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expedient to retain them longer. A corps of Ca-
nadian voltigeurs, under the command of Major
De Salaberry, of the 60th regiment, consisting of
between 300 and 400 men, had likewise been
raised and disciplined; and 400 recruits for the
Glengarry Fencibles, had, before the 1st June,
been assembled at Three Rivers, in Lower Ca-
nada. The advantages arising from thus em-
bodying the militia prior to the war, were
incalculable, and it may be confidently asserted,
materially contributed to the preservation of
the Canadas. ‘

The American Government, deceived by the
erroneous information which they had received
respecting the disaffection of the Canadian po-
pulation to Great Britain, had calculated upon
meeting with considerable support from the
people in their invasion of the Province. They
had been told, and they believed, that the militia
would not serve, or, if embodied, would be
worse than useless. The embodying, arming,
and training of 2,000 of the most active portion
of the population, for several weeks before
the war was declared, was a severe disappoint-
ment to the American Government; and -was
one of the causes of that determined resistance,
which they afterwards experienced in every at-
tempt to penetrate into that Province. This
militia force also enabled the Commander of the
forces to detach a larger portion of the regular



