10

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

Avausr 26

its usurpal of power: even then, why ery
out against our countrymen who saved that
thousand from being a thousand more ? Yot
we find Isconkno in his famous letter toGov-
ernor Gonez (the Governor of Nuevo Leon)
mixing up America with France as if we were
common eneinies 10 Mexico and partners in
her spoliation. ‘The lateslaughters, hesays,
‘will satisfy the Europeans, and the Yan.
kees, too, that to trifle with Mexico is death
by the * law.'”

“Iow to account for such a sentiment to
ward the United States we hardly know, un.
less it be on that cynical theory that ¢ one
who does a favor can  forgive the receiver,
but the recciver can never forgive the
doer.! Mexico feels (oo sorely her Iate de.
pendence on us not to he chagrined a little
now, butitis an ungenecrous feeling, and
ought to bo exchanged for the becoming
spirit in which the weaker nation uccepts
the protection of its stronger neighbor
againstoppression  Theories apart, the facts
2o to show that our countrymen in Mexico
are in danger of being proseribed; and
should Escosevo or Diaz  be clected—a con-
tingeney not impossible—their property and
their lives might be suddenely snatched from
them.”

———

Rtire Matcn.—A rifle match came ofl’ on
Saturday afternoon last, bhetween five ofii-
cerg, five non.commissioned officers and five
gunners of the Ottawa Brigade of Garrison
Artillery, and the same number of officers,
non-commissioned officers and men of the
Civil Sarvice Rifle Regiment, particulars of
which we are reluctantly obliged to hold
over until nextweek, owing to their non.ar-
rival at the hour of our going to piress. The
ranges were 200 and 300 yards, five shots
at each, and the regulations those which
usually governrifle matches.  Of course the
Civil Service Rifles will have an immenso
advantage over the Artillery (who use the
carbine), from their having had almost daily
practice with the short Enficld rifle, but the
already well known reputation of the Artil-
lery will sufler no stain should they come
oft seccond best.  The Ottawa I'rovisional
Battalion of Rifles have announced their in.
tention of challenging the vegiment making
the highest score in this match.

SECRETARY STANTOX’S REMOVAL.

The President’s wrath, which had been so
long nursed against General Sheridan,
seems to have been suddenly deflected, and
has now fallen on Stanton. But a few weeks
ago, Sheridan was on the Lrink of removal,
and Stanton scemed  tolerably firm seated ;
but wise fricads warned Mr. Jolnson not to
attempt to raid on the hero of the Shenan-
doal, and, as if to console himself for this
chagrin, and determined to remove some-

body, the Chief Magistrate scems to have
alighted upon Mr. Stanton.  Sheridan’s
course provoked in great part the Cabinet
plans and policies which Stanton resisted;

it was around Sheridan that the storm be-
&an to break, but Stanton caught the light-
ning.

‘The President has the right, of course, to
unify his Cabinet, and as he is a man who
is abviously pleased with concord of senti-
ment (provided it be concordant with his
own), ho does well to gratify himself by re-
moving the Sceretary of War. It wasa pol.
itic stroke, oo, to appoint General Grant to
the vacancy. Qnewould have suspected, to
be sure, that cither General Steedman or
General Roussean would be appointed, as
they are the two army oflicers who scem to
have been most successful in catching the
spirit of the President’s policy, and have
hitherto kept pretiy industriously occupied
by him.  But neither was disengaged ; and,
beside, General Grant's namo is a ““tower
of strength.””  Still, it must be remember-
cd, that these are days of principles rather
than of men.  Should General Grant (whicl
is inconcervable) withdraw his support and
approval from the District Commanders in
their present course, for the sako of giving
alift to the Cabinet, he would only ruin
himself, without raising the Administration.
He knows this, too, quite as well us any-
body else.

Should the I'resident’s initiative upon the
War Office be followed by hostilities against
the District Commanders, it is clear that
nothing but the greatest injustice could se-
lect one victitn over another for punishment.
Sheridan difiers but little from Sickles, Sic-
kles from Schotield, Schofield from Pope, or
Pope from Ord, in the management of af-
fairs, and these slight differences are per-
fectly comprehensible on the ground of the
diftference of the localities over which they
severallyhold jurisdiction.

The Government some time since issued
orders for thereeall of all the rifles in the
hands of the voluntcers in the Province,
preparatory to their exchange for the Sni
der enfield, on the receipt of the latter
from England. ‘Their srrival was, however,
delayed, and the transfer did not in conse-
quence take place as soon as anticipated,
but we now Jemrn that the new arms have
arrived in Quebee and only await being
marked, prrparatory to being served ont.

CORRESPONDEXNCE.

To the Editor of The Volunteer Revic.

Diar S,—Amongst the varied questions
that will come before owr Legislature for dis.
cussion at the next meeting of Parliament,
there is, perhaps, none of such importance
to the New Dominion, as that relating to
the best means of defence. Nothing is more
expensive te a country, young or old, than
astandingarmy. Nothing gives a smaller
return to the Government for the money
invested than its soldiers.  In old countries
where trades and professions are overstock-
ed, probably men can bLe found in abun.
dance for privates, whilst others of a supe-
rior education, may, without much trouble,
be procured for officers,; lut in o new
country like ours, where cvery available
manis required to till the soil, or perform the
work of an artizan, and where large sums
are every year expended to draw immigrants
to our shores to fill the back scttlements,
how can we afford to raise a standing army

or maintain them in idleness when thoy are
raised? A story is related of a puglist,
who wishing to gain pupils to the noble art
of self-defence, was propounding to a group
of youths this to him all important ques-
tion: “Now young gentlemen how could
you hope to defend yourselves if yon knew
nothing about boxing?' Some gave one
answer andsome another, until one amongst
the lot replied, “By keeping a civil tongue
inmy head.” This may do very wellat
times, but some fellows thinlk that the avil-
er you are, the more you are afraid of them,
and the more they will annoy you by treading
on your corns; this unpleasant treatment
becomes unbearable, and you cither double
up the agressor or are doubled up yourself.

I believe it has already been conceded,
that, man for man, Canadians are fit for any
foe that may venture to place foot on Cana
dian soil; but if the Mother Country with
draws her troops, as she speaks of doing,
what would 100,000 men that we could raise
on an emergency, do against five, ten, or
tweniy times that number, and even with
all the force that Britain could raise to back
us up? For the present, theTunited forces
would only be a mere contingent compared
with the mighty odds that could be brought
against us; itis evident from this point of
view, that Canada requires a larger popula-
tion, that the unpeopled lands require to
be peopled, and that those lands should be
held by the respective local governments
atthe lowest possible rates.

The main objection to the Volunteer force
is, that during a period of excitement from
raids, or the expectation of an invasion, this
branch of the service flags, and feels no in.
terest in cither drill or other military dnties;
the consequence is, that when the time
comes for action, they are comparatively
little better than the rawest of recruits. It
is evident that some mode of orgonizing the
militia must be adopted to make it popular
with the general public, in order thatit
may grow up with our national growth, and
strengthen with our national strength. 1
understand that the Adjutant-General has
in preparation a2 bill to be introduced dur-
ing the next Scssion of Parlianment. Letus
hope that ke will gain for hunself additiona)
honors to those already won in Englang,
and that our militia may, at least, beon
cqual footing with that of any modern go-
vernment.

Very truly, yours,
A Sepsrer.

y Ex Rovte.—The first battalion of the 14th

. Regiment, from the Curragh Camp, are now

; en roule for Canada, on hoard the Serapis, the
new Indian troopship, which recently convey:
cd 2400 Belgian riflemen to England. The
Serapis will return with the second battalion

fof the 23ra Fusileers, now at Levis, and the
fourth hattalion of the Rifle Brigade, fror
Montreal. The first battalion of the 14t
chimcnt will be ouvartered at Quebec on
arnival.




