. Ideological
diatribes
now reflect
down-to-earth
qualities

Mao uttered the bywords “unity” and
«“giability”. Supporting the third essential
of “production”, Chou announced a new
five-year economic plan calling for “an
independent and relatively comprehensive
industrial and economic system” by 1980,
on the way to the attainment by China of
its goal of becoming “a powerful modern
socialist country by the end of the
century”. :
But actions speak louder than words
in the new new China. The gathering of
party delegates from all over the country
in October at the model Tachal Commune
in Shansi Province, three months before
Chou’s death, indicated that agricultural
modernization would be the key to indus-
trialization and that the main objective
by 1980 would be mechanization of an
ancient but increasingly productive agri-
culture. Simply because agricultural out-
put is the centre-piece of the new Chinese
strategy — and the Russians are doing so
poorly in this vital field — even Peking’s
continuing ~ ideological diatribes against
Moscow have a practical, down-to-earth
quality. As Teng, before he was exiled by
the Cultural Revolution, explained the
necessity of growing more grain by any
means, including material incentives for
individual farmers: “It doesn’t matter
whether a cat is black or white so long as
it catches mice.”

The fact of Teng’s taking command
with Mao’s obvious blessing when Presi-
dent Ford went to Peking last December
demonstrates how this pragmatic streak
extends to Chinese foreign policy. The
Chairman and the Deputy Prime Minister
not only lectured Ford and Secretary of
State Kissinger about the dangers of
détente with the Soviet Union — Chinese
and U.S. interests “converge,” in Kissin-
ger’s hardly-noticed account of the talks
in Peking, “in the perception of both coun-
tries about their relationship with Japan”.
This amounted to more than Chinese en-
dorsement of the U.S.-Japanese security
pact and the U.S. military presence in
Korea. China’s relations with Japan are
economic, and are a keystone of the Chi-
nese leadership’s ambitious plan to attain
economic greatness by the twenty-first
century.

Three-way relation
Tt is not too much to say, in short, that a
subtle but powerful three-sided relation,
based on convergent interests, is quickly
growing up between China, Japan and the
United States.

The end of the Vietnam war having
placed Peking and Moscow in more of an
adversary relation in Asia than ever be-
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Japanese re-emergence
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