
68 FEM!ALE EMIGRANT S GIUDE.

When these nurslings are well up in six or eight ieaves. weed them
carefully by band, or with an old knife. The pips should be sown inl
drills, a foot apart ; the seeds six or eight inches apart ; but as ground
is no object. and e young trees will be twice as strong and straight
with room allowed to grow in, I would rather weed them out so that
each sapling stood eighteen inches apart each way ; you mav plant
out those you remove, and they will be .none the worse for the re-
setting.

By the third year these young trecs may be grafted, or else they
may be removed to the situation in the garden or orchard they are
meant to occupy ; and after this removal good well-formed branches
may be encouraged, but spurs and sprouts are better kept from filling
up the middle of the -tree. Seedlings thus managed, and the roots
kept well worked about at the surface with the hoe, will stand a fair
chance of becoming a valuable orchard. You will be surprised at
the rapid advance of these trees in a few years time. A scattering of
wood-ashes on the ground, or a little manure, well worked in with
the hoe in the Fall, will do great things for your plantation. Many
persons grow young nurseries for the sake of grafting on the young
vigorous stocle. In Canada root grafting is very much practiced.

My female readers will say, these directions are al very well, but
this is men's work; we women have nothing to do with nurseries, ex-
cept in the house ; but let me now say a few words on this head.

In Canada where the heavy labour of felling trees and cultivating
the ground falls to the lot ofthe men, who have for some years enough
to do to clear ground to support the family and raise means towards
paying instalments on the land, little leisure is left for the garden and
orchard : the consequence is that these most necessary appendages to
a farm-house are either totally neglected or left to the management of
women and children. That there is a miserable want of foresight in
this, there eau be no doubt, for the garden when well cultivated pro-
duces as large an amount of valuable crop as any part of the farm.-
In any of the towns in the Fall or in Winter, a head of good cabbage
will fetch 3d or 4d., onions a dollar a bushel, carrots from 3s. to 4s.
a bushel, and other vegetables in like manner ; ênd as food for the
household consumption, they cannot be too highly valued, even for
the sake of preserving the health. Nevertheless if the men will not
devote a portion of time to the cultivation of the garden, and orchard,
the women must, or else forego all the comfort that they would other-
wise enjoy.

After all, when the enclosure is made, and the ground levelled and
laid out in walks, and plots, the sowing of the seeds,.and keeping the
crops weeded and hoed, is not so very heavy a task : with the aid of
the children and occasional help of one of the elder boys, a good piece
of garden may be cultivated. The tending of a nursery of young


