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all sensation was caused
Mﬂem&m&y Dec. 27th,
reading in the Roman
churches of a mande-

ment, signed by the Archbishop

of Quebec and five suffragan -

m placing ‘the Electeur

ban of the church and forbid-

a2 to ead, buy, circulate or
Wjﬁﬁdw #in and refusal of
The grounds upon which the Elec-

schools, a
beeagtlhhumﬂzbupuﬂ to m
fic readers, The course taken by the

jcal Whthiuueh quite in_keeping
and precedents, and, having
m Mw to.be no ground forsur-
mm« has incutred the utmost dis-
‘bishiops and fallen under the ban.

‘lm Been accustomed to publish

8, Imt according to these state
fiot been in the least careful
he leaders in the church, It

m the boldnéss of its attitude

and severity with which

on m’ﬁ s criticised the action of the prelates

in referefice to matters, that the paper has

not-had the fear of the bishops before its eyes, and

th-tllu hﬂ?\lﬂ!wﬂhng to provoke them to

M This view of the matter is 8 sup-

ed the fact thé mandement evidently did not

take Mwﬁu controlled the Electeur by surprise.

On the contrary ‘they, were all ready for a shrewd

move in their agym s soon as the ban of the
\mhm m be published.

S ek
e fnn Publisher of the Electeur,

* with the ecclesiastical domain.

niernber
1 ' “of the blnlopl to Rome. It is
ntnud also that hewillimtlmﬁelction for large -
damages against the Amhhabop and theauﬁ:pu
bishops who signed the mandement, in order to test
in the highest civil court, the question of the legal -
right of écclesiastical authorities to take action result-
ing in the ruin of a newspaper chargeable with no
offence except that of having eriticised and nppo.ed
the policy and action of eecleaiuﬁcnl leaders,
* k k ok
How ‘miuch of political animus
there may have been in the ac-
tion taken by, the prelates it is
help not necessary to enquire. The,
. Prelates? fact that the mandement 'has been
e . issued whén a provincial election
is pending seems significant. The Liberal Teaders
are perhaps not wrong in taking it as'an intimllion
that the full strength of the hmmhqutobecm
ed on behalf of the Conservatives in the chiy
M
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o Wil it

intense dissatisfaction with.
Manitoba School question as ¢
rier, ud it inn hcammt

cnplapodagatont Aiw s the. Tt Ol oot
ince of Quebec. Whﬁthetthzouﬁn(of)ﬁ' Laurier

from power, which tly the Roman Catholic
leaders so much desire, is a thing to be desired in
the general interests’ of Canada, we shall not of
course diseuss.  But it seems to us somewhat doubt-|
ful whetler the conrse those leaders are pursuing is
making ammgly in that direction, and still more
‘doubtful that it is tending to strengthen and perpet-
‘uate their own influence over French Canadians.  If
the reports coming to-us through the daily papers
are to be credited the mandement against the Elec-

teur was far from being received witli that universal
docility which the bishops-would have desired. In
some churches it was received in sullen sifence, in
others with pronounced tokens o?“dm\ppmvﬂ, and
evid of sympathy with the condemned paper
and exasperation at the action of the ecclesiastics
are abundant, It is very evident that there is now,

in the province of Quebec and:among those Mhed

‘ to the ‘Roman Catholic church, no inconsiderable

element of the population unwilling. loniger to accept
with docile spirits the dictation of the prelates in re-
gard to matters which they do 1ot consider proper!y
Thee bishop is given
to understand that in regard to spmt\ul concerns he
will be listened to with all rugaet, but, hmnd that
domain, there must be liberty. There is, if we mis-

‘uktnot, a gmwingdmposithn wdvme

less disposed wnhnit thérpolihwtpim

 affiliations to priestly control. mmp«ﬁaent_

ly the attempt is made to force such control npon
the péople, the more promuced thetmll spinat
itwl&elymbewme :
* o a-*
While it cannot Niﬁd that the
ud*q&mmwdmmon
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nq:{au trouble for the Spanish Government at home.
Then, it seems: certain that the. I!M?Msmll &
- not much longer tolerate the continnande

The present attitude of the United States executive
is indeed uot unfriendly to Spair, but the President's
m1w to: Csugms eontalued a not obscure
“hint t6 the Spanish’ Goveriment that the non-inter-

 vention of the American Government could not be
qmmted npon indefinitely. The subsequent action
of the U. 8, Senate in inttoducing resolutions look-

ing to the recognition of the independence of Citba,

. the popular sympathy with the Cuban msurgents

udtbehothhtytowud&pdn,nvwaoopenlymani
fested in the United States, together with the change
“in the executive soon to take place, are warnings
wlnckSpninmnotaﬂ'ordtoxgnom There are
rumors that Spain'is now about, to concede some
méuum ‘of self-government to Cuba,  Whether or
not there is good foundation for the statement we do
not know, but it.is doubtful whether anything which.
Spain now can do will enable her to retain her
There was a time, not long ago, “when
W concessions would probably have beep.
reffectual. Now, when the offer of autonomy:would
* mean & confession of inability to hold" the isfand by
*ﬂgeed’m, it s tikely to be despised by the Cu-
vbo perceive that their fiolding outa few
mgr will in all probability, tewlt ina
ion of their mdzpenduice or in the annexa-
tim! of the ulmd ta the United States.

e ]

According to 4 Havana despatch
of Dec. 3ist, Maceo, the insur-
af gent leader, is still alive, and thg
Cubans are rejoiciug greaty over
Maceo. the fact. ~ Quite circumstantial
. details are given as to the char-
acter of his wounds and his progress toward recovery,
t'is stmd also that the false report of his death was
given out in order-that his followers might be able
to carry him to a place of safety. Little credence is
given to this story. . The Cuban Junta in New York
entirely discredits the stoty. If it should turm out
that Maceo is really alive and’ recovering from his
wounds, it would doubtless be a cause of rejoicing to
the msurgents but as the Cubans according to their
own confession are adepts-at concocting false réports.
~The statements now sent out concerning the fate of
Maceo are much less likely to be true than these be-
fore received.

‘The Fate
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The €ats in the Montreal papers
representing the face of late Arch-
Fabre. bishop. Fabre, indicate a man of
: genial disposition- and of large
mgelhgence The death of the Archbishop oecurred
on.: Wednesday last, after a somewhat iprotracted ill-
at the age of sixty-nine years and ten months.
iuhop Fabre was a man of distinguished leafn-
iﬂg and ability; widely Kriown and’influential wkhm
‘his church; and as a citizen enjoying the respect of
the peuple generally. - The Montreal Star says that
© the Archbishop's dmh “ will inflict a severe sense
* of loss upon the cgmmmu!y “T'he influence. that he
em:udmpqhenﬂy while at tlie head ofﬂus
litan diocese was always: for charity and
Christian forbearance. The wheels of life ran more
smoothly in this mixed population for his nmik; and

Aschbishop




