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PRINCESS
OPENING TO-MORROW Ayr UICCI/ 
NIGHT FOR UNt VfttKAlexandrA Fifty Years Behind 

the Footlights
-

\
Thomas Hutchinson, Vetferan 

Stage Manager, Has Grown 
Up With the Drama.

. By Frank McDowell.

AUGUSTUS PITOU Presents
PRICES-EVENINC8 and SAT. Mat. 50o., $1, $1.60, $2. TNURS. MAT., SOo., 76o., $1.00, $1.60 CHAUNCEY (:

NEXT WEEK When you are purchasing tickets for 
your favorite theatrical attraction 
how often have you ever given a mo­
ment’s thought to the days when the­
atricals were In their infancy?

Not often, but evep in this period 
of costly and spectacular attractions, 1 
when a show produced at even a cost ! 
of about $150,000, is forgotten within j 
a season, there are still a few old- 
timers, who often delve Into the past ' 
and tell yarns to the present day ac­
tors of the troubles and joys of old- 
time shows.

Probably the most popular of these

.
IM

FORBES-ROBERTSON y
:

AND HIS ENGLISH COMPANY, IN

“ THE PASSING OF THE] 
THIRD FLOOR BACK

IN HIS 
FAMOUSRAGGED ROBIN1*
PLAY

y -BY JEROME K. JEROME
OVER 600 PERFORMANCES IN NEW YORK AND LONDON,

1F

ENO.

HEAR OLCOTTS NEW SONGS\ -NEXT WEEK—SEATS READY THURSDAY
DAVID BELASCO Presents

■ >

! -i *

:

FRANCES STARR The Rood Little People—The Fairy Boat—The Ban.hee 
—The Wlll-o-the-Wlwp—eWd the Wealth of BtttatUnl 
Scenery, Including The Big Bog Scene.SEE I

‘ A

WEEK of MAY 9 MATINEES 
WED. AND SAT. First Time In CanadiIN EUGENE WALTER’S GREATEST PLaV

: 1 THE EASIEST WAY CHARLES FROHMAN Presents

MISS
66 33\

x

BILLIE BURKE
-------------------- ------------------------------ -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“TOM” HUTCHINSON, VETERAN 
STAGE-MANAGER OF TORONTOBill At Shea’s

old-timers Is Thomas Hutchinson, 
stage manager of the Star Theatre. 
He has been in the show business for 
nearly half a century, and his many 
stories of the bygone days have made 
him a much-sought-for Individual by 
the members of the various companies 
playing the Star, who always call for 
“Tom”’ when they reach the theatre.

For this week at Shea’s Theatre, 
Manager Shea has arranged another 
big vaudeville bill headed bv will H 
Murphy and Blanche Nichols in The 
School of Acting. This clever pair 
made the vaudeville world scream with 
laughter over From Zaza to Uncle Twn, 
and It would seem Impossible to flrtd

AMERICA’S MOST CHARMING COMEDIENNE, IN THE FASCINATING COMEDvi
£ £ _______ ~

IUI P C HAT” By w- SOMERSET MAUGHAM
I Vino. LJKJ I *u™0!,A0eFK‘SSfi?r*” •*

:l
Miss Billie Burke, having conquered 

the United States, is going to invade 
Canada this spring. She comes to the 
Princess Theatre in this city on Mon­
day, May 9, to begin a week’s engage­
ment in “Mrs. Dot.”

Drew's leading woman In "My Wife "

KSS’ÆKîi;
Atlaft,c had ever heard of her. 

The day after she appeared with Mr
at the Empire Theatre, New York, everybody In that 

city was talking about her and In a 
week the whole country was discussing 
her and her wonderful charm

I

SEATS THURSDAY—PRICES: BgiAMT»a*t- «oo.t.•,.«
_______  T WEDNESDAY MAT. 60o. to $1.60

So much has been printed about Miss 
Burke in the magazines that she 

-c^Sicarcely needs an introduction. For 
people who don't read the magazines, 
tho, it may be said that Miss Burke 
is an American girl who

The next season Mr. Frohman made 
her a star in her own right and pre­
sented her in "Love Watches." Her 
success in that piece was little short 
of phenomenal and it is no exaggera­
te" aay that at the present time Miss Billie Burke is one of the most 
popular stars on the American stage. 
And all in three short seasons! 
amazing!

hand and remained until ’72, when 
he went to the .Academy of Music, on 
Colborhe-street. Me did not stay there 
long, however, for the pay was bad, 
agd his motto was “No pay one week, 

pay two weeks,” »nd he went to 
the old Lyceum, which- was situated 
near King and Yonge-streets.

Next season "Tom” went to the eld 
Grand, where he stayed for some time, 
and later worked In the Toronto Opera 
House, which was followed by a sea-, 
son at the Academy of Music. From 
there he returned to the Toronto, and 
stayed until It was burnt down. Then 
he went to the Grand again, and from 
there to the Star, where he first work­
ed as second hand, and now Is stage 
manager.

well-filled powder puff at a fellow tor­
mentor, but Instead of hitting her 
mark she caught the comedian, who 
was rushing to go on the stage In short 
time, right In the eye. 
there was a big row, and the 
maker had to be "Tom."

• But he is used to rows; he has had 
almost fifty years’ of them and he Is 
a quick-pace peace-maker. He Is al­
ways boss of the roost back on the 
stage, and his word Is law. 
stories, tho, that make Mm 
hit. Just go behind the scenes at a 
slack time, and there you will find 
“Tom” the centre ol a most Interested 
crowd, who have coaxed him Into tell­
ing of some of the “gbod times” that 
have come and

f
«A went to

Europe with her parents while she 
was still a chtld, grew up there and 
made her first appearance on the stage 
in London in a small part in ' The 
School Girl.” Her singing of "My Little 
Canoe in that piece made a tremen­
dous hit and when “The Belle of May- 
fair ’ was produced she was given the 
title role. That was pretty near the 
top of the ladder in musical comedy 
but Miss Burke was ambitious to ap­
pear on- the dramatic stage and when 
Charles Hawtrey offered her an en­
gagement as his leading woman in a 
comedy entitled 
jumped at the chance.

And a very- big chance it proved to 
jbe "Mr. George" was a sorry failure, 
but Miss Burke made a, personal hit 
kud thereby attracted the attention of 
Charles Frohman, who asked her to 
Come back to America and be John

N Of course NOTICEf " H- ■ 1
if '4 , H

„„

Ùpeace-

It Is

The secret' of her success? It Isn’t 
any secret at all. Miss Burke is the 
possessor of a remarkably charming 
personality—that quality that some 
people call magnetism—the something 
that reaches right out over the foot­
lights and grips the very heart-strings 
of the audience. That and her youth— 
her buoyant, exuberant youth. She is 
the personification of Innocent, mis­
chievous girlhood. She Is an actress, 
too, with a rare talent for comedy as 
she proves in "Mrs. Dot,” the comedy 
by W. Somerset Maugham that she has 
been playing this winter In New York 
and that she is now to present here.

XSee the Huge 
Display “Ad” 
for the Grand 
Opera House on 
Last Page of 
Illustrated Section

It Is his 
such a A,

WJT A

'Mr. George,” she gone.
“Tom” started In the business 

45 years ago, when a lad of sixteen. 
In those days Toronto

Iover I^was playlngjout west a few years

where he worked, as a supe. j . ,"e* of the actors was contlnu-
In ’64 he was promoted to second- I CVy Jok ng of our Plight. One night
____________________________________ : h - ,'Xas compeUed to sleep in a room

----------------------------------; '?hlch was haunted. Next morning
———-------------------- the manager asked him If he had

! been afraid.
” ’No,’ replied the actor, ‘it was a

"i r?aI r®1,ef t0 be in some place where 
, the ghost walked.’ ’’

i•f ago,
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Daily 25
WEEK OF 

MAY 2
Evening* 
25 & 50 m.
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:MISS JEANNE TOWLER, LEADING WOMAN IN “THREE WEEKS ’’ 

__ _____________ THE GRAND THIS WEEK.
sKThe Season’s Best Scream m

WILL H.
MURPHY

"CBLANCHE 
NIOH OLS

a worthy successor to this act, but i He began life long before 
their present offering Is said to be even I waa thought of. 

j funnier. Mr. Murphy, as the all-in- 
; earnest teacher, a broken down actor 
1 in The School

and „ He made his debut
n Toronto, and strange to relate he 
has never been connected with any 
house, or show outside of Toronto, 
Dut once when he took a jump with 
one company as far as Montreal.

One of the favorite Incidents “Tom” 
s never tire<j«of relating happened In 

the Royal Lyceum, when 
used.

-:Smm
, . of Acting, and Miss

; Nichols in her ridiculous makeups are 
°"e lon6! laugh and their lines and 
situations keep up the merriment 

! moment the act is on the stage.

Presenting “The School of Acting.” -
IE m

everyGeo.—JONES & DEELEY—Ben
In Hotel St. Reekless.

;V.v

i ! special extra attraction on the 
bill for the week is Stepp, Mehlinger 
and King, three young men who are 
justly called

gas was
This time a large melodrama 

attraction was plâying. and the wea­
ther was extremely cold.. Quite early 
in the evening the audience began to 
arrive, and within a few minutes the 
show shop was crowded.

-

HELEN BERTRAM . ... vauleville's cleverest
I T^ ners- Mr' stepP I» the banjoist,

' I Mr. King the pianist and Mr. Meh-
I lin^er supplies genuine comedy and in- __
II t.erprets in an inimitable way the best Then the signal was given for the 
I 2f the P°Pular songs. The act was ?,sher® to h£ht UP. but during the 
I first seen early in the season in New 1 me between matinee and night 
I j > ork and has since been in constant gas. fr?Z6, and was impossible to 
I demand, making a decided hit even- n?ake ^ burn. Here \yas a pretty 
I ] where Miss Helen Bertram, the dis- f‘eCe,JJf, tr?uble’ and the only manner. 
I tinguished prima dofina soprano, will ]n whlch it could be overcome was 
| be a special feature of the bill. Miss i°. ,,ave house in total darkness,

Bertram was last seen here as the star .hlIe candles wefe Placed around the 
! of ’Havana" and her appearance in staf?e- but even then the light was 
: vaudeville at Shea’s will bring her a very dirn' and the audience could onlv 
| warm greeting from her many friends See part of the show.
The Dunedin Troupe has not Keen seen u™ ..
here in several seasons and these well eime like th^f^Xo^ve1'1"'1^ , audl' 
costumed young bicyclists alwavs pre- ! that ™ a common J much- but 

, sent an act that Is finished and far : her» occurrence, and; above the average bicycle act Tones 1 enmiJ3 anoth®r even worse. A large 
i 3X1(1 Deeley are making their first ap- i meant aPsmIûbj" that ln those days It 
I pearance here as a team. Geore-e w ce-fHV 1 company of fairly good
Jones is well remembered as a member tunatelv^th^vTÀrf0 VT”' but unfor* 
of "That Quartette" and Ben Deelev show 5 i,h beeff> pald' The

a member of the team of nZZi „ „ Tel1 billed, and the house
and Deeley, favorites with Sheagoers *moothlv°^fnn°ne' EverythlnS went 
Jones and Deeley are m ïw , smoothly along until nearly time for

i clever skit by Jack BumeU cwUed lomttnv 1^"° T a"d then ^e 
"Hotel. St. Reckless,” In which both ! would 4^,ot one of them
comedians are given amnlc n-nn™ rv on until they received their! tunltles. Jones fs seen ^Pfhe chW! twent^rJ^ ^ thp flhow back 

i of the bell boys and Deeley as the ^ f untfl money was
new boy who Is going thru the troubles T „ Z box-°mce' 
of “the first night on the job.” stage but °UbleS baok on the

The Four Floods have not been seen Onlv i clrte even to-d3y-
in many seasons and these acrobatic leroue wss ul-. WC“ks a*° the bur- 
merrymakers are l,ig favorites and by an snL PUt °ul of btisiness !
liave>inany friends in Toronto ’ 1 n angr>’ chorus girl throwing a

Ma

Prima Donna Soprano,
TOM & EVA ELMOND
Singing and Dancing.
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DUNEDIN TROUPE ’ • *?

jMarvellous Acrobatic Cyclists.
THE FOUR FLOODS

Acrobatic Merry Makers.
THE KINETOGRAPH

’New Pictures.
Special Extra Attraction
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STEPP. MELINCER i KING 'Wmm
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Vaudeville’s Cleverest Entertainers.
; KRANCES ^AARRix^DRTHEBEA^STKWAY-. AT THE ROYAL ^

>. .
PS

4

8.

m

i

By RIDA JOHNSON YOUNG 
IN COLLABORATION WITH e 

RITA 01C0TT

SCENES LAID IN 
INNI8HANN0N 

TIME 1830

MAJESTIC 
MUSIC HALL

WEEK OF MAY 2nd

Twice Dally
Real Vaudeville Popular Prices

GLADYS VAN
The Dainty Delight Heeds the 

Big Pun Feast

ERNIE & ERNIE
Entertainers DeLuxe

Musical Stoddards
Better than the Best

Yonson & Helgel
Comedians

EDDIE MeGRATH
The Sweet Singer

HENRY THE CREAT

ZAMORA & GANTA
European Marvels

SPECIAL FEATURE

Henderson & Thomas
Guaranteed the Funniest Act 

in Vaudeville

LATEST MOTION PICTURES
Prices : Matinees 10c and 20c 

Evenings 10c, 20c, 30c
Phone Main 1600

ABSOLUTELY
FIREPROOF

PERFECTLY
VENTILATED

“Billie” Burke Coming to Canada
Fascinating Actress Will At thé Princess May 9th
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