Methinks Harry doth protest too much...

® fyou haven’t read this letter, you probably weren’t on campus in April. York
President Harry Arthurs fired it off as a response to Excalibur’s April 2 profile
of vice president Stephen F ienberg, who was then one of three candidates
competing to replace Arthurs. The disgruntled president printed thousands of
copies of the three-page letter, dumped them all over campus and mailed them to 4 UNIVERS
the media. The letter is worth reading carefully because the president ends up revealing Office of the President =
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more than he denies — and because it shows how he deals with criticism. Here, Excalibur ‘, YO K
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Features Editor Doug Saunders gives you a guided tour of Arthurs’ letter.
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f"f’ asked questions about SD|research : 4 Several students and professors, a student newspaper, and the Canadian Peace Alliance have made

& on see). : 55 a series of false statements concerning York University and Stephen Fienberg, one of the candidates

% shall so e now seeking its presidency. The University believes that fair-minded people - including most

members of the York community and the peace movement - will wish to have the facts at their
disposal, in order to make an informed Judgment concerning these totally false allegations.
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ed”) s 0 he ‘;PPGI’ hand (i : > - The following represents my best knowledge and complete disclosure of all the facts at my disposal.

‘ﬁ? 1. It 1s alleged that York 1s seeking to become part of the Strategic Defence Initiative of the US
YDefenoe Department.
9. What / This 1s false.
e

York’s policy since June 26, 1986, and continues to be our policy today. To the best of my
oni knowledge, no classified military research is done at York.
2. It 1s alleged that York supports a bid to bring the International Space University to its campus,

80 that the ISU - and York, its host - will become a “major part of the entire Star Wars research
complex,” since ISU 1s allegedly controlled by a US board dominated by defence-related contractors.

*Maybe this is why. It's true, as Arthurs says, that the Senate voted in 1986 to ban
SDI research on the York campus. But it’s also true that in 1987 the SDI Office in
Washington reported a subcontract conducted on the York camp
the Senate ban, . I
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This is false several times over.

York 1s supporting a bid by ISTS and the government of Ontario to bring the ISU to our campus.
IST8 - an Ontario Centre of Excellence in Space Research and a consortium of universities and
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o ? ful"decoy issue, convenignt is in competition with bids from Quebec, France, Italy and Japan. If the ISTS bid is successful, the

b vise tofocuson SDIresearch—au de i o the reader’s attention s fgbrms of IStU’s ;?)so%mtfp Lgx’ltb Yorkdwill have to be negotiated and approved by the Ontario
oStill, Arthurs is wiseé lean reputation anddrawing i the face. overnment and by York’s Senate and Board.
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Canadlaﬂb the Pentagon for research contracts b Yorkranked numberthree to dissolution), and in the third world (including India, China and several African states). A list

reported by f overall defence research, ¢ for a university with a: of its board of directors and advisory board no doubt includes some representatives of US firms

which do 8DI research, but these are outnumbered by far larger representation from other
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*The Institute forASpace'and Terrestrial Scignce (ISTS) is committed to any kind of ... non-governmental organization devoted to world cooperation in space” [the ISU, according to its
research that will help its member companies make a profit. That's the purpose of charter] “cannot be interlinked with any form of national political organization, political party or
ISTS, the reason whythe Ontario government has spentmillions to putthis “centre military project.” No departure from these principles has been alleged or observed, none is

< ¢ ; anticipated, nor would any be tolerated, so far as York is concerned.”
of excellence” on the York campus. Nobody at ISTS will deny that much of their
researchis military-funded —as aerospace contractor Peter Meuller says, “you 3. It s alleged that York’s Vice President, Stephen Fienberg, is the chosen instrument of the Board
justcan't separate the two so easily” — and, in light of the fact that a reported 75 of Governors to achieve this goal. Dr. Flenberg is alleged to have had “a major role” in turning

. e A Carnegie Mellon University into a major US defence contractor and in having the universi
to 80 per cent of NASA's work is military-related, the very term peaceful uses of “become home to the Software Education Institute (SEI)” which creates software fogr secret mumﬁ%

space” looks like an oxymoron. . projects. He 1s also alleged to have sald that SEI is an “ideal model” for York to follow.
Ry ! : False again. And willfully misleading.
Dr. Fienberg is a distinguished statisticlan, who served as Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences

at Carnegle Mellon, prior to Joining York, and returning to Toronto, of which he is a native. When
the plans were developed for SEI to come to Carnegle Mellon, he was on leave and away from the
campus. Subsequently, as Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences, he was responsible for a
collection of academic units which had nothing to do with SDI or similar research.

His contact with SEI was to serve as a member of an advisory panel for a research program which
was funded with SEI funds. This project related to software quality control, and was non-military,
scholarly, and open. Dr. Fienberg never sought and does not possess security clearance in the
United States.

He did not advocate SEI as an “Ideal Model” for York. He said that Carnegie Mellon had properly
addressed intellectual property and other financial and administrative concerns prior to entering

2 into an agreement with SEI, and that if York intended to bring outside research agenctes onto
R

S REERSS RIS i G o . campus, it would be well advised to do likewise.
'Sure, Fienbergthinks the 'mtellectualpropenyandotherﬁnancla andadministra- & 2
tive concerns” were “properly addressed” between Carnegie Mellon and SEI. & o Poeionberg's appointment as Vioe President 1s alleged to be “part of & push to have ISU brought
And here’s what Carnegie M 1l 3 o VA S to York,” and the presidential selection process is alleged to have been secret and gerrymandered
A gie Mellon got: a $103 million research institute which is i to ensure his selection as president for which he is alleged to be “definttely slated.”
effectively co-run by the Pentagon. The US Department of defence is allowed to
reserve a percentage of the Institute’s research projects and declare them False, and not only misleading but clearly malicious.

The ISU bid was conceived in 1990 and was being pursued by ISTS, not York. Stephen Fienberg
was selected by me as Vice President in the spring of 1991, on the recommendation of a search
committee which comprised a number of senior academics and another vice president. His
appolntment was subsequently approved by the Board of Governors, on my recommendation. The
; ; Board had never heard his name prior to my proposing it. Neither I nor they raised the issue of
the list of 8tar Wars or other military research since there was nothing in his resume (or in fact) to indicate
as removed from his involvement in such research, and the issue of ISU was not discussed with him by me, or so
wasn'tdue to a"Yf i far as I know, by anyone else.
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candidates aftert ies Arthurs throws around here — 1 . The presidential search process at York is conducted by a joint Board-Senate committee, according
f the conspiracy theories y d to rules which were agreed upon in 1984 by the two bodles. It 18 a very open process, much more
: :- berg’s policies and opinions. he is an efficient budget cutter af(\i afi 80 than that of almost any other Canadian university, and so much so tlll;srt ?wtbc;andldate; dvmh
; Fienbe : i inistrator, : . oard of’ other university affiliations have refused to allow their names to stand. Dr, Fien rg's candidacy
i A businesslike, bottt:_ms“g:;:e";n industry and the umvdersltY. x\(/)qsi:h%ieﬂbe'g -sofarasl knotgv; Tam not directly involved - was subject to the standard procedures used for other
t of closer tie ecutives,tendto agr candidates.
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’ Governorsmembe’s embers don't. That was a||'Excal{bUf gsidemforYork As As of this date, the outcome of the search is not known and according to most observers, is
© onthis— butfaculty 't';‘ Senate thatFienberg isn'tthe nc_:\htpr i1 open selection completely unpredictable.
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e new president These allegations are devoid of truth, or the semblance of truth. Whether they were circulated in
ignorance or in bad faith, their authors owe an apology to York University, to the ISU, and to
Stephen Flenberg. They will do the cause of Peace a great servioce if they show that they are honest

enough to provide that apology.
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