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fMethinks Harry doth protest too much $• • •

f you haven I read this letter, you probably weren’t on campus in April. York 
President Harp/ Arthurs fired it off as a response to Excalibur’s April 2 profile 
of vice president Stephen Fienberg, who was then one of three candidates 
competing to replace Arthurs. The disgruntled president printed thousands of 

,, C.°piel°fthe three'Page letter, dumped them all over campus and mailed them to
the media. The letter is worth reading carefully because the president ends up revealing 
more than he denies—and because it shows how he deals with criticism. Here, Excalibur 
t eatures Editor Doug Saunders gives you a guided tour of Arthurs ’ Utter.
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of Involvement of York

The following represents my best knowledge and complete disclosure of all the fact
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s at my disposal.
DefenceaKmmentYOrk 18 * bW°m6 ^ °f 016 Strate«lc Defence Initiative of the US

This is false.

•Maybe this is why. It s true, as Arthurs says, that the Senate voted in 1986 to ban 
SOI research on the York campus. But it's also true that in 1987 the SDI Office ini 
Washington reported a subcontract conducted on the York campus—ayparafter§ a@S2HES3ESBS3ESBS

This is false several times over.

According to the March P/oughshar ^search do||ars. Out of $960,270
Canadian universities in l®rms h^ntracts at Canadian universities, York 
reported by the Pentagon for [****™c0 research,York ranked number three f 

bbed $711,610. In terms of overall de hjevementfor a university wrth^
among Canadian unwersit.es - quite an a fflÈÊÊËËËS
relatively small science faculty.

The I8U is not now
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^search ïhatwill!aBlnVnd Ter/estrialScience <ISTS> is committed to any kind of m

of excellence on the York campus. Nobody at ISTS will deny that much of their 
research is military-funded — as aerospace contractor Peter Meuller says, "you 
just cant separate the two so easily" —and, in light of the fact that a reported 75 
to 80 per cent of NASA's work is military-related, the very term 'peaceful uses of '

of ^vera^toaohtove8^1^^8^’ St^hen F1®nber& 18 the chosen instrument of the Board

False again. And willfully misleading.

Rra distinguished statistician, who served as Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences 
thMelion’ Prl°r ^ York- Md returning to Toronto, of which he is a native. When
rîmn^av^ developed for SEI to come to Carnegie Mellon, he was on leave and away from the

smïïï&j; r.sr™16"’,or *

Unlto^Stàtes^ 0PeD' Dr' Flenber8 never sought and does not possess security clearance

tSN. 81,1 teSE, SrM*"7*.C

.... '"deed create software V York- A^urs
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bve concerns were properly addressed" between Carnegie Mellon and SEI
effecSvco n hr"!flD Mell0n go,:8 $103 million research institute which is 
effectively co-run by the Pentagon. The US Department of defence is allowed to

ELa svtr °vhe lns,itute's research projects and iïïï
sdS |MlJCh 0f he lnfourmat,on produced there will never be seen by other 

that s the problem with Fienberg. an
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! proponent of closer ties between '" Executives,tendtoagreewithFienberg
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to MYk» President is alleged to be “part of a push to have ISU brought
to I°0r,k;^d toLE?sldentlal 8®lectlon Process is alleged to have been secret and gerrymandered 
to ensure his selection as president for which he is alleged to be “definitely slated ” *

False, and not only misleading but clearly malicious.

°°noely®d to!1990 and was being pursued by ISTS, not York. Stephen Fienberg 
M V1,06 President in the spring of 1991, on the recommendation of a search

me, or so

candidates know’18111 not directly involved - was subject to the standard procedures used for other

œmptetefr ^edtotobl^6 °f ^ 86arCh 18 not known Md «cording to most observers, is

TOeseailegations are devoid of truth, or the semblance of truth. Whether they were circulated in 
«tonh^00™01^ faith, their ,authors owe an apology to York University, to the ISU, and to

S?toSSfc52SSiSar oauseof 1,6806agreat86rvloethey8howthattheyarehonest


