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Lovecroft's
Works ore fontosies of terror

The other two-thirds of the 
"Three Musketeers of Weird 
Tales", Robert E. Howard (of 
Conan fame), and Clark Ashton 
Smith, also campaigned to have 
their friend recognized for his 
vast contribution to the world of 
literature.

By Dram Eisenthol
Howard Phillips Lovecraft is a 

name as synonymous with writ
ings of the strange and macabre 
as that of Edgar Allen Poe.

Born on August 20, 1890, in 
Providence, Rhode Island, Love- 
craft spent most of his life in the 
New England area, which lends 
itself to the settings, both 
imaginary and real, of his 
stories.

As a boy, Lovecraft loved the 
dark He would sit in his room, 
by candle-light, and read or 
write stories In fact, at the age 
of seven he was found by his 
mother reading a copy of 
Welles' The Island of Dr. 
Moreau. She confiscated the 
book, not wishing her son to 
read such gruesome tales.

Little did she know that he 
would one day write stories 
which would make this, by 
comparison, not much more 
than a fairy tale. The seeds had 
taken root

Howard, instead of playing 
with other boys, would sit in his 
room and write. This passion for 
seclusion earned him the name 
"The Rhode Island Recluse," 
one which stayed with him until 
his death in 1937.

Lovecraft spent his profes
sional life as a writer for Weird 
Tales, the classic pulp maga
zine, and had very little of a 
following in his lifetime. It was 
only after his death that August 
Derleth, a writer of some 
distinction, (and Lovecraft's 
closest friend and collaborator) 
promoted his writing, and 
brought Lovecraft the acclaim 
he deserved.

Ttïe above compose the ori
ginal Great Old Ones, but Love
craft later added other dieties, 
lower in rank, such as Hypnos, 
god of sleep, and Dagon, god of 
the deep. A good knowledge of 
the Mythos is paramount to 
appreciation of Lovecraft's 
works.

One extremely interesting as
pect of his tales are the 
seemingly true origins of the 
fictional books mentioned. Pri
mary among these is the ancient 
Necronomicon, written in AD 
700 by the mad Arab Abdul 
Alhazred This book supposedly 
tells of beings living in man's 
pre-history, and those reading it 
risk going mad themselves.

In his tales, Lovecraft's char
acters involved with this text of 
titilating terror end up splatter
ed in other millenia, or worse.

It's difficult for a fan to 
choose what he feels are the 
elite of Lovecraft tales. There 
are many excellent pieces, but 
two particular stories are recom
mended for the layman who 
wishes to taste suberb wine in 
words.

One is the novelette At the 
Mountains of Madness, which is 
probably Lovecraft's most fright
ening piece. The story is the nar
rative of the lone survivor of the 
expedition from Miskatonic Uni
versity to the plateau of
icy Leng, the ancestral home of 
the Great Old Ones. Such places 
are nervously hinted at in the
Necronomicon, but the expedi
tion discovers first hand what 
others went insane merely read
ing about. You, too, may never 
fully recover, so be forewarned!

black magic, lost their foothold 
and were expelled, yet live on 
outside, ever ready to take pos
session of this Earth again."

This particular novel contains 
short stories by many known 
writers, including the afore
mentioned Derleth, Howard, 
and Smith, but it is Lovecraft's 
The Call of Cthulhu, written in 
1928, which caused others to 
name his writings the "Cthulhu 
Mythos". The basic principles of 
this mythos are such; in space 
and time, there exist forces of 
good and evil.

There are the Elder Gods, 
nameless save Nodens, Lord of 
The Great Abyss. These gods are 
benign entities, representing the 
forces of good, and rarely inter
vening in worldly affairs. They 
exist somewhere near Betel- 
geuze in the constellation
Orion.

Then, there are the Great Old 
Ones, or Ancient Ones, the 
Elders' evil counterparts. Su

The other is a pieci of ghost 
writing (how apt) which was 
completed in 1924 for Harry 
Houdini, the escape artist whom 
McGill did in. It is entitled 
Imprisoned with the Pharoahs, 
and can be found in The Doom 
That Came to Sarnath, and'other 
stories.

The story is- unique in the 
Lovecraft canon, in that it is a 
combination of’ romance, ad
venture, and shuddering horror. 
It also displays Lovecraft's fond
ness for antiquity. The tale is 
that of Houdini, and a trip taken 
to Egypt. He encounters love, 
and sinister occurrences. Then, 
in several of the more fright- 
filled pages ever written, he 
finds himself wandering aim
lessly through the chambers, 
beneath the Temple of the 
Sphinx.

Lovecraft parties and séances 
have also been held on the 
anniversaries of his death. On 
the night of March 20, 1970, a 
trio of professors from the 
Rhode Island School of Design 
held a "lurk-in", which over 150 
persons attended.

Which brings to mind one 
timeless warning should some
one, somewhere hold similar 
ideas; "Never invite him that 
lurks at the threshold!"

It would be foolish, indeed, ,
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Howard Phillips Lovecraft 
A good informative beginning to 
your education would be Tales 
of the Cthulhu Mythos, put out 
in two volumes by Ballantine 
Books.

Cthulhu is the greatest Love
craft creation, the cyclopean 
entity residing in sunken R'lyeh, 
and originating from beyond 
time and space.

From his threshold, Cthulhu is 
very anxious, as wrote Love
craft, "All my stories, uncon
nected as they may be, are 
based on the fundamental lore 
or legend that this world was 
inhabited at one time by 
another race, who, in practising

preme among them is Azath- 
roth, an "amorphous blight of 
nethermost confusion which 
blasphemes and bubbles at the 
center of all infinity", to des
cribe him graphically. Yog-Soth- 
oth shares Azathoths dominion, 
and both are not subject to the 
laws of time and space.

Those who answer to them 
are infamous Cthulhu, the mes
senger Nyarlathotep, Hastur the 
Unspeakable; half-brother to 
Cthulhu (would you believe 
half-thingG and Shub-Niggur- 
ath, "the black goat of the 
woods with a thousand young
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GABE KAPLAN’S HAVING A BALL!
AAzLT" A His dream team’s got a preacher, 

a jailbird, a pool shark, ajnuscleman.
And the best guy 

on the team 
is a girl.
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OLE. Real Mexican Tequila. No bull!
^ COLUMBIA PICTURES
A STEPHEN FRIEDMAN / KINGS ROAD

Promotional Représentaii\cs—Schcnlcv C anada Inc. PRESENTS

PRODUCTION

The Gazette is trying to Change its 
constitution
•to se; up a publishing board
•control its finances
•gain editorial autonomy from council

GABRIEL KAPLAN FAST BREAK
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER EXECUTIVE PRODUCER SCREENPLAY by

JACK GR0SSBERG - GERALD FRANKEL-SAND0R STERN
STORY BY D'P£CtE0By PRODUCED BY

MARC KAPLAN - JACK SMIGHT ■ STEPHEN FRIEDMAN 
music by DAVID SHIRE and JAMES Di PASQUALE 0%
[ ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK ON MOTOWN RECORDS AND TAPES]

| READ THE BALLANTINE PAPERBACK |

PC susasriD <*» Cofavfcfe1 Picture*This can only mean a better Gazette as elected 
at large students will be on the Board. Check 
out our package for a real students paper.
Constitution committee meeting tonight at 
8:00 in the Council Chambers, 2nd floor SUB

<i-> '9/9 Columbia Pictures industries ini

CHECK YOUR NEWSPAPER FOR A THEATRE NEAR YOU.


