
(46)

STORING FOR GOD, AND GIVING TO GOD.

IIY REV. JOHN ROSS.

The proceas of Storing God's portion is of divine oriin-" Lay by iii store,"
1 Cor. xvi. 2. Cani any one deny this the force and value of a divine suggestion î
But love lifts a suggestion to a prized liw of actioii. If any deny the pe.rpetuated
authority on themn, of injunctions given to Galatian and Corinthian (!hristians,
what have they reinainimg at ail, either of priviiege or obliga tion? seei g thiat
tliere is no epistie inscribed to any chuirehies now ex.isting. -The Scripture
iniethod of storing for God, appears to be necessary for the doing of God's workz,
iii sustaining ivorship, evangelising mnankind, and succouring the needy satisfac-
torily. Mauy Christians present weekly offérings at the sanctuary, niot storing
God's portion, the truc Scriptural niethod. weekly offering is good, as a con-
venient way of appIying a suitable part of the sacrcd store to its first dhaiml-
divine worship; but without the "storing," the offeringt proves fitful and in-
sufficient. The whoie question rests upoil the admission or rejection of God's
dlaim on a part of oves-y onie's possessions; and on tIse empicynsent of a divinely
discovered way of securiîîg that this dlain shial be met certainly and first-by
instantly laying apart that l)<rtion, that it imiy withotut fail be devoted judiciously
to sacred andi benevolent purrposes. The practice of weekly offering in churches
miay introduce tIse tini end of the wvedge of storing persmially. It is, hiowever,
huinan andi unsatisfictory, apart froin storing God's po>rtion1.

iStV?-ilj foi- GOD-is a divine inethod, witli a view to giving easily, pleasantly,
andi liber.slly, according to nieans, wlienever iieedy objeets arise. The storig is
piat wit God alone, in view of Fus goodniess, andi cf sacreti obligation provid-

con d0 ads h givinîq is public ini tihe sfiglit of mnen ; meeting
dlemands acrigto provision already made for thein. " Storing " is a whoie-
Sale process of Iaying in a stock-for the retail process of responding promptly to,
tise wants advanced. " Storiing" is accumnulating a funti for wvise application
agamnst tiines of neeti-sin king a well for the constant retemîtion of a home supply,
iiistantly arv ailable for requireti use-rpleii.iigi a reservoir for a regular systeni
<)cf distribution, andi for possible conitiingencies. 1'Sturing " is of Goti, insuringt
andi constra«iziing to self-pronspted, liberal , checerful, blissful 'lgiving." "Gciiv-
imng" without "storing " is of iuais, andi while generaily sinahl, tardy, and
dlistastefuil at best, requires strong and frequent stimulant for even sudsi exorcise.
"Storing " in contrast to speingtu.-Spending ail ve have is an animal process-

present self-enjoymient. The lowest grades of cratures do that. Sparing, saving
s0ute of what we have, is rational. Retention of it for the future is gooti and
noble, being an act of self-denial ra ther than of self-indulgence. " Storing for
Got7i, l contrast to storing for oilrselmc ami <lcpmlents.-To " store," to save for
ouirselves andi frientis alone, nurtures covetousness andiavarice under the ocer of
a virtue-suitable providence. To " store" for God, as iveIh as for ourseives,
cherishes justice to God. Providing fis-st for Iiimu who, is first anti essential, andi
subordinating ail otlser dlainis to, his. Lt fus-ther cherishies Ime to «od i «sd 11«11,e
anti presents itudeniable proof of tise saine in the constant devotion of the fis-st andi
best, to a far grandes- objeot than tise gratification cf our poor puny selves.

«ivimy to Gotd.-Givitt! in contrast to, payitig.--iluch of even Christian offering
soon degenerates iiito paying. %Vhat conmmences a gift, often goos on as a sues-e
paymient of a subscription or a rent. Paiug andi giviay as-e opposites. Paying
is getting as inuch coninodity for as hittie cost as practicabie. Giviuuq is o~f hieart
purpose anti loving contrsvance-providing thse fulhest offering that ability andi
Iprudence ailow. As we eau neyer render an equivaient to, God for His infinite
heniefactions to, us, let our offes-inga ever be, at lcast, the joyfuliy devoteti gifts of
love. " Giviiigq" 14e GotI, in eonts-ast to receiving froin Mimn. -Iecciviing 18 an
essential aet of crurature life, andi a mark of mrature nature. Man receives cross


