
CANADIAN COURIER.

TOO BUSY- TO LIVE WELLISER that Lord Northcliffe bas been telling the
British people that they make the best goods
in the world in their "littie British worksbop";
but that thçy do flot know how to advertise

them. He aiso metioned that' they, are' pushed
less vigorously and packed less attractively, and
he niight have added that tbey are adapted to local
requirements witb less skiil than those of their
rivais. The tBriton goes on the theory that, if lie
makes the best article of its sort possible, it wiil
eventuaily win its way. Well, it won't. It might
if thle world were a lot smaller, and people were a
lot less busy, and life were a lot longer. But, as
the world is constituted, the most of us go through
hf e as if wie were living on the "lunch-countfer"
system. We are engaged in a persistent, consistent,
incessant rush after money, and the "fun" that
money wiil buy; and we only drop in for a breath-
less moment or two at some "lunch counter" sort
of a place to get anything in the way of food or
clothing or housing or education or wbatever we
niay need to keep us goîng.

WEgive precious littie cor.sideration to our
choice of the necessities of life- we put ail

aur time on the prizes and the luxuries. T bat is-
why advertising is mucb the most profitable part
of the production of any article. Tbat is wby a
sbop-window on the '<front street" can pay so enor-
mous a rentai. There are, in a city I am well
acquainted with, two or tbree short sections of
main streets wbere the rents have become fabulous
of iate-yet by no means prohibitive. The mer-
chants continue to pay tbem. Tbey do so because
they can better afford to pay ten thousand a year
on a side-walk, up and down which promenade ail
the people, than one thousand a year just a sbort
block off that crowded thoroughfare. And this
single fact is-to my mind-one of tbe most
iliuminating comments upon modern life that 1
know. We wiil not take time to chase a weil-
known and thorougbly good sbop one block. We
wiIl ratber drop in on some unknown and untried
estabiishment whicb we find just at our elbow. The
aniy shops which can venture to leave the Great
White Way are those whicb do practically notbing
but a "telephone business."

V/E no longer insist on buying the best-ali we
insist on is paying tbe highest price. We

seem to reason that, if we pay the higbest price,
then we have done our share; if the goods suppiied
us for tbat highest price are not the best, that is
nat our fault or our bumiliation-tbat is the fault
of the firse which supplied themn. Let it bear the
sharne! It is a funny, topsy-turvy way of iooking
at the business of buyinz; but it is very truly tbe

resuits ta ProvidencelI-or, raiber, to improvidence.

T HIS is what niakes advertising pay s el

wind'owý of a store right up to your reading-tabie
of an evening, and getting you to glance'into it as
you are looking for thesporting news. Or, if you
are a lady, it had better be put next the social gossip.
It is very easy-it gently suggests ta you that you
need a bat or a suit or a pair of shoes or something
or otber, and tells you where to get it on your way
down-town in the morning. We do our shopping, on
street-car "transfers." TPhis gives a shop at a
"transfer corner" a decided advantage. We asic
for the thing, we have seen advertised; for we are
familiar with its namne. If it turns out to be bad
or iil-fitted ta us, why, we have a sufficient de-
fence. We look at it in a deprecating manner, and

EFOR Mr.Rockefeller departed in bis
limousine,, he distributed new Lincoln

h pennies ta children who attended tbe
service. With a smilé lie told themn ta

put the coins in the savings bank. The children
thanked him and nodded assent." This is fromn
one of tbe press despatches in whicb the doings of
tbe ?txerican royal family are frequently reported
to tbe world at large. A comment on Mr. Rocke-
felier's reckiess extravagance in thus givinig away

AFTER THE NEW YORK MAYORALTY FIGHT.,
Murphy of Tammany (ta the Ghast of Twed)-"Did yau

ask what they werç 'going ta do about it,' Boss?"

bis wealtb migbt be made as a warning agafnst
prodigality, but I Ptbink the mast significanit tbing
in tbe paragraph is that smile whicb accompanied

remark casually to our friend-,Well, I bought it
for a So-and-So, and you know you can't do better
than that." And the funnypart of it is that that
explanaction satisfies. We bad rather look badly
in a t'hing by a good maker than look well in one
bought cheaply from an unknown house.

S 0 "dear Old England" might as weil make up
li' er mind that it will no longer do to merely

deliver the goods She must advertise tbem as
well as the Arnericans do, and adapt thetu to local
fancies as perfectly as the Germans do, and "comn-
mercial traveller" them as well as both. "The good
alone survive" bas become inspired "tommy-rot."
If you are going ta put an article on the market, it
is better to put twenty cents into the article, and
twenty-five cents into the box and fifty cents into
advertising it, than to bury your whole dollar in
the éreation of a superfine -praduct. Now, this is
flot a "knock" for the advertising department; it is
a "boost." The advertising man could do worse
than send copies of these remarks to ,very firm
hie proposes to canvass. Human nature being what
it is-and it mnost empbatically is-they simply
muist advertise. And human nature is not going
ta, change in our time-exccpt for the worse.

THE MONOLE MAN.

is somne good ground for any vanity Dr. Hughes
may now possess; he has turned dut a fine boy edu-
cationally. But wby does be make no commnent on
tbe incompetency of. bis aunts as judges of in-
fantile ýbeauty?

Hon. Dr. Montague, I observe, has broken into,
public if e again after being a "long-iost che-ld."
He bas just been given a portfolio in tbe Manitoba
Government. The doctor is not really an aged
mani, but it certainly seems a f ar-away day whený
as a candidate in Haldimand be put over tbat clever
trick on the newly enfranchised Indians of the re-
serve-issuing a circular ostensibiy signed by Queen
Victoria and advising lier faitbfui red. cbildren to
vote for ber dear friend, Dr. Montague. That was
surely playing a royal flush.

.Professor ýStephen Leacock bas been lecturing
in Montreal on tbe "Cause of Higb Living." From
a summiary of bis reniarks we gather that living
is inordinately high because f ood, ciothing and
shelter happen -ta be unusualiy expensive. The
Professar is undoubtedly on the riglit track-I
forgot to mention that lie was speaking in his
capacity of incumbent of the Chair of Politicai
Economy at McGill. When' it camne ta suggesting
a remedy for the trouble, Dr. Leacock seems ta
have made a quick change into bis other capacity,
that of popular Canadian humourist, for bie pro-,
posed that the thing to do was ta appoint a coin--
mittee of investigation.

0Of course Our feilow-citizens who bave been
crowding tbe tbeatre to see and hear Mrs. Evelyn
Nesbit Thaw bave been actuated soleiy by a dis-
criminating taste for stage-dancing and a desire

Quo Vadis?

ta encourage the deveIapment of that dainty art.
The fact tlhat tbe lady's namre was mixed up in a
natoriaus and1 unpieasant murder trial is something
tbat may or znay not have been know-i ta these
eamnest devatees of art for art's sake, but I don't
suppose it could have liad any, bearing on their
desire ta sec the performance.'

Oc cas ional it ies
By J. W. BENGOUGH


