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We are told by Le Gres Faits, St.

competent authori-
ties that the de- -

struction of the
spruce forests of the
United States, east
of the Rockies, is
nearing completion.
Fifteen years more
ai the present rate
of consumption will
sec the end of their
standing sprucean
balsam.

This is the mosit
s le r i oi u s, because
spruce andI balsamn
are the only really
suitable woods for
the manufacture of
newsprint and sut-
phite paper. Pine,
of which there is
a fair Young crop
growing up again by natural reforestation,
both in the United States andI Canada, is
suitable as a putp only in the manufac-
ture of kraft paper.

If such is the condition of the Unitedi
State' forests, what about the forests of
Canada? At the present rate of spruce
and balsain consumption for pulp paper
andi lumber in Canada, plus the fire and
insect damages andI increasing demande,
ous forests can iast about fifty years.

The. Tral of Fire.
Fsom a negligible production in 1900,

the pulp papes and pulpwood consumption
andI experts of Canada have sisen to the
equivalent of oves three million corde
(spruce andI balsam). Add te this the
equivalent of four million corde (spsuce
and balsam) that goes int lumber, plus
fise andi other losses, and we finci (bear-
ing ini minci aise the increasing demand)
that a consumption cf ten million corde
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per year is in sight. Now our forest cap
tal of available spruce and balsam i
Canada scarcely exceeds five hundreImillion cords. In the past we have loi
more by fire than we have cut. OCver 7
per cent of the present forest area(
Canada bas been burnt over at least on£
in the past two hundred years. We kno'
what bas happened in the United State
and we know that when the destruction hi

Ibeen completed there, a further heavy ta
must fait on Canadian forests; we ah
know that the world consumption of papi
is increasing every year. We know a Il
of things, but democratic like, what
everybody 1s business we regard as ni
body's business.

The first necessity in forest conserv;
tion is obviously protection from fire, as
for this-thanks to the untiring enerý
and dogged persistence of Ellwood Wilso
of the Laurentide Company,--Queb<

Province at leasi
now organizeci fi
fire prevention ar
fire-fighting 1o0 i
point of having th,
far saved the cou,
try scores of miliiol
of dollars that wou1

otherwise have gor
up in smoke.

What Quebec Pn
vince is doing for fil
protection the rest(
the country can d
What Europe bas a,
too laie, awakenedl1
do in scientiflc fo
esiry, we can sta
before it is too laI
True, our probici'

Lduffer in many ri
specîs. but îhey ce
be solved. We mi,
stop eaiiig up tIi

Anderson Lake In the Coast Mountains of Brttlah Columbia.


