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This unsettledness and these removals of the Indians 
from place to place, have subjected the Missionary 
Society to heavy losses, and very greatly retarded its 
labours in behalf of the Indians. The Committee are 
happy to learn that His Excellency the Governor Gen
eral has ordered an investigation into the affairs of the 
Indians; an investigation which the Committee hope 
will result in justice to the Indians, and in placing their 
interests upon a sure and settled foundation. Their 
settlement in one place and incorporation into one body, 
with a proper title for their lands, would, the Commit
tee may venture respectfully to suggest, contribute, in 
various ways, to the interests of these poor and injured 
people.

The Rev. S. Hurlburt, after detailing the facts above 
stated, gives the following account of his Mission. His ■ 
letter is dated “ Orillia, May 3, 1841.” •

“ I am somewhat particular in thus noticing, at some length, the temporal con
dition of my Indian brethren, from a strong conviction of the important bearing it 
has on their spiritual condition. Though temporalities must always be viewed in 
subordination to the more important concerns of religion ; yet such is the constitution 
of the human mind that it must, in a good degree, be free from the pressing anxieties 
occasioned by acts of flagrant injustice to prosper much in religion. I believe the 
influence of religion to b.e a most efficient instrument in civilizing mankind. When 
you take men from the wandering state of barbarians, and congregate them in settle
ments or villages, you then cut off their hopes of sustenance by the chase ; so that 
there must then be a recognition of individual property, which creates a necessity for 

"the cultivation of the soil. Wherever the influence of the Gospel has subdued the 
hearts of the Indians, they have invariably expressed an anxious desire to learn the 
arts of civilization—to live like ‘good white men.’ Reason must approve of the 
choice, and humanity would dictate every measure calculated to favour so laudable 
a desire. We need not wonder, when all the obstacles encountered by our brethren 
are taken into account, that they have prospered no more. Indeed, it is a matter of 
thankfulness that they have prospered as much as they have—that so few of them 
have turned back from the ways of religion and truth. As a people, they are, in 
their moral and religious character, worthy of the imitation of their more enlightened 
neighbours; and we think our Leaders especially would suffer nothing by a com
parison with the Leaders of any Indian Mission, or with the Leaders generally 
among white people. We speak from actual experience of the character of these 
men.
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