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Stop the Fires or Lose Our Game!
B»l Maxwell Graham

Director of Park Aplimals, Dominion Parks Branch

"If weare to preserve our fur
bearers, we must preserve

le-Our foresis" 3
-In taking stock of our national re-

sources and considecring ways and
Ineans for their conservation, it should
Ilot be overlooked that an important part
of the national assets consist of our în-
sectivorous and game birds, our spien-'
dîid game animais, and our native fur
bearers"i

Thus stated Doctor C. Hart Merriam,
former Chief of. the United States Blo-
k>gicai, Survey.-

1f the above is truc in regard to the
'United States, it applies with even
greater force to Canada. Because, as
a nation a greater percentage of Our
Population follow farming and fruit
grow)Ning; fuirthier, our timiber industry is

aioof grete(r relajtive riportance than
I'5 that of the U'nitedl States.

It mlay be assIumed thiat the settled
opiýnion -of ail elfor persons fis
tha1t the game. inj ils lirnite(d senise. both

birds and niammals, f a counttry, has a
fufodvaluec to 11ts i>eople, viz:

,I Tl'le valuie of brsgm m
tIi-yil(.to ai, i epe a net

ent ami weed-see (lest rvrtu
assstig or egetabic and1( othier crop

producers and preserving our fast di-
minishing forests.

(b) The value of game quadrupeds
certain birds, and fish, as food assets.

(c) The value of ail game as 'an in-
centive and inducement to an out-door
life whereby man inay recuperate his
powers and renew his'health.

(d) The value of game in an econoinic
and financial way to a country because
of the tourises and sportsmen's travel
attracted ýthereby.

Many varietiesof game animaIs and
game birds, and practicaily ail of our
fur-bearers, are products of, our for-
ests.

Among big game, Moose and Wood-
land Caribou are essentially products of
our forests.

Tt is in forested areas. in the more
northerly districts, that the densest and
finest of our furs; are to be fouind. Rut
the ever expaninlg area of humnan
set.tiements huave caused manyv districts,
formieriy thie hiatnts of fur-bearers to
fie nlow elntirely dlenud(edl of them. The
cleaiiiwav 'of thie foreSts and the
grazinig of niatural ovrs bv dlom1estic
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