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Fortune and Men's Eyes director

Harvey Hart is glad to be back

By DAN JOHNSON
Noted film director Harvey Hart was at York last
week talking to film and theatre students about his
career, his unwilling departure from Canada, and the
film industry.

Hart is a talented Canadian who started with the
C.B.C. in 1951 but left for California in 1963 to find work
in an established film industry.

He was only called back to Canada in 1970 to rescue the
film Fortune and Men'’s Eyes.

Hart familiarized himself with the script on the plane
while on the way to Montreal from California. He saw
the footage shot by another director and refused to have
any of it in the picture. He met the cast, reviewed the
previously shot film and recast some minor roles. The
next morning the cameras were rolling again on Fortune
and Men’s Eyes.

Hart is glad to be back in Canada and he’s going to
stay. He and his wife decided that they wanted their
children to grow up in Canada. If he leaves again it will
be on a temporary basis to shoot a picture.

He received a warm response from the film and
theatre students. He did not want to talk about Mahoneys
Estate, a picture that he resigned from after completing
the shooting, as “it is very painful to talk about” and the
issue still has not been resolved. This was in sharp
contrast to his most recent film The Pyx, recently shot in
Montreal. “Not one inch of film was shot in a studio”,
proudly explained Hart. “It was very exciting making
the picture.”

The Pyx, produced and directed by Canadians, is
based on a book by a French Canadian, has a
predominantly Canadian cast and an entirely Canadian
crew. It is being edited and prepared for release here in
Toronto.

Hart remarked that the C.F.D.C. (Canadian Film
Development Corporation), backs safe pictures and
backs safer pictures all the time. This was disillusioning,
but informative for York’s aspiring film-makers.

Hart remarked that the quality of the film technicians
in Canada is “amazing”. He indicated that they were
extremely co-operative, willing to experiment and to
take chances. He cited the difficulties of shooting on
location and often without “‘studio”’ lighting as examples
of their courage and flexibility. “Hollywood cameramen
would simply tell you it couldn’t be done”’, he said.

Hart felt that a national cinema school, like the ones in
Sweden and Czechoslovakia, are valuable in training
competent filmakers. He believes that people should
make films in an environment where they can afford to
take chances and fail without doing mortal damage to
their “reputation’. “If you're not making films”, -aid
Hart, “you should be’’.

Bringing people like Hart to York should be en-
couraged and perhaps better publicized. It’s fortunate
that Hart is willing to come and speak to people who plan
to work in the industry as actors and filmakers. His
insights can help provide the vital link between the
university and what'’s actually happening in the in-
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Records

By GRANT CORBETT

Bob McBride; Butterfly Days (ST
6384) Bob McBride, is best known as
lead vocalist for Lighthouse. This,
McBride’s first solo album, lists
Lighthouse’s Ralph Cole, Paul
Hoffert, and Howard Shore as well
as arranger-composer-performers
Aarons and Ackley. All material on
this album is written by McBride
with two cuts co-written with Paul
Hoffert and Skip Prokop. The
material is well performed and
although a seeming derivative of the
Lighthouse style, it is much
mellower and easier going. The
strings play a great part in melody
lines and fine solo work on piano,
guitar, and flute also accent the
album. It is excellent.

Lighthouse; Sunny Days (GRT
9230 1021-T) This is somewhat
typical Lighthouse fare, but their
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musical concerns and emphasis
have noticeably changed. The in-
strumental band sound is now a
fuller rock sound. Several new
members have been added to the
group. It is a generally good album.

Moody Blues; Seventh Sojourn
(Threshold THS 7) The Moody Blues
can be appreciated for their diverse
talents. This album excells in
musical composition and excellent
instrumental verse. Their lyrics are
poetical and romantic, which
matches the overall musical style.
An excellent album if one takes the
time to appreciate it.
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