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strong sense of responsibility for the use of bis
power; apublic man witb definite policies and pria'-
ciples. Gouinu does flot merely iollow the lunes of
least resistance, nor does bie yield atomatically in
the direction of the strongest pressure. He bimself
constitutes a force in the Legislature-by far its
greatest force. He sits-as I used to see Sir John
Macdonald si 't-lu judgmeut on private bis, and re-
fuses to permît proposais to pass which, in bis opink-
ion, wo ,uld eitber be bad for the Province or open
the patb te bad future policies.

IA M aware that tbis sounds like extravagant lauda
tion-like the praise of imaglned perfection. But

it is tbis active leadership aud vigilant censorsbip
of bis which bas won for hlm tbe practically unani-
mous confidence of bis people; aud the Gouin vic-
tories cannot be uuderstood wltbout taking It intc
accouat. He bas succeeded lu unltlng tbe two great.
est forces in Quebec-tbe bero-worsbip of the Frenclh
people, won for bim by tbe Laurier alliance'; andthc
commercial interests of tbe Province, won for bini
by bis owu commercial sauity and sagacity. His
fatber-in-law, Mercier, had the former but flot thE
latter. Laurier bas neyer really bad the latter-
tbougb be may have looked a littie lîke it in thE
days wbeu bis retention of power was a foregonE
conclusion. But Goulu bas it; so there is no0 firn.
footbold on whicb to construct an opposition te hlm
A demagogue migbt beat bim-but bardly "a saft
and sane" business oppouent.

1AM moved to put tÉese facts before my fellow
Englisb Canadians because 1 feel that it woulc

be a iscblevous thlng if 'the Impression were to gel
abroad that tbe sweep to Gouin was a sort uf cbal
lenge by Quebec to Engllsb Canada on tbe languag*
question. It was absolutely nothlng of the sort. 1.
Frencb Quebec bad been minded to rua its electior
on the language question, it would bave chosen i
more aggresslve and outspoken cbampion than thý
Frencb-speaklng "Johnny Bull." French Canada ii
wounded to the beart over the language question
But it is stîli lu the attituae of Sir Wilfrid Laurier'
speecbi-it la only appealing to the, British justicq
and the sense of fair play of English Canada.

THE MONOCLE MAN.


