
Living in the 2Oth century

A new ki*ndof sehool
by Gary Gee

Modern education should
focus on the special needs of each
child - and the job of teachers is
to help children to adapt to the
2th century.

So said Alan Howard, a
teacher of 24 years, in the first> of
two lectures he delivered last
Friday and Saturday titled,
Education in a Waldof School.

Waldorf schools want to
instili a realization of their social
responsibility as contributing
members to society in their
students, says Howard.

"We want students to know
the social, political, and the
human nature of the world."

And Don Cruse, a member
of the Waldorf School Associa-
tion, says there is an appropriate
time to introduce subjects to
chîldren in order to get an
immediate response from them.

Cruse says, -it is a mistake
to force anything abstract or
intellectual on the child until he
is ready for it." In Waldorf
Schools, a child does not learn to
read untîl he is seven years old.

"Reading mùst be ap-
proached the way man first
learned to read - by com-

Smunication with pictures.
Otherwise, the child will gradual-
ly lose .his natural ability to
learn," say both Howard and
Cruse.

Waldorf schools also ap-
proach other subjects in novel
ways. Cruse offered an example
of a typical learning situation in a
Waldorf School. Children study-
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ing histpry will Iearn how to
harvest wýheat the way people did
in the Middle Ages. In Grade 3,
the chîldren plant the wheat and
in Grade 4 they grind it and make
their own bread.

The key to a Waldorf
school, says Cruse, "is that the
children like what they do and
not do what they like."

Children are flot grouped
according to their ability and
they are encouraged to help each
other. Nor are they held back or
accelerated through the system
which meanis exams play a lesser
role in the overaîl education of
the child.

"Unless we can awaken
wonder and love, then your
education has failed," Howard

concluded.
Four years ago, the Waldorf

School Association was formed
in Edmonton by a group of 40
people which included parents,
teachers and professional people
interested in the Waldorf
philosophy of education.

Their efforts have
culminated in the establishmnent
of the first Waldorf school in
Edmonton at Parkallen School.
It is the first Waldorf school to be
incorporated into a public
school system in the English-
speaking world and includes
kindergarten childreri and grades
1 and 2. However, Cruse hopes it
will soon incorporate older
children as well.

Protest,- from page 1
Schmid replied that it was the The Canadian House of
federal government's respon- Commons passed a unanimnous
sibility to make any statemnents resolution protesting the arrest
about the trial of dissidents. of the dissidents Monday.
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Duties:
1. Assists faculty associations and departmentai clubs
2. Develàps academic poiicy proposais
3. Assists the Vice-President (Acadernic)
4. Works on issues such as Student Instructor
evaluation, student representation, etc.

Reports to Vice-President (Academic) and the Ex-,
ecutive Committee

Length of Appointment: ta 31 March 1980

Honorarium: $100 per month

For applications and/or information, contact Dean
Oîmstead, President, 259 Students' Union Building,-
phone 432-4236.
Application Deadiine: Wed. Oct. 31, 4 PM


