of "blood and iron", "were
Er- 8^evitâble, given Dr. Kissinger's discus-

ion 'of their respective approaches to
ccur^plomacy, together with his other writ-

liploo^gs ând his actions as architect of Presi-
ndzun'ent Richard Nixon's foreign policy since
, fiea968. 0 These works suggest that Dr. Kis-
itiE,s ^inge^s international political ideas are
tio:ls !^sed^ on a more complex notion of the
prescrelationship between stability and change,

nd the altered role of force in the inter-
_latiorial system than has been assumed.

lis doctoral thesis on Metternich stressed
o' he Austrian Chancellor's preoccupation

he de^ 1815 with the need to restore a Euro-
e ( , f 4an talance of power against the revolu-
es of konary forces of nationalism and libera-
nhzrdion iinleashed by the French Revolution,
fai:as, 6rces^ that had also enabled France to

chieve hegemony over Europe. What be-
âme ^known as the Metternich system
Çepentled on the major actors in the inter-

national system having a long-term inter-
est in preserving the territorial and
ideological status quo sufficient to out-
weigh any short-term gains from its
disruption. This interest was reinforced
by a common conservative, anti-revolu-
tionary ideology that enabled Metternich
to present his policies as those dictated by
loyalty to a common set of values, rather
than those dictated by Austrian self-
interest.

Conceptions of stability
Dr. Kissinger has clearly drawn on Metter-
nich's conception of a stable international
system as one that provided any power
able to disturb the status quo with an
even greater interest in its preservation,
so that any changes would be evolu-
tionary, rather than revolutionary, in
terms both of the means used and the
ends sought. Hence Dr. Kissinger's re-
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