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THE DAWN OF TO-MORROW.

Wednesday, May 21st, 193
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HIGH-GRADE
USED

McLaughlin Motor Car

RICHMOND AT BATHURST
OPEN EVENINGS

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

GIGANTIC SPRING CLEARANGE

CARS

Co., Ltd.
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Here’s a real Special
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rSherwin - Williams

I

covers more surface.

2 Phones—Met. 3461—2

S. & W. FLAT-TONE FOR WALLS AND CEILINGS
S. & W. Varnishes, Concrete Finish, Roof Coatings, Etc.
“ROGERS LACQUER-Dries in a few minutes Wears like Iron
BUY MADE IN CANADA HARDWARE

»
Made-in-Canada
Quality Hardware
Taylor-Forbes Lawn Mowers
Made in Guelph for over 50 years.—There is none quite as good
Our stock includes all the models—and the prices
are reasonable,
Garden Tools
For Lawn or Garden—Made in Canada
A complete assortment of Rakes, Hoes, Spades, :
Shovels, Ete. g
Lawn Hose :
Canadian Made :
14 inch corrugated Hose, unkinkable £
81, CENTS A FOOT 3
| | g
{i i
Paints
VARNISHES AND LACQUERS
There is a Sherwin-Williams finish for Every Surface.
S.W.P. for outside painting wears longer, looks better and §
('osts mo more per gallon :
than cheaper paints. E
S. & W. Family Paint, for inside or outside use
S. & W. MARNOT FLOOR ENAMEL §

Cowan Hardware Ltd

THE STORE WITH A STOCK

125—7 Dundas St.

Tt

l
|

|

f
l

John Brown and

Harper's Ferry

Continued from page 2

affair all confirmed the suspicions
that in the British provinces to the
north there was extensive plotting

against the slavery system. In the

report of the Senatorial investigation

|
|
|
|

the proceedings at Chatham are de- |
clared to have had as their obiect
“to subvert the government -~

or more of the states, and ©

to that extent the governme e
United States.” Questioi re
asked of the witnesses be: the

investigating committee which snow-
ed that in the minds of the members
of the committee was a dist-
Canadian end to the Harper’s
Their suspicions may
have confirmed in their own
minds by the fact that Dr. Samuel
G. Howe, Frank B. Sanborn, George
L. Stearns and Fred Douglass all fled
to Canada immediately after the
raid. They were known to be intim-
ate with Brown.

In the carrying out of the raid at
Harper’s Ferry the actual assistance
Canada was compara-
tively small. Of the twenty-one men
who marched out with Brown that
October night of 1859 only one coula
in any way be described as a Can-
adian. This was Osborne Perry
Anderson, a negro born free in Penn-
sylvania who while working as a
printer in Chatham became connect-
ed with Brown and threw in his lot
for the great adventure from which
it was his fortune to escape. He 18
described by Hinton as “well edu-
cated, a man of natural dignity, mo-
dest, simple in character and man-
He wrote a pamphlet account
of the raid, served during the latter
part of the Civil War in the Union

there
inct
Ferry episode.
been

coming from

ners.”

armies and died in Washington in
1871.

The question may naturally be
asked: why was the aid given to

John Brown by Canadian Negroes so
meagre? That Brown himself had
counted on considerable help in his
enterprise from the men who joined
with him in the Chatham convention
is certain. John Edwin Cook, in his
confession after Harper’s Ferry raid,
declared that “men and money had
both been promised from Chatham
and parts of Canada.” Yet,
of Osborne P. Anderson, a
negro, only one other Canadian seems
to have had any
even indirectly.

other
outgide

share in the raid
The exception was
Dr. Alexander Milton Ross, the fam-
ous Canadian u}mlitionist, who, Dby
agreement with Brown, went to Rich
mond, Va., the blow
struck and was there when

came of its unhappy ending.

Ross was to do at Richmond in
event of any

before was
word
What

the
success attending
Jrown’s plan is not clear, probably
he was to keep watch on the officia.l
actions of the state.

The choice of Chatham as the
place of meeting was not without
special reference to the many Ne-

groes in Canada. A majority of the
Canadian Negroes were resident in
the district now included in the
counties of Kent and Essex of which
Chatham was a center. Among these
Negroes in thig district were many
men of intelligence, education and
daring, some of them experienced in

slave raids, and Brown was justified

\\“
in looking for help
them. There is also evidence that
among the Negroes there existed 5
sort of secret organization,

from a_mong

: knoyn
under various names, which hag as

its obje(':ts to assist fugitiveg and re
sist t'hen" masters. Help fropy this
or.g.amzatmn was also counteq upon,
Hinton says that Brown “never ox-
pected any more aid from them than
that which would give a first impe.
tus.” John Brown himself ig quoteq
by Pealf, one of his associates, gy
stating at Chatham that he expectgg
all the free Negroes in the northery
states to flock to his standard, thy
he expected the slaves in the soufy
to do the same and believed that g
many of the free Negroes in Canagy
as could do so would accompany him,
This would appear to misstate
Brown’s plans. It was not numbery
that he wanted but quality, a fey
men planted in the mountaing of
Virginia would have attained his o
jective perhaps better than a thous
and.

The real reason why the Canadian
Negroes failed to respond in the sum
mer of 1859 when Brown’s men were
gathering in Virginia seems to be
that too long delay ensued after the
plans were laid at Chatham for ag
gressive action. The Chatham con-
vention was held May 8—10, 185,
while the raid at Harper’s Ferry did
not take place until the night of Oc
tober 16, 1859, nearly a year and a
half later. Warlike ardor had cool:
ed off in the meantime, the magnet:
ism of Brown had been withdrawn
and new engagements had been en-
tered into. Had Brown been able to
move at once from Chatham to Har
per’s Ferry there is no doubt but
that he would have received substan
tial assistance from the Canadian Ne
groes. Frank B. Sanborn under
stood from Brown in April that he
wanted to strike his blow about May
15, that is within a few days after
the convention. The delay was
caused by the exposure by Hugh
Forbes to Senator Henry Wilson of
Brown’s plans and the panicky de:
cision of Brown’s white supporters in
New England that those plans must
be changed. Brown was full of re:
gret and much discouraged by the

assumed necessity of postponement
but, being penniless, he had to sub-
mit and accordingly went to Kan-

sas.

There was some effort made at a
later date to get thhe Canadiain \0
groes enlisted, the mission being 1
charge of John Brown, Jr, who also
had some help from Rev. J. W. Ijog-
uen, the well-known Negro abolition-
ist. Together they visited Hamilton,
St. Catharines, Chatham, London,
Buxton and Windsor, helping also t0
organize branches of the League Of
Liberty among the Negroes. The
letters of John Brown, JI. show that
the enthusiasm of May, 1858, had
largely died out. There was & show
of interest at Chatham but it did not
go deep enough to bring men. “Céll'
ada, and the freed refugees therein,
proved a broken reed,” ig the com
ment of one writer of
though against this should be placed
which indicates ﬂll‘df
on account of the raid being carried
gooner than John
1ere were a
gouth
of

the period

some evidence
out somewhat
Brown, Jr. anticipated tl
few Canadians on the Wway
when the end came. The proof 3
this lies in the papers of John Bro\.‘Il
Jr. which were seized after the raid.
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