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Military garrisons in Newfoundland and on the coasts cannot be 
entirely abandoned. Many of these duties can be and are being 
performed by volunteers who are not fit for combat service. Some
of these duties will necessarily continue to be discharged by draftees.

While we prefer the voluntary system for overseas service, 
compulsion where necessary will continue to be used to ensure that
fit men of military age perform national service required by our
war effort. Draftees employed in national service will remain in the 
army under discipline at army rates of pay. Obviously, it would not 
be fair to allow draftees preferential treatment by giving them 
civilian work at civilian rates of pay.

Another reason why draftees, except those who for physical or 
other reasons havez ceased to be useful as soldiers, should not be 
disbanded, is that^so long as they are in the army and adequately 
trained, they will continue to be a potential ultimate reserve of 
reinforcements whose compulsory employment in any theatre may, 
in the light of developing circumstances, have toi

ments for the armyTo increase the flow of infantry reinforcements for the army 
we shall intensify our effort to encourage voluntary enlistment. The 
existing establishment of the army in Canada and in England will 
be reviewed with the object of freeing every volunteer who is fit for 
combat duty. We shall continue to draft men reaching military age 
for compulsory training and service.

We shall make every effort to have all draftees told individually 
of the need for their services. We shall also make every effort to 
have each draftee told individually of the practical benefits to his 
own future of becoming a volunteer and enjoying the full oppor
tunities for successful re-establishment in civil life. In this we shall 
follow the principle set forth by General McNaughton }“You cannot 
drive men of spirit but you can encourage and ,"~'1 — ”
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i the imperishable fact 'The glory of Canada’s fight for freedom is the imperishable fact 

that every Canadian in uniform at sea, in the air and on every 
fighting front is there by his own choice. In this world conflict 
Canada has produced a race of noble warriors. The light in their 
eyes is the light of liberty, and the fire in their hearts is the fire 
of spirits dedicated to the service of their fellow-men.

This is not the hour to destroy that magnificent record. It is 
the hour to kindle the fire of free service in the hearts of all our 
young men, in the army and outside its ranks.

I would ask my fellow Canadians, without distinction of race 
or creed or party to join with me in the appeal which I now make 
for full support to Canada’s army overseas. I ask all to join no less
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