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SCANDAL

EXPOSED!

e

Mr. Williams' Sharp Comments on
Lieut,-Governor-Dewdney’s Con-
nection With Heinze.

Her Majesty’'s Representative a Di-
rector of the Columbia & West-
ern Railway Co.

Mr. Heinze'’s Dinners to the Governor
and Government. Had
Their Purpose.

Mr. Turner Delivers Budget Speech—
Messrs. Sword and Kid
Reply.

Thursdagy” Apgil 3, 1897.
The Speaker took..the chmir at' two
o’clock; prayers by Rev. W. D. Baiber.
Hon. Mr. Martin-presented . the:sur-
veyor-generaPs“annifal: report. = ot

Mr. Bryden presented a petition from ' they - certainly’ should know, fhat the

a number of fishermen, asking' that the
trout fishing. season be extended to -No-
vember' 15.

PETITION RECHIVED,

Mr. Booth, as chairman of the private
bills committee, reported that with ref-
erence to the petition of H. C. Beeton,
. Drucker, C. H. Wilkinson' and E. E.

Billinghurst, dated March 26, the com-.

mittee were of opinion that owing to
the great importance to the province of
‘the projected rajlway from the head of
Lynn Canal to the boundary ~ leave
should be granted to the abowve named

to present a petiticn for a bill incorpor- |

ating them as a public ¢ompany for the
purpose mentioned, notwithstanding that
the 'time limit for reeeiving petitions had
cxpired. The committee Ttecommended

that the standing orders be suspended
accordingly.

The standing orders were suspended
and the report was adopted.

Mr. Booth also presented a report from
the same committee recommending that
as the water clauses bill had not yet
been passed the time limit for the re-
ception of reports should be extended
for two weeks from April 3rd, and that
the rules be suspeaded accordingly. The
report was' adopted.

RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION.

Hon. Mr. Turnasr presented a message
from the Ljeutenant-Governor transmit-
ting a?bill to aSsist in railway constrae-
tion. The honse went into committee. to
consider the. messagé.

Mr.. Semlin thgaghi: Hcn: Mr. Turner.
could. in_an importamt matter of this
kind, deviatz from the usual -course of
explaining a; -bill on its second reading.

‘Hon, 'Mr. Turner said the more satis-
facfory .way wouyld be to distribute the
bill and let the members study its pro-
visions ' for themselves. He was sure
that the members on both sides of the
house would heartily endorse the mecas-
ure. (Laughter.)

THE BUDGET.

Hon. Mr. Turmer moved that the
house go into committee of supply. He
said that he had the honor, for the

tenth year in succession, to make the

preliminary motion for committee of
supply. On the last occasion, which
was in March, 1896, and also in 1895,
he had a far more difficult sask than he
had to-day, as therer had then to be
faced the hard fact that the revenue, to
say the least, was not very progressive;
and though there wiere indications last
year that matters were changing in the
province and that the revenue would
be improving, still, there was an ele-
ment of uncertainty about it that was
likely, if not very carefully investigat-
ed, to promote pessimistic ideas. It
evidently had that effect on the gentle-
men who composed Her Majesty’s loyal
opposition, for last year they prophesied
dire disaster. Owing to their wistorted
view of the situation, they conwinced
themSelves that by the 30th June, 1896,
the government would not only have ex-
pended all the revenue but, in addition,
all the balance of the loan, and have
gone into debt besides to some hundreds
of thousands of dollars. It must be most
gratifying to them as well as to the
governm:nt to find on looking at the ac-
counts that it is not half so bad after

all; that instead of the province being |

hard up on the 30th June last, it had a
good round sum to begin the current
year with, and further, that it is cer-
tain now that a large amount will still
stand to the good on the 30th June next
to begin the next financial year with.
The public accounts show that the rey-
enue was $989,765, or some - $46,124
less than the estimate made in January,
1895. The shortage was |much more
than accountéd for by the fact that the
land sales were $116,000 less than esti-
mated. This is largely owing to ar-
rears of long standing not having been
got in as well as hoped. The govern-
ment did not wish to press nnduly those
who were in arrears, Other lines of rev-
enue, however, notably mining receipts,
increased so mich that the total result
is, as-just stated, only some $46,000 less
than the estimates. 'On the other side
of the account, 'the actual expenditure
was $1,701,309. * Phis is apparently
$385,000 over the amount voted by the
house, but such is not really the case.
The expenditure then provided by vote
was $1,315,837; the difference had been
previously provided by statute, it being
made up, of the payment on parliament
buildings’ aceount. " and the first year's

. interest amd’ Sinking fund on the 1R95

loan. = ¥d. addition the sum of $48,825

., was ‘gtpendedion -roads; * streets - ‘and !
‘bridges for urgent works, as provided

by supplementary estimates passed last

year.. On the other hand the expendi-:

ture in gome Liies' wae considerably lesé
: Thus for ecivil
government s&alarjes...the expenditure
was less than the sum voted by $5,000:
there was $6,000 less paid for adminis-
tration of justice salaries, and about

\

$9,000 less for administration of justice
than the vote provided.

Mr. Turner then said that
enue fr 30th June, A8Y6,. to
June,: 1897,

tl'ie rev-
30th

erable more. Lhis tvas pretty coearly
shown by the accounts alreafly laid’ be-
fore the house of the revenue for the
first six months up to the 3lst Decem-
ber last. 'This -amounts to'! $509,439,
and in that sum there™ appears only
$33,327 paid in for taxes, for the well
knowh neason that taxes are not paid
until June in each year. The amount
of these to collect—even if: ~only the
same as paid in. last. year—will be
| $252,000, thus producing & total - of
$1,278,878. No doubt, however, some
deductions will have to be made from

enue, such as timber leases, timber roy-
alty, mining receipts and 'Chinese re-
sthiction tax, ‘which may: probably not
realize so mucl’ in the current half
year as in the last half year referred to
" in the statement. But after all allow-
ances are made it is evident that on
the 30th June next there will be approx-
imately in the neighborhood of $280,000
on hand to begin the next year with.
On the other side of the acgount for this
current year the estimate. for.expendi-
ture is $1,432,798. The expenditure for
the half year to December 31 was. $823,-
503, and if the expenditure for the next
half year amounts to the same it will
bring the total to fully $200.000 beyond
the vote. ‘He noticed thal some of the
Tocal papers had already seized on 1his,
and have provéd to their own satisfac-
tﬁu but - probably "not .o’ that of sny
one ‘else, that the govermmeént had es-
| travagantly expended, without any: good
cause. This shewed either their, ignpr-,
{*ancé-or somethit.y much® worse. 'They
‘had entirely overlooked .the fact, which

greater part of the expenditure, especial-
. ly on public works, is always made in
the first half year.. They had also eager-
ly turned to the rewente for the first
half year and had decided that it does
not come up to half the amount that was
estimated for the whole: year,. thérefore
the tcal Tévenue will ber at least $150,-
000 short. 'Adding this to over expendi-

ture they made out that by the 30th
June next there will be a total shortage '

of at least §£350,000.
Hon, Mr. Turner then turned his at-

tention to the estimates for the coming |

year and said it would be seen that the
revenue is placed at $1,28%,039. This,
be thought, must. be admitted to be a
very _conse’rva‘tive calétlation, as it is
only‘$124,000 over the ‘estimates of the
previous year.  The different items were
partiallv. based on the actual receipts
for the past half year, which indicate
pretty closely tite possibilities. Thére is
$20,000 lcss allowed for land sales, as
it was evident that the present year's
"amount is not likely to be réalized. The
{ mining receipts of all kinds are arrived
at by the actual revenue now steadily
coming in from those sources, whilst the
amount’under the head of taxes was the
actual sum assessed against property.

The minor lines of revenue are several
of them of such a nature that no prop-
er estimate can possibly be made; of |
; them. He referred to such things| as |
] Chinese restriction 'tax, succession duty, |
probate fees, reimbursements, ete? Now,
taking up the estimated expenditure for |
the same period, it will be. found to am- |
ount to $1,566,078. The vote for pub- |
lic.debt is $9,187 more than last year. |
This ‘was owing te, the fact’that nothing |
was placed in ldst Fehr's estimates for |
sinking fund on 1877 loan, ‘as it was not |
known then, whether the amonnt of sink- |
i ing fund standing in London to our !
credit would be transferred. It was con-
sidered advisable, however, to make the |
transfer, as from the working of the ori- §
ginal act, even if this sum of $166,332
stood in London, the same amount year-
i1y would have to be remittéd for sink-
ing fund as is now shown in the esti-
mates. The vote for civil government |
salaries is smaller by $25,160, and ad-
ministration of justice salaries $21,524
more than this year. ’

Mr. Cotton—That is simply good book-
* keeping. -

Hon. Mr. Turner—Yes. Public insti-
tutions maintenance was increased and |
amounts to $48,990. This arose largely
from changes in the civil
vote. Hospitals and charities appear
for $1,600 more. Administration of jus-
| tice is $6,700 more. Some change in the |
school system must be introduced, prob- |
ably in ;he direction of establishing
school districts »nd paying a per capita |
rate or assessing direct for education,
but there is a considerable difficuity
about this, arising from the great and
sparsely settled sections of .the province.
He thought that as a whole we had a
very admirable system of education, al-
though it is a costly one. There is no
other important head of increase except-
ing that of public works, which stands
at $100,000 over last year. Some $50,-
000 of this arises from new public build-
ings, such as asylum for the insane and
new gaols: and school houses, and $50,-
000 for increase on roads. Both of these
votes “will have some additions in the
supplementary estimates, * -

‘He then went back to salaries to ex-
plain the position. These appeared as
$25,164 less than in 1896-7. This re-
, duction  arose entirely from the re-ar-
rangement of the departments. The
salaries of the emrloyes of lunatic asy-
lums and the printing office were former-
ly under this head. It has been felt for
years that these were not correctly stats
ied in our accounts. Small- advances
had been made to the salaries of old
and tried emplcycs of $5 to $15 a month.
The, total of all these advances in thas

civil goveinment and administration of
' justice salaries is $4,6806, whilst the te-
tal of ‘advance under printing office and
asylum is $738,, or in all $5,404. For
| ¢ivil government and administration of
justice salaries, there are tem rew em-

Iloyes for the whole province provided

for, the salarles amounting to $7,512.
A number of employes who have for
vears been on the temporary staff and
paid under that head are now placed on
i the regular vote, the ‘total salaties be-

ing $6.482. This is not an increase.
 There are 15 additional police, whose’
salaries amount to $11,900, making in
gll, including . police and public instito-
‘tions, $28,816. ¢ ‘expenditure under
the ‘head of ~saldries continues to de-

government |

Jeoted la-the providgs,

largely .owing .to:the jgréat mining de-
velopment now’ going 'on, he was able to
pliee '80° promisii¥ a statement of af-
fairs before the houwse., 'Both sides of
the house and the province @t large
would no doubt be gratified by the ex-
pansion of the revenue. ' Thé ‘develop-

was estimated ‘to amoumt |
to $1,163;798, but he expected consid--

this on account.of certain lines of rev-|

| fund,

! taxes,

i advance was made to pay off mortgages.

crease in proportionéto the revenue col-i|
. He' considered f¢ “'sathfactory ‘that, |

per cent. in the last four years. The in-
crease arose from all sources, though the
great advance of the last fc_aw years is
principally owing to our mines. It is
true that for a number of years very
heavy expenditure was ‘made’in our
mwining districts. Take for instance the
Koctenay. ‘The - tofal expenditure in
that district for' the last five years was
$308,460, - exclusive - of ‘railway grants
That this was & wise expenditure is €vi-
denced by -thefrevénue ‘now coming In
from the same district. <This“amounted
tast vear,to $115,728, exclugive-of' lafd
sales, - A writér in-'oné.lof our papers
recently asserted that the provinee is
going behind to the extent of $2,000 a
day, and in order to help himself in this
calculation he actually takes the $166,-
3813 that the provincé has recently had
paid to it amd places it as a debt of the
province. 'This is equal to the case of
a merchant that has the good fértune to
| collect an old account, claiming that he
. is 80 much worse off by the apiount’ be-
ing paid to him. (Laughter.)

An Hon. Member—~That depends: on
how you use it.

Hon. Mr. Turner—We always 'use it
well. (Cheers and langhter). The same
writer  caréfully picks out ‘éne year of’
the Tevenue, 1896, in -which'there are

\

vear, 1893, in which the land sales were
very large, and from this arrives at the
conclusion. that:the révenue is decliniig
and heads his. letter “‘Provinee! drifting
into binkruptey.” : He thought-if many
of our inhabitants wepe like that writér

o lonig: ago; buty he svas glad to en¥,
‘the reverse.is the. case, He referred to
she: depressed condition ‘of ;the: farming

that .are continually being heard and the
varions suggeésted. .remedigs - for  this
trouble, that-it.is vegy Teal. ' It is_stat-
ed that the farmers are generally Leave
ly mortgaged, and that. owing to:. this
they carnot make a living, To remove
this, econdition -some have proposed. that,

this mean, sir?. It is stated that the
mortgages amqunt to twelve millions. Tf
it is possible for the province to borrow
such an amount for such a
what would be the position? - The whola
of the money would have to be paid to

' slill be mortgaged, but to the govern-
ment instead of to a private party.
the

landlord. 'The omly difference - to

|

per cent. interest and 6 or 9 per cent. !

| the average amount of such mortgages |

(Renewed laughter.)~ |

small land sales, and compares With one |

sindustoy.. We.know from-Ahe -complaints -

the province. shonld borrosw. and advance | head 'instead of  incredsing it.
to the/farmers-at a lower rate of interest ; members. of: the '‘government. conducted
than they now have to pay. What does the business of the province as they did

The rc‘ve‘nue hes in fact risen about 50 ' the hon. member for 'Richmond wmﬂ

probably have a very subtle array of
figures to prove that we are daily get-
ting worse off.-. He thought it was the
last named gentleman who last year
had so arranged his figures that he con-
vinced himself that there was some-
thing wrong. He showed conclusively,
to himself that the amount of money
that the government had on hand was
more than it. oyght to-be. .. He must
candidly .admit that he had 'not .yet'
found that -delusive . motment. ~These

gentlemen, -however, cannot.-do ay::ly,
- r oo

with the fact that we shallihave
“amount of cash on hand next:year to
add ta the followitig year’s revenue. Be-
fore closing he.would Bke to state ehort-
ly the amount that has been expendgd
during the past ten years .on public
good in.this province. - Roads, streets
and bridges amount to $2,558,038; pub-
lic buildings, $1,018,107; surveys, $?87,-
100: edueation, $1,605 ;. hospitals,

$370.682; asylum, $137,426; or a total|’

of $5,971,644. 'In addition‘there hav.e
been grants to'free ‘eéompanies, to agri-
cultural institutions and to. the - Old
Men’s Home. . » - :

Hon. Mr. Turner closed with moving
the uwsual vote that the Speaker do now
leave the chair.

z ME. SWORD:

I

Mr. Sword, in rising to reply to the
ministerr of finance, said*in connection
with .~ Hon." " Mr.- Turner’s  reference to
himself ; that: he:wag-of the bpinion: that

.1the government was not fit to be en-’

tfrusted with large’ sums of money, and

1 : »hat this opinion was general throughout |
ke provigce would “have been- bankroept- | thé provinee. ek e o

feveral Membersil

|. . Mr.” Sword. continuing, - criticized -the
' material incredse in salaries, and held

that the* goverfiment should have mater. : 1i¢ Works and school houses.. ' Surely the

ially -reduced the' expenditurec ‘under this
If the

their own private business, they- would |
reduce - thé ‘number of officials without
reducing = salaries. The minister of

purpose | finance -had prided himself © on - the

method of converting the debt, - but

close examination of the figures connect- ' S¢SS100.
the loan comparies, the farmer would ' c&ywith the conversion would show that
|the province instead of gaining had lost
The { very heavily. . A
government wouwld in fact become the | krown what the resdlt of -this ‘eouver- | he ¢xpenastare,

) | sion would be they would -not-have: vot-

con : 3 _ 6 ' ed so sni ¥ | *~-Mpy. Turner-"had gived: no apsurance
farmer weuld be between say 5 and 6 0 ‘unsnimoasly for the scheme. Mr. | s o~ hom - Shat. -t govetmment ine

If the wmembers had
Sword quoted figures to show that there |

systemn of conversion in addition “to ‘the

| is $700 or $SG9. would only make a dif- ‘[$]5,000 expenses, - which expenses were

‘iference of from $21 1o $24 a year. Is»i
“it possible that this is enough to give
prosperity to the farmers? We have to
i look at the other side. It is very certain
| that if the province went into . the
: market to borrow oa such a proposition,
, it would not for such an amount, or even
"‘a considerably smaller amount,. get: the
. money at anything near 3 per cent, as
It would likelv be 4: per
cent. or over, which, with sinking:
would reach over 5 ' per
cent.. and this would mean a very
large increase of taxation, as ;tibke
addition to expenditure for interest, etc.,.
on such a loan would be $600,000.. That
would mean more than doubling all ourl
and of this the farmer would
have to bear his palfty ¥ o

New' Zealahd bad"been referred to as
having successfully introduced the'plan
of assistance to farmers by way of loan,
but it would be found that the New
Zealand scheme is entirely different to
any suggested as a remedy for the
troubles of Britishh Columiba farmers.
The New Zealand loan ‘'was raised for
the purpose pantly of clearing and road-
ing lands, adding the cost of these im-
provements to the .price of land and
charging a quit rent for sma.. holdings
of such lands sufficient to  cover cost
and interest. Another part was to ad-
vance on farms. amd improvements to a
sum not exceeding 50 per cent. of the
value for the purpose of .emabling’ the
farmers to carry on more satisfactorily
and to improve their property. But no

st present.

How the New Zealand: plan answers it
is certainly too early yet to say. The
loan was omly raised in 1895, and would
hardly be applied before 1896. No
doubt the expenditure of a large amount
of the loan in that colony may have
created. temporary prosperity, but the
actual results are'yet to. be- heard.df.
He was in Lond¢n when the loan was

able difficulty was experienced in rais--
ing it, but %he .understood -that it cost
that. colony more_  than four . per :¢ent.
without sinking,: fund.. ™New Zealand
was for many years in a very depressed
state. It was certainly not leans to
farmers that made the great improve-
ment there.. The farmers. themselves
brought about the great prosperity by
changing their methods, finding a mar-
ket and growing what was wanted for
it. The market that was found in Eng-
land for their mutton did more for them
than any loan will do. He could: not
help thinking ‘that the farmers of Brit-
ish Columbia have much better pros-
pects at. their doors. The immense min-
ing ‘development going on has already
made a change.. The demand is going
to be very large for all a farmer can
raise, and when we add to the dempnd

arising from great public works which
the government hopes ito be able to in-
augurate in the . province shortly, it is
evident that those who ‘cam  proyide
what.is wanted will be able to sell it to
advantage. We know what a ' very
large amount of farm produce is im-
ported—a good deal of it raised in the
State of Washington adjoining us. The
farmers -there are certainly not ‘better
situated than  here. Their taxes ‘are
heavier, . their roads are not so good—He
might, indeed, say that in many places
they have none.

The hon. member for Dewdney and

Biliousn
I8 ¢aused by torpid liver, which prevents diges

tion'and permits food to ferment and putrity in
the stomach. Then follow. d! 88, headache,

the nvergmro headache,

treated by mining, the additional jone [lic

‘|'act, and the bill should have becn ready

exclusive of the cost of the minister of
finarice trzvelling to London. Mr.
Sword pointed out that in every case
the sinking fund and interest were pro-
vided for by fresh borrewing. The pol-
icy  was to berrow a ccrtain sum; which
was squandered. and then effeet. another

{ loan to provide for the interest and sink-

ing fund of the first amount horrowed.

When: the second loan was spent similar-

ly to the first, the finance minister was

ready: for a fresh loan. In 1891 the,
feeling of the electors throughout New

Westminster district was that there was

a mecessity. for public works, and they

were prepared to support the govern-

ment-in: borrowing money for such pub-

lic) works.: The members: supported the

gavernment in asking for a loan, and:
again in 1894, but had they known that

neither of tliese loans wa§ 6 be used

for.the purpdses for which it was

intended they would mot have granted
that support. It is very pleasant to have

money to spend, but the dasy is fast ap-

proaching when the meney borrowed

must e paid back and the government

could borrow ‘a loan to pay interest and

sinking funds. In face of this, it was

surely a foolish policy for the govern-

ment to increase the expendiiure of the

province by increasing salaries and offi-

cials. Mr. Sword also criticized the

finance minister for the sale of inscribed

stock. bLy- ‘which the provinee lost

‘hearily.

Mr. Sword was amused at Mr. Taor-
ner’s remarks about cheap money to
farmers. The finance minister held that
the prosrerily of the farmers of New
Zealand did, not depend on government
assistance, but on the energy of farm-
ers themselves, and in the next breath
Mr. Turner painted a glowing picture of
the boom that conld be expected from
the Iatge 8um- of money -which the gov-
ernment expected to borrow. All join

offered, and he knew.that very cousider-,in congratulating the proyince’ upon “its

mining development; but “that develsp-
ment ‘could not' be credited. to the gov-
ernment. The finance minister was @ |
little ' more thodest than Mr. Sword-had
seen him on “other occasions, and to do
him: justice he did not take credit to his
government for the mineral develop-
ment of Kootenay and other districts in
the province. "

Besides the finances of the provinece
not being in safe hands, there were nth:
er departments of th~ provineial busi-
ness that were not in & satisfactory con-
dition. Last year the chief commission-
er had ‘introduced a bill Providing for
the sale of public lands by land waz
rants. The measure was. withdrawn,
however, through the infuonce of ad-
verse public opinion, and there was a
return to the old system of selling pub-
lands with such safegnards as the
house deemed ‘necessary to interpose.
The legislature thought it wise to insert
clauses in the act prohibiting the sale of
timber 'lands, lands suitable for town-
sites and fishing stations. ‘These re-
strictions were not observed, and appli-
cations were made for the purchase. of
lands suitable for fishing stations. Mpr.
Sword also: referred to the Columblia &
Western - Railway bill and the peculiar-
ities connected with the securing of Mr.
Heinze's bord. Who is August Heinze
that his word should be accepted for a
large amount? The government had ac-
cepted : Mr.  Rithet’s personal bond In
conneet.iOn with ‘the British Pacific, but
Mr. - Rithet was a gentleman whose
financial standidg was well known. Mr.
Heinze was not known, however, to have
sufficient:interest 'within the jurisdiction
of thé courts to enable the provinee *o
Tecover: the value of his' boud, L

Mr.  Sword . then turned his attention

-+ | to the Attorney-General and. his departs |,
‘{ment, ;Ie..'cl'le,&d ] St
n‘gli dOW!\‘ the water: bill, .- becanse .of " whils of

zed his delay in bring::

“which, the coneideration.of all private
General 'could not_ plead

that he was
ignorant of "the

necessity for such an;
at the opening of the session, so that it

iment is extending from south to north.
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portance demands. Other members could

yaarks of last session, Which had: bzen

‘Mr. Sword*-I 'said ‘throughout ‘the  abont' $150,000 more than ‘the. amount
province. -1 ‘made no reference to .the | horrowed. ~Add. .to.the, sni, borrowed
gentlemen opposite, as they do not tepre- |
sent the public opinion in the proyince. .public latds and the total is $5,317,866,
(Hear, hear.) . ; | or'/Over ‘half a million more than was

which, if the statement is correct that|were thousands..of-dellars lost' by the tended to assist the

hill¥ had to be deferred. 'The Attoruey-. -

could recelve that consideration its ‘im. |

A Pointer for Athletes

J_dhns.ton’s,.‘Fluid'Beef

v

——

i | ¥ ~ GIVES STRENGTH
- Without Increase o Flesh

Put up in Tins and Bottles.

‘s

find plenty of reasons for criticizing the
provincial secretary and his depurtment.
MR. KIDD,

Mr. Kidd rose to econtinue the de-
bate, as none of the govermment mem-
bers showed any intention of spesking.
In. explaining to the premier  his re-

referred 10 in the budget speech, he said
that: his ‘contention.wes that money had
“been - borrowed ' for a certain purpose,
but had pot.-béen niged for that purpose.
To. see «this 141l ‘one ‘had te do was to
tlo()_k at the finance minister’s figures,”In
| teny Years. ovor-$4,000,000 was. horrowed
{10 be used in public works, and dazing
that time only $2,558,000 was expended
| for that parpose. 1f this was ‘applying
{the money for the pyrpeses for which '
it was borrowed e was no judge. "Tha
amount spent during the ‘ten.years. for.
public works and education was unly,

the ‘umount realized from: the /sale of

spent’ altogether in roads, publie build-
ings, education, hospitals, asyiunis, pub-

finance minister- could not be congrata:
iafed on-such a -showing. Mr. Kidd al-
8o _criticized the finance minister for the
conversion- of the loan. - K

| Phe estimmates revealed the fact that
the policy’ of having 'the expenditure
greater than the revenue was going te'
continue. Sal:iries. were reduced last ses-
sion, but were going to be increased this
The government should have
adopted the policy of reducing salaries
in conformity with the. inability of ‘the
tdxpayers to pay sufficient taxes to mest
THe ‘government were
making ne efforts to retrench., . ¢

farmeérs Jin - amy
way.,. -#dd" the. government spent fhe
meney . borrowed in opening ‘out  the
country the farmers would be in a mora
prospzrous cordition. There was not
now ore settler in Howe Sound district
for two there some -years ago, and ‘all
because the ‘government Lad failed to
proyide needed- public. works. Mr, Kidd
also scored the 'government for its
treatment of .the Burnaby small holders.
In-.contrast to this treatment he ppint-
ed out how.layishly the government had
expended money on the Bella Coola set-
tlers. 'Why should these people be given
a- preference. over: ordinary settlers, or
why should ordinary settlers be neglect-
ed in.order that these people should be
looked after? = The government’s step-
ping in to sell Jands for taxes and shut
out new municipalities was dwelt npon,
ag was, alsc the government’s policy- of
‘selling Yands ‘for §1 per acre that comld
be 'leased .at 25 cents per aicre per an-
nam.

Mr. Kidd again referring to the finan-
ces of the province poirted out that bor-
rowing must be resorted to to pay in-
terest and sinking funds of the former
loans. He always held that the prov-
ince was in safé financial condition
while ‘the income of the Dominion gov-
ernment paid the infterest and sinking
fund, but now the mcome was inade-
guate to the extent of $40,000 to meet
these payments. If the capitalists real-
ized the financial ccandition of the prov-
ince, the credit of the province would
not be so high.

MAJOR MYTTER.

Major Mutter could congratulate the
government on the very weak attack
made upon it .He wanted to make some
remarks on agriculture, but did not
wish to be understood #s criticizing the
leader of the government. The major
then supported the policy of securing
cheap money to farmers in contrads-
tinetion to the,policy advocated by the
premier., He ridiculed Hon.  Mr. Tur-
ner’s eontentions: regarding the New
Zealand farmers. The trouble here was
that it was about impossible to get the
farmers te combine. He hoped that the
government would introduce “a scheme
by which the farmers could be assisted

MR. WILLIAMS.
Mr. Williams said that it was -a rule

| figures—which = presumably

. money. * they

"down in 'time for the members t0

‘Dot been alluded to last year.

| the province.

of parliamentary speaking that j Spat
er should reply to the remarks o ;,
previous speaker. The hon. .y,
who bad just'sat down had saiq that p,
could  congratulate the goverum.;
the weakness of the attacks made oy
it. ~ He (the speaker) could congry,
late the hon. member for Cowichan-y.
berni upon the fact that he had .
a very strong attack on the governm;»;f{
In fact every word he had uttereq haj
been- condemnatory of the agriculty,
‘policy of the government, and not o,
word of approval was’ there to qualif;
his remarks. They ‘must be satisfi.|
from what they have theard from tj
very fact that it was the Ist of Apn \
and it was a 1st of ‘April spech. The.
;was. nothing more in 'the speech thy,
was contained in the public: aecoun:,
and estimates. ' ? :

. Hom veh;ﬂ‘nm—%lt‘»fh*so.

| Mir. Williamis; continuing, said it v,
irue that the year:just ended was op.
«of . the - most  prosperouas: that this pr;.
ince had ever enjoyed; judging from
exports, and be held that the expir
were the pulse .of the "business of
couniry. . Taking the board of

a
trade
were  cop.
rect—ounr‘exports for - 1896 exceed:]
those for 1895 by $1,500,000; exceede|
those for 1894 by $2,750,000, and th
exports for 1893 by nearly $5,000.00
That showed that the eountry was in ;
prosperous state, and he bheld that t}.
government had- not taken advantage ot
that prosperity, nor had they presentej
a Statement Gommensurate with that
prosperity. Sinee confederation
expenditure, with the exception of on
yvear, had annually exceeded the r.:.
enuwe, and, so far as he could see, «
long as the present government was iy
power thére was no hope of the revenn.
equalling, let alone exceeding, the ri-
enue. In-1896 the revenue was O8N0,
762; expenditure, $1,614,723, showing
deficit of $624,961. In 1895 the revenne
was $896,025; expenditure, $1,906.000
over a million dollars of a deficit. Iy
1894 the revenuwe was $821,660; the .y
penditure, $1,514,405; a deficit
$69237145. That was a pretty good
¢ord for any government; a record
which they might be proud! It was his
opinipn that the government simylr
made the wildest guesses in regard :
the estimates in their endeavor to hi
off the probable revenue, showing that
they did not properly grasp the situa-
tion. Take the estimates for 1895-uy
was there anything there of which the
finance minister eould feel proud? R.-
ceipts from land sales were put at 150
000, and the receipts were $64,000, «
that on that point the finance ministu
was only out $116,000.

Hon. 'Mr. Turnmer—I told you that.

Mr. Williams—Then look at the re
turss. ffoM timbers leases; the estimate
was, $40,000, the receipts were $27,5it.
Only out $12,124! Miners’ licenses, th
estimate was $26,000, the actual 1
ceipts from that source of revenue wer
$54,953. The minister of finance wus
only out $28,952 on that. The rea
property tax was estimated to bring
$85,000, but the receipts were $93,14~
Only out $8,148 on that. The printiu:
office was estimated to bring in $5,5,
it brought in $11,190; only out $5.t11
Pretty good guesser! (Laughter.) T
hon. member instanced several otlir
items where the returns materially i
fered from the estimates, winding up
with the succession duty, which wu=
estimated to bring in $10,000, and hal
actually realized $8,481—out $1.519 .1
the last mentioned item amd making th
total misealculation up to $293.515. I
by any possible chance the sum 1t
of tbe receipts was about the same a:
the estimated expenditure, surely
hon. the minister of finance could 1
claim any credit for that.

Hon. Mr. Turner—Shows how clever
ly we did it.

Mr. Williams—It shows that vou
oould not grasp the financial problen
but deted in‘a go-as-you-please sort ol
a way. (Laughter.) He held thatthi
government—and he was not going
particularize, because they had alrea!
beéen  ably criticized—he held that th'
government had been extravagant au!
wasteful in the expenditure of the pu
lic ' money. One thing in which he ¢
sidered that they had been most was'
ful and extravagant in was in
had spent in travelliu:
about the country at the public expeu:
—in fact they had even extended ti
travels to foreign lands. (Laughter
et them look at page 1,035 of the =
sional papers for 1896, and between
dates .of 30th June, 1894, and the &
June, 1895, they would find that !
provincial: secretary took a trip to U
tawa—what his object was he
speaker) did not: know nor had he bect
able to ascertain—but he managed f
expend $450. There were many =iii-
items contained in this amount. ut
having been in the ministry but «
time he had not then begun to deal M
cents, and the account came out &
(Laughter.) There were cents in 1
of the items, but they added up
right.. He would not impute that th+
were not correct, as the total came
even it was probably a mere acculen-
Then we come to the attorney-genct:
presumably it was his first trip, but !
got rather more extravagant afterwari®
The trip. was supposed to be on bu~
ness, but it must have been political.
cause ke turned over his brief to 0
other. This little trip cost .&_.m“'
These returns had been asked for %
session, but they had not been 1”"‘1‘1‘;\‘
access to them after being printed. i1c
that was the reason these mﬂttor;’l'lll!‘l"';
there: was. the hon. the:late premict ©
He had been a very £
traveller indeed. He had paid a 1%
to Hast and West Kootenay, for whict
the country paid $168. = Then the pr"
vinelal eecretary took: a fiying trip
Ottawa, which cost the country a luni
sum of $200, 3

Hon. Col. Baker—For two years.

Mr. Willlams—He was not going o
ask for an itemized account. When 1:~
(the speaker) went '‘away from ho‘“‘;] o
did not want the public to know B0

" chief

‘8T his money. (
e A i s that he (the|
g diﬂeren(;e hvi‘;;l money’ while

spending theh publi

oW came to the hboon. 1
%:;io:ioner of lands nn'd wo
C0 S only onte been 2}1:3:, e«:h h

gues away
b ‘ﬁt'?‘%:‘;der away from

a fdr as Kan{]loo
5 1d emembered’ that
v yogft&ml;ds‘ political spee
'eﬁgma{t rounly occupied five
:;gost ihie’ eountry $100, to say

: province having being dep
tbe.~ valuable services of the
e commission:rM for\ " s?.

i in whie r. Marti
(Lm;%htglr'r.n}rmner—Th?t is S

Mr. Williams—Yes. sif. bu
4 inore expensive as
gt:rsm:;{;ﬁ say that this Was—;
bis home in Karqloops qqlel'},

Hon, Mr. Martin—Oh, no! |

Mr Williams—I have got 1
2 i, his ranch at Kamloop
Mr. Martin—I was D¢

1 did mnot speng twe

was to
H(;!n.
ranch.
ranch.
on Y Williams—1f the hon. |
a1k to me. I do not say
Wil bat I bave it
so; I oxtﬂ.v )say, t
( ghter.
"Ig‘:,i Mer.. Turner—You do
- one to. imply anythisg.
anyone ol 1t does not
. -Mra» Williams-— )
the .papers - oF; the - yeturn.
g his sessional mileage on
drew his 5 o vistt
that was for Dﬂ'm,m led ad
aitgents- eyth Atta
tle trip on the part of the
exal to England:
iommmfﬂ:e ;ay whethe.r there
actual mecessity for. this tr.p.
freely admit that where a leg
man- bad: a -ease’in his hands
be-did" not-hold the brief—it v
able for him to be present td
formation, as Very often very
questions. came UD. However,
cases just as important it I
been deemed unnecessary for
ince to be represented. What
ed to deal with was the amo
cost ihe country. In reply t
tion put to the hon. the attd
eral he had elicited the fact
hearing of this appeal occupied
July Yth, 1896, Messrs. Bigha
and C. A. Russell had been re
the 16th and 11th of _)Ia,\' res
and they had been briefed on
July, 1896, The costs for thg
of these parties had been £340
and £254 8s..8d. had been ref
appeared to him that with bo
and junior counsel engaged,
ence of .the -bon. the attorne
could hardly have been necess
certainly if he had gone over
at the hearing of this case,
have dispensed with the hin
junior counsel, and thus saved
tion of the fees.
Hon. Mr. Eberts—There are
fees there as well as those of ¢
Mr. Wilhams—Allow me to
vou your amswer to my third
if you have misled me, and I a
1 am willing to accept your s
There may have been necessity
counsel to be engaged, but I a1
to leave the public to judge
In any event there was on_ly
occupied in the hearing of th45
one week after they were briefg
case counsel were sufficiently
it to argue it. Personally he ¢
gee any mecessity for the atto
eral’s presence. It had cost
end they must remember that
the only loss.  All ghe membe
cabinet get a salary of .}\'4».01)0
num Yo .look after the business
country—tney might not put th
on their services, but it was
statute book. We had been
paying $1,830, being the atto
eral's proportion og $4.000 whilg
been occupied in attending to
ing of this case, so that we ha
Iy been out $4,154 on that trif
is what it cost the country. I
tirely too expensive, and entire
proportion to~the importance
case, which did not warrant
outlay, nor the engaging of s¢
junior counsel. Not only that.
attorney-general had been abs
ness in his office became s0 (
that they had not even time
to the correspondence, nor to
the letters that were sent t
Again, during his absence t
been a very important case t
The Koksilah Quarry Company
action against the Queen, bec
Tovernment had refused to acg
Stone purchased under cont
July last, and in the :ned
ttorney-general, that case ¢
ind the company obtained juds
$12,000, and with costs it ama
hbout $13,000. It was possib
he attorney-general had been
Elve the province the benefit of
ty the result might have been
hen again in 1895 the hon. tl
er of finance took a trip to
Pe Was absent 139 days, for
harged the province $10 a d
pire was $88.36, his fare wa
AKing a total of $1,872.35.
PIs absence he was negotiating
Pf 1805. Did it actually take
Eedtleman 139 days to negot
0an? Then the fees for thel
oo paid out to the various
ere very large, and yet in
he guestion, “Did the busi
rovince require the attendang
Oon. the minister of finance in|
0 18967 the ‘premier replied
Nance minister was not in
896, but business required his
R 1895, and that he was te
0T by the government brokers
'rfangements for the issuing of
P20 and also in connection
*ndly suit relative to the trg
¢ $160,000 which has since
tfl' I cannot see how it
-"SSary for him to have had
At purpose. It would app
| Ve an agent-general in
sg 15 bresumably there for
- .°f attending to any busines
ovince  which may  arig]
?{ P:lt there under the su
u!’elx yould save these ann
e ng Be was fit for his
ttendeg ° & case which he coy
c;n. Mr. tﬂ‘ll-l‘l!?l‘—-Rt‘nd the
N 10 your question.
M(;‘ wmhms—You say that
ren. petent, but on this occa
e of the minister of fis
S WHE requisite, and wal

e h

hot: Mu ﬂle.ag t-
cep OmBStent, why retain hir
. :%4 Tﬂ'n”—md

mm—n the honrny




