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LO..SAXONiSM AT ALBANY

IRE Anglo-Saxon confederacy idea seems just now to be getting
a large boost-at Albany, N.Y. President Taft, Banl Grey
and Hon. Mr. Fielding seem to ýbe the chief figures in ex-
pounding tlie dominant idea, which arose flot from the flag

from the tariff. Two of the most eloquent speeches in favour of
io-Saxonism were delivered at the luncheon of the University
) at Albany on Saturday, March i9th. Banl Grey, who has said
reat many wise and statesmanlike things in Canada since lie
Une Governor-General, went himself decidedly one better in
Iny. He said, for instance, quoting from the "Stein Song"-
itous augury !-
"It's always fair weather when good fellows get together";
.ng in true diplomatic fashion: "So long as the Stars and Stripes
the Union jack get together, then it is always
W,,eather."
President Taft replied. He is less of an orator
bluff Earl Grey, trained in the English school:

lie spoke with patches of American vernacular;
he got as near saying the thing lie wanted to say
e could and still be President Taft theoretically
essed of the "big stick" in this tariff controversy
:h lias been threatening, to erect "Haman's gai-

"in tlie sliape of boosted tariffs alotag tlie
Idian-United States frontier. He said: "With'
2 thousand miles of border between us we must
Y to avoid confiict, trade or otlierwise; and we
ýbe as close friends as possible for the mutual

fit of botli."
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1. No doubt, Hon. Mr. Fielding led in the
[se. The Canadian Minister of Finance was the
one of the trio, Hie let the other two sing the
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going back on tliat. At Albany he drew the full bow and double-
stopped in tliree-part liarmony on the big international fiddle. Cana-
dians like to hear a Governor talk tliat way. This is an age of inter-
national talk. Tlie United States impers-onated in President Taf t liked
to hear him talk that way. It was tlie speech of an Imperia]
Englisliman.

GOOD-HUMOURED "BIG BILL" TAFT

A NYWAY, President Taft took no exception to a word said by the£Governor-General. He is a much more pleasant entente-
cordial eist than ex-President Roosevelt. Over in Canada we

extremely like tliis big, good-natured President wlio endorsed most
of BarI Grey's speecli-in a more or less guarded way, because tariffs
are tlie special business of Presidents over there, just as tliey are of
Finance Ministers in Canada.

Mr. Taft lias every reason to think well of Canada. When lie
came into office Canada was buying from the United States a couple
of liundred million dollars' wortli of goods in a year. That is no
negligible item in the programme of a President. Blood may be
thicker than water; but in the case of Canada and the United States
a good decal of the real blood goes through tariff arteries. We may

have our picayune differences over warsliips on the
lakes; and we may do a deal of tlieorising about tlie
ultimate boundaries between tlie Yukon and Alaska;
but when it -comes to tlie problem of f.o.b. across the
border we're a good deal of one people, eacli willing
to sell the other as muci as possible tliat the other
wants more tlian lie does. President Taft knows quite
as well as eitlier Mr. Goldwin Smith or Earl Grey that
nature *and history neyer conspired to liave each of
tliese countries supply precisely wliat the other wants
in tlie shape of raw material or in goods unmanufac-
tura:ble by tliemselves.

The speeches of these two men ouglit to go a long
way towards settling the dispute. In the matter of
oratory we believe that BarI Grey's was t¶he better
speech, lIn what was left out-we must give tlie palm
to President Taft. It may be a long while before two
sucli men orate on so practical a question of inter-
national politics again; and on wliat other continent
could you find two supreme chiefs so agreeable andnt raft, convivial as tliese two-President Taft and Earl

whlc at Uat haeGrey? Now if Theodore Roosevelt comes back and
Albany. starts in to make trouble, we shaîl naturally trot out

our biggest trump card in in-
ternational oratory, Sir Wil-
frid Laurier. Tha:t will be an
even more momentous episode
thanthe Taft-Grey golf game
next summer.

*S
THE SHAMROCK ANDTHTE

H ERE follows a letter from
a gentleman who objectýs
to lis brother being cail-

ed Scotch wlien he is Irish. A
few years ago the writer of
this page fell into the bad
graces of a clergyman by writ-
ing him up as a big Irisînian
-when lie was nothing but an
overgrown Scotchman of the
Scotchest kind.

1"Tliorold, Mar. i5, 'ia.
"Editor 'Canadian Courier:

"Dear Sir,-In your late
issue I find that in 'Another
from Bruce,' Chief Justice
Mathers is dubbed a Scotch-
Canadian. We freely accord
to the Scotch people in Bruce

flJou, W. S. Fielding as eisewhere aIl that is their
Nver mlesin pblir-except wben lie is ravetling due but ta, caîl the Justice a

outthe coinp ications of abewildering *,rarift Scotdh-Canadian is ta make a
mistake, He is an Irish-Canadian and deservedly proud of lis lineage
as are all lis brothers. The Mathers family crest is recorded in the
Registry Office in Dublin and is a bared arm issuing ont of a cloud
with an arrow in the clinched hand-the heraldric significance of
whîdh is Fortiter et Celeriter. The namne is Irishi and they who bear it
are glad ta know that it is borne without a stain in the three pro-

Svinces of Manitoba, Ontario and British Columbia.
"F. M. MA\-,THERS, B.D., Thiorold."

This correction is cheerful 7 made. No man should be called a
Scotchman unless he is one. lIt's bad enough to 'be a Scotchman-let
ahane an Irishman. Now if some one will write the history of the
Irish in Bruce County it will furnish a chapter of incongruities warth
binding in one volume with the Scotch fromn Tipperary and the Lap-
handers from Timhuctoo. We are ail faiiiar with the Irishman from
Ulster-wlio is really a transplanted Scotchmnan. We are also
acquainted with several vanieties of Scotch who go ta Scotch pienies.


