
eLONG AGO."
A N MP) Oui\' SToflV.

I as jiîht, -tiil a stiliiîi r acs tluis. 'rte Saint, isitelite Ilîat
mtigivhw ile tite %t itule taititî ,,ruv l.gii iniier uts

àswuîy. Wiiy til) J bay st.cli a su hulîn-1.etas tii iii,' IW hu21 itilt
the susi]îîC.r anti tise dii', .iii aieC ai i tci tiigs ct the 1iastl!

\Ve îtily fitiier, îi.icianti 1 - lite il i a .&apîoî t te'ui, as
floiîriahiîîg v., it watt leatitifiii. iStraîîgécrs, xx'lio were ou-
x'icîl, cf itsiîrtîrî ,iin wit tiiey lii lic share, iisedc t>
cul1 it ''i ttq:ll at tiu cre, ais if ti'y xere tpe.akîing of a
be.tntiftil lieuti (,r agîi)cu tli.ît îîruseîitecl a fais- eîîtsitelcîiy tii
cuver ties iiiwartl lacek of siu eCiatiit2i5.

N"tt tiuis tgmwui cf otirJ, miy beauîtili iti cutliiamlitait. miiose
ex'cmy wxali ist, t'> Met, precgliant witiî hiaîppy thioluglîts ami

îoeniîerieF, %v'as fair' iii ieniity ais iii seeiniiîîg. lCoxviiiu titat 1
shbah itevet' goî liuck tii it, i eali ý.ot loock loîîgillgiy ti14leul its
rcmîulentbhi'aîiccs ais ciîiilltc.ii tIc ttlpoîi tie tcys for x%îliorE lise they
have grcwîu10 to ut.

Soinctiiîues 1 x-oiier si ivlieii I (lie '- Soîuthamîuptonu " %vill hoe
founil writtciî opoti îuy hcaurt, as tlîe native place cf lii aricient
kiîag w aacortîiii-, tu itiytliolo,,y, fouîuai euugrax'ci upon lis
veîy soul.

(14)l 1i reintaîiibe. iti Iali-street,) ifs liaiks, its avcenue,
iLs commuîno, andc abs-sve il] itls liti'. Suali I (,ver foîget tlîe
gimbish joy Ii1 %iriithii 1 ised te pull 1113' littlo biiat; nver its
iîiietebs ti) Msairclxond (sr Ilythe, %ii ait exulîtantt gladnes:s
isuch as caol îuex'ei daxi iutita îIy hIfe again. NVil! tue recolc.
tiîuîîs ofwy> finit e-s>a s li cî1oebt.riani.iî fade amwaly ? the ]cafy

oxctastf Ciiworthi, tiîe bte1  hîtli of Wcý'odiiiill leadiîtg iste
Bitterîie, tl: ea chld ai s-l cf Uiipe' I3assett;, tir tbe quiet

bs.itàîiy ilopra- cf St. Cioss eveci bu forpcttc'î2 -Neyer I A
bivmie o!f îtaihdz) sweuctiiess faills over inoe like a niantle w-licui

.1 tluitik of îriy girilieed's hiaîppy ilays. Of tlîe sexoclin e lili
1 passed niy tlrta:iîy yoîti, tlîe oid playgreund, first est Toet-
ton, ttue-n ait Shirley, yùt ail rmukdi by the sanie lianîc. I sc
Ilie croqluet lawxn, tue alliitted gardens -. %e iiîîdividutally cuilti-
V'atel], tht. tairgfts cf Yceti blîîUn towaercs wlieh iv'e winj.edl
or arroxis, aîsd 1 att a gi agztin-a child cenning ber dauly

tzéskI-a bitd tet Irce frein lier titis-tlicn 1 acbk inyself,
diti 1 really live ina titis -ilong aigo ?:, Did 1 once toxîcl the
han) of ýoiîtu as otiter chiltîrua7. Was there ever a niclody
cf iswcct atîuiids in iny hife as in titat of others ? 1 bowv îîy
liead as tic answxer coules, wbile the tears triekile through
niy peur thiu ings ]ii5 e main. 1 lîold tlîcmî up te tlîe Iight,
and as I do se, f thaîîk Cod that witli tluc yeatms that go by
tluey groNs mnore transparent, more feeble. Sonietimea 1 ask
inyseif w'ull (;ed iîî Dis '4for ever, " let iu any o! the clark
shadows of tlîe past 2 Yrt niy wenclering question stays
itseîf uptîn1 the pîreiliiSc, "Andi 01<isahl vipe away aIl tears
frona ticir cyca, antd thuero sli lbc nie more deatti, neither
sorrow nom crý ing, ueitlier ishall thiere ho any more pain, for the
former tîuings are paauied away." So 1 grexv caîru as the coin-
fort coites nîito ny heart, because ail tîxe former thuings are*

passed -twaY."
"Long,, age. " la it a dIreani, or w.. 1 once really ai euhid

Did 1 (lance tue lialipy ]tours awvay as 1 wxatclî otlîcr ehldren
<le 110W ? Cod of uny serews !hast Tbiix sxxcpt axxay ail suob
halloxxcil eccllîctions 2 SIodI I m.ever look nîmon tlîose
geidetu mîomnts agaiui?

Aye, 1 ]lave iL. 'rThe (Ircansis 5M ith me îxew. I stand
aigain tîpon the thîrcshold of nîy girlith bile.

INy Jlh, (Io ýoti reitexuber our ceurting daxys! Ili the
spirit lanîd de ý ou c, cr >ee a face tuait diuly foreshadews
wbiat mîine shiah bc ix'licui 1 rejeiui yen, or dIo ynu look cIow'n
tbrough the pure portals of azure te sec a wizencd bride
buch ais 1 noxi aux 2 Fer as ice itsclf passes over me thie
traces of its travail arc left uipoiu iny f .ace and bmow, the
fiiiger-marks o! the soie triala tlîrough. which ail dIo îîass.

NVIucn 1 v'as littie nmore thais a cilaî îny nuether died, se, as
utoon as îîîy scluool daya wveic over, 1 began the dities of
lieuFekeciie-r te îtîy fatlier, aud tveta mow, after ail these
years, people -imile rit thue acîmeat x'orshiipfui adoration with
xvhiehi menitionu lus naine, buxt Ilic vas M'ortliy of it ! Yet 1
have stoed. at bis opetu grave, alld saia elGood bye"s te hirn,
as we bid :Farewell te thie litrest and deareat e! ail the cartbly
gilts with wcih Gtoc crewns us. When lic 'cias put away
hesacath the scid, when the birds chanted the bumial dirge over
hie new tonb, 1 sad No greater soreow than this cma
darkeiî jiîy ie ; licnccfomth 1 ant iîiviîhîrablc t., %il eaxrth'

w*<ie'. 01)0 -igiisi lias, likue 1'iaraoli's lestii kiiîc, wled
til) the rest.",

AlLer the SItl.i. of RDfii.ji. eli(.uI~1 ii;îetcy3 lenilailirîl
to ktcep nIe front aîetuial waist. islcîrtos er-, 1 wa.1 tu~ac t b
îuarried. 

a

Mu ti lin't Futeie Lise if-ist of uiy tory ig liidoif.. i
oieu Of the 1îrcttiebt -4bil' Icf cOr u i i Ielcîtifid litîle

elmapel iîsl.laiiist tUe <Ilit foiage 14the ei vtr çivIVII,
l'iisu trt.cs, and iîiitritîcatii its ioo 1i I xi a te)Ii, ilcce
i miitttal iii the bouidâ of liuly iîiatiiiiic;iy to oit-- l)ougiab

oVthîit tthe baiigiîtust tr ill (Il<. 1 Il unx Ivii te Ilus il..aiîs Ill i'i
(Ille t lirc,t of Ocîîuiti ver the rc'vtd.stoutiofti 1 ît
Isy ira-t love M"Iy file .1rn %%Il "C-f Short dui atil î, ai1 i il, the

'long ligi ", of %viîiei I wVrite, tlîis vision isa ltc;rcetly wvortly
of a plate.

M\y latiicr mas rel-1îîtediy , wcatLIIy 1nat, %dos I iwaliii
ciiily anîd pecttcdI t1La2ii!r, uli h výS tif lsaîîrîatlrets.
-11)(1 the reciji'eîît o!' adilu Iiti loc. I i.,tuîf c. Cii i oV tlIU
aîll'cctioiiate love witlî mohieli i ýti te loiek at issu ; liear
a 'tii lus tendeir toules -,feel Ilis boit khScSsitlln Isly dittc.
;iiid lîrow ;tliei a1 dense iultî.i.leîinybtvr3 of Uilale

sw ovsex'r tue î>ictîîre, aîai 1 titi cîrliaiiecl.
]3veii in the die.sxtrcîuiity of mny soriow the remcul.

btlirazce (If Dougl.is's love canule Ilie Gica-d's li.iii tui lle.1l nîr
>0til, as I îmou<ered tue clyîîîg e w ord f Isly fatlier, ' la
GodI, yenl posscss atiitlicr lOvçe tlîaîî flluie.'

Tlîrce .ttle mworcs villItcLII the mxlio l >~jiitlitr
of tîaxt iirst wilud inad loxe of mille -11Uiai fslsot
Over the Il long agae" the iiit of years iï fatlluig, or 1 crîuld
flotso cairnly mito of tue aliîguitîl cf spirit bulJt.rvelii.
A vcry little change is ncecssary to opien a wivnaîîs exes Io
z.ie faet tiîat lier J<ix'r lis nii failîless to lier, ý et iîiow
iîîg flei f ce lie cx'iîîced iii "lis beliavieur 1 yc.t durs-

wolx dctl)iriîîg, tenlacity to tlîe vague tl:euclît tîtat i coulel yet
he a.il i ail te l)oiglas, once ag.1ihî, evc.n as 1I(IV iull iagiiîel

1 liaci becui in fumer tIaýs ! Iceu.stoîiied freini earltest chcld.
lijoil te evc.ry uItiry mix h wc.alth, cenlti bîiy, it mîasu o
liglît penance for mie te bear tlîe wvants andi deprivations of
comîparative pexerty ; ý .t <Nven thlis sunk into înibiguiiace
as 1 tieeanie ftully aware tîtat witli tlîe 13s of iches îoy diepri.
vations dia net eud. 1 coula ]lave stakeci ny life o11 lis
boueur, yet if 1 luac dJoue se, mine would have bueen thie lots!
The univers-al admiration wbieb 1 had bet wont to cominand
as the liestess of iny fathcr'a house 30011 felu awauy. snd the
stabbing pang of niy quondatît fritiîts' dcazertouîi tutochîcc the
one vuinerable epnt iii nîy lîecat. Saisie unie lias îtiel fuait

" &we are but chldren of a larger groAwtl, cryinug for the.
woon because she is eut of reacla." Thus 1 stretciîec eut lm-

ploring bands for the good now se tinattauable, bitterly con.
ccmning the fickieneas cf fortune in rubbiug u-&-, upou eviy

aide. My life of serene, joyens hîappiness ixas over, si I
gatbercd iny forces togtather te, uîîe the cemîng btorm ! A
iew 'wcek.s and itstierceat beatiing8 werc past. Mîy home
solci, and 1 fairly launcbed upen thîe openî se-a of lifc, a hutt
fur its pitilcasi bcatings and its %wildcat laxslinge.

When, for thlî aat tirne, 1 atood in the old îîomclî at home,
looking round upon the fertile fields %xith tlîeim Ehady trecs
and taI! grass, tIlcir pleasant neoks and toxantiess beautco,
my heart failed me, until je tluis supreme moment of desolation
1 feit alinoat as if "1the pains of dcath had gat liolci upon nie,"
it ivas suds a total surmeundletiîg of thîe OU life for the nos'.
ln the deep welci of niuory the bcnowledge of that secret
anguish lies Somnetimea 1 lift the stone 4.o look dowîs inte its
deptbs, unscen by any save God's eyc alone, until the Veil is
drawn aside iii Ris own cloudless ligit.

The long note of Porrow lias died inte silence, ixhile the
softened, glow of the after splendour touches it inte a tbing
too tender te, cause even the shecldiiîg of a sehitary tear.

The gold and red wcre in the westcrn cloudas, tinting the
rieh evening sky wvitlîa radiant transitomy beauty,-%%îein 1 bad
a long faircwcll to the plîasntasiea and dreains o! zny yotb, tu
the home 'wlose very walls wcre fair as Eden's fairy palaces
te the lîcart that lovcd tlicm. MNy loec-i'im I lîad thouglit
se true and bravc-my father, nîiy liome-zil vanitthed.

You 'will Mla ile for the deeds that fo)lowcd ; 3ect let
your censure bo just. As a woman would plead witl hir
child, in 1 plead, with you te judge me by the deep loxuelinus
of humanity as we li as ivith, your Iofty liense of rectitude.

Twclve months &1tW mn> fatlier'a death 1 agan becaîine en-
gageal, thi * tiînc te a mn truc as stcl, giandl ab -Our ceîîcqp'


