Amoco under fire

Stink doesn’t suit professor

by Shauna Peets :

Jeremy Williams is upset, and so
are thousands of others, but Williams
is doing something about it.

The U of A law professor, along
with sixteen students, filed a civil law
suit against Amoco 'requesting
damages for injuries suffered” as a
result of the Amoco well blow-out
twelve miles northwest of Lodgepole.

The poisonous hydrogen sulfide
fumes emitted from the well are not
considered dangerous, however, there
have been no studies to determine
whether or not prolonged exposure to
the low concentrate H>S fumes are
harmful. Williams believes he has
evidence that proves prolonged ex-
posure to the fumes has caused injury.

According to the Faculty of
Agriculture’s 1976 research bulletin,
Manure Gases In The Animal En-
vironment, "among the sub-acute and
chronic effects of exposure to H2S,
eye irritation or ‘gas eye’ is the most
common.” v

The manual goes on to say that,
“in man, the eyes may itch, smart and

concentrations, all of the mucous
membranes of the respiratory tract
are irritated causing hoarseness,
cough and nasal secretion.”

The plaintiff's claim includes
general damages of $50,000 and
punitive damages of $1,000,000.
Williams will act as attorney and
believes Amoco is going to fight
“tooth and nail”. Amoco’s Manager of
Public and Government Arrairs, Pat
O’Connell, has no public statement,
only "We're working on a statement
of defense.” According to Williams, it
is likely that Amoco, before the
hearing date, will ask the court to
dismiss the suit as being “frivolous
and vexacious.”

It is possible that more plaintiffs
may be included in Williams' class
action suit, or file their own. If more
suits are filed, Williams will not be
surprised. He has already received
about 150 ‘calls from concerned
citizens.

Since November 1st, whén the
suit was filed, Williams has received
both criticism and support. Certain

Eerhaps even unavoidable, however,
e maintains that the gas companies
should take every measure to ensure
the health and safety of the public. In
this respect Williams believes that
Amoco ‘was not doing its best.”

Williams is also disappointed
and surprised that the government
‘has not taken a more responsible
position. According to Williams there
is a crrovision under the Provincial
Board of Health which allows the
government to take action in capping
the well. The government could hire
wild well cappers and hand the bill to
Amoco. Williams has reservations
about former Amoco well-capper Joe-
Bob Bowden's competence. = "Why
should it take this long?”

The effectiveness of new well
cappers, Boots and Coots will not be
known for at least a month. In the
meantime Northern Albertans won't
have to put up with the smell of
hydrogen sulfide. As long as FiS
burns, there is no odor. This does not
mean that the atmosphere’ is safe.
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Williams is well aware that gas
well blow-outs may be unforseen and

The outcome of the suit will not
be known for more than a year. The
plaintiffs in the case, represented by
Williams, have decided to give their
sttelment to charity if they win.
Weilliams says, "It's not so much the
money, as people just want to put a
stop to it.”
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Ready
for the challenge?

You may already qualify

for a commission in
Canada’s Armed Forces.

Canadian men and women, this is no ordinary opportunity. With
us, you can put your university degree or technical diploma to
work in ways you hadn’t thought possible. In return, you'll be
. called upon to show responsibility, leadership and dedication.

Discover what makes life in the military unique. Travel. Adventure.
Comradeship. Professional salaries and benefits. And best of
all, awhole new world of ways to explore your career as a soldier,
sailor or airman. We have exciting openings in fields as diverse
as the range of post-secondary backgrounds.

With a degree, plus the desire to take on the duties of an officer,
you're set to apply for the Direct Entry Officer (DEO) plan.

Challenge yourself. Ask your Armed Forces counsellor about
direct entry as an officer today! See the Yellow Pages under
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RON RAULT
BAND

(rhythm and blues)

Appearing this weekend
in Room at the Top
7th floor, SUB

December 9, 10, 11

$2.00 cover - students
$5.00 cover - non-students
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CommandsgOttesr |
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- THE CANADIAN
ARMED FORCES
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Edmonton QOilers vs. L.A. Kings

Saturday, December 11; 6:00 p.m.
Los Angeles Kings vs. Winnipeg Jets
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