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4"l'le Infa,.nt Chass rejoices in an addition toits M)brary. Titis
bans becn acconiplistied thiough the iniledl efforts of ive ilfle
workers in the Sunday School, whn i eId a FVancy Sale, the
r!stlit Of whiiehl was lthe soin of $17, wliictt further donations
raisedl t0 îweilly dollars. 'l'ite cltildrcn desire ait those who
so kzindly hlped ltheint 0aCCept tlieir liîanlis.'' L. NI.

In our cointun of " Cliturcl Ncwvs " last ntonth one state.
ment (receiv.dt fron a conîriltutor) neetds soîne mtodification.
Instead of the Report of the (ontniîtee on Consolidationî
CO:litwwwgli sttch a nteastire, il expiressed] no opinion, but ils
recit-il of preceients apipeaius 10 have pointed soiniewhaî.i
slrongly againstili utitility of general sysiods. Owing 10,
great îuîe'-urc on our space, 'vo iust (lofer our review of
churchi niatters uintil next rnonth.

In te course of Evening Sermons uplon " Landmarks of
the Chtristian Lire," Canon I)e Vt-ber svill deliver the iast, and
the Rector thai uipon Visitation of the Sick.

Tîte Eastcr Niusic %vili incide Moriey's Te D)eîun, Stainer's
Antîbeni, '' Awvale Iiou tat sleepeit, " and Vincent's As
it began 10 dawn."

l'ihe Confirmation will be hieid on INondany cvening, .Aprii
25111. by tie BiEshop Condjutor.

ffl.

rHE TRIAL OF KING CHARLES 1.

Wlicn the visitor to the palace of Versailles, after passing
througli the quiet marbie hall wvbere William I ivas crowned
Eniperor of Gerniny turns into the eastern corridor, hlis mind
is overwhelmied by the nunîber andi beauly of the statuts on
the righît band and on the left. H-e gives up the effort 10 fix
in bis meniory a distinct impression of eacls work, of art. But
one figure artests bis attention. Lt is alttle man with asword
and a great flotving wig. Can any one doubt wisose person.
ality is here representcd? ht is Louis xiv-lep-iiid iiioizirqitc-
the mati w-ho said "«L'etat c'est moi"ý-I amn the state ;-the
grealest egoîist of modern limes. ie consequences of blis
tyranny fell, tiot on hintself, but oti his descendants atid are too
weli Lknown to require mention itere. It was the sanie qîtalit)
of egotisin wliich at an earlier period led to the execution of
Charles I. and 10 tlie temporary and finally to, the uller ex-
clusion of his famîly front tîe ilîrone of England. If iîisîory
is 1)hilosoplty îeaching by exantaple it wuuld lie wtell for titose
in possession of power, Nvlio foliow self interest as tlieir guid-
ing pninciple, 10 consider the consequences of a disregard of
the riglits of others, even aithougli those consequences, nay

not comle ini the form of-
"'Finat two handed engine at tue door
-Stands ready bo strike once and strike no nmore."

In loolking at the execulion of the king fromn the sîandpoint
of constitutional lawv we must first forni a ci ar conception of
thii iaw by which actions are 10 lie tested. Law hias been
deflned by lilackst tne 10 lie "a mIle of civil conduct, laid
down by thte supreme power iin te smate, conimanding wvlat

is rigît t and pîrolîibiting what is wrong.» Titis rude affords
littho assistance it tîtose cases wliere thte questiotn aI issue is
w'bere te supreme powver residles. Can th termi "iazw" lie
npplbed to a systetît of nules %vhicli are nul enforced by an ex-
ternal power? MIany persons believe vaguely in a coilstitutionat
Iaw lîy wbicli tîte riglits of sites witiî reference 10 eaclh otier
andi lte rigîtis of rider anti std>ject niay i:tfaiiibiy be det.ermiiîed.

'l'le existence of suclî a beiief may have sortie vate in lthe
mainîtenîance of public peace anti ii lte preseri-atioti of privaite
righîts. But in renlity te iaw îvhichi we are considcring is
siiiîpiy a systemn wlîose miles are invok-cd to jubtify a Couîrse
witichli te dominant party lias detertiîîned 10 puirsue.

Wliîen in the neigliboring reimublic, svitii the nîemory of
titis geuteratin, îvar's iigliîning fiasied upot te soutierni sky,
a pointt of cotîstitttiouîrd iaw %v-as at issue. rthe success of te
Northt establislied te point tat al! mon are free and equal.

But tItis expression is the key.note of the declaratioti of in-
depietdance, one is tempted to, ask îvbiere is the difftcuity livre ?
It is found in tue inlerpietation given by thte Supreme
Coutt of tîte United States in tite Dred Scott case lu the termi

aIl men." Chtier justice Taney deiivering tite judgnîent of
thte court said VA black man lias nu riglîls witiciî a whte nman
is Jîound t0 respect". A burst of indignation thîrougiout the
North follow-ed this judicial utterance. And yet in tus iaying
down lte laws the chtier justice ivas strictly persuting his duty
as an expounder of the constitution. The ambiguity of the
termi -ment" caused the confusion of thouglit upon this question
whicii prevailed in the popîtlar mind. Rend in the ordinary
sense it sustained tlte viev or [lie North. But thte sense which
a court of lawv was bound to adopi, svas tîtat sense svbich il
cnnveyted ttose wbo franiedlieconstitutiosi. To determine
ils sense 10, their minds is to fix ils meaning forever. But te
idea whicb they intended to convey does not admit of any
controversy at ail. A black person 10 themn ias no nman but
simply a citattel 10 bce houglit and soid. Tie admission of
lte blacks to political eqîtality wilb svhites wîas no part of the
limes. The poini wbich they inîended 10 esîablisi. and
wlîich tiîey did estabiisli, wvas that monarclty and aristncracy
shouid gaini no real foothoid in the New 'WVorld. But whetî
in the course of lime the expansion of the slave-holding powver
tiîreatened the political supremacy of the North a new inter.
pretation ivas given 10 the termi favorable 10 Nortlhern interests

Il was the duty of aIl parties bo abide by the interpretalion
given the constitution by the Supreme Court. But war, lte
final arbiter, bias settied the question iii accordance with
justice, but contra-y 10 constitutional, law.

Beairitîg in mind then that we are inot deaiing with a system.
determinate in its chat-acter, and of universai obligation, let
us consider the case fromn the standpoint of the King. Tiiere
ivas a venerable niaxim upon witicl e relied -The kinug can
do no svrong." In one of the year books, counsel says, atg-gt
endo, "If the king shinvid icill a min of malice aforethougit,
nevertheless hie should not answer for il in a court of lawv."
To titis the chief justice agreed, "and yet" hie added '<11 would
1e iii advised." A maxim, sîîch as tItis resembies a prove-b.
No sensible man wouid think of regulating his conduct by
proverlis. They are useful, not to detet-mine our conduct, but


